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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  No.  12  1998 


Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in 
Welsh  Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local 
Government,  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice¬ 
county  system  (see  the  Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in 
Wales.  This  system  largely  matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the 
Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice-counties  therefore  retains  historical  continuity 
in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any  attempt  to  follow  the  Unitary  Authorities,  the 
only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the  county  system  created  in  1974,  let  alone  its 
historic  predecessor,  being  Powys,  which  comprises  the  vice-counties  of  Breconshire, 
Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that  the  name  of  Gwent  has  been 
retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  new  Unitary 
Authority  of  Monmouth,  which  covers  only  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording  areas  and 
Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below. 

ANGLESEY:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the 
Cambrian  Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  S.  Cully,  Mill  House,  Penmynydd  Road,  Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

BRECON*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the 
NW  comer  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E). 

Recorder:  M.F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

CAERNARFON:  Vice-county  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974 
administrative  county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy 
straddles  the  old  county  boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R. 
Conwy.  Here  records  from  west  of  the  R.  Conwy  should  be  sent  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder 
and  from  east  of  the  river  to  the  Denbigh  Recorder.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for 
Caernarfon  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  J.  Bames,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder:  R.O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire  SA15  3RS. 

CEREDIGION*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder:  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

DENBIGH:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7AW. 

FLINT:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7 AW. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group,  which 
continues  under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both  vice-counties. 

GLAMORGAN*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders, 
covering  GOWER*,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot 
(formerly  the  county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  E. GLAMORGAN,  comprising  the  Unitary 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


E.  Glamorsan 
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Authorities  of  Bridgend,  Rhondda/Cynon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly 
(part)  (formerly  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published 
under  Glamorgan.  The  East  Glamorgan  recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon) 
and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which  were  part  of  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are 
marked  B  and  C  respectively. 

Recorders;  Gower:  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road,  Brynhyfryd.  Swansea  SA5  9LB. 
E.  Glamorgan:  S.J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

GWENT*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and 
now  embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth,  Newport,  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and 
Caerphilly  (part).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer  officially  exists,  the  Gwent 
Ornithological  Society  is  retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion  between  the  new  County 
Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  of  which  the  new  Borough  only 
comprises  part. 

Recorder:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  NP6  ISP. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the 
Cambrian  Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  D.  Smith,  3  Smithfield  Lane,  Dolgellau,  Gwynedd  LL40  1BU. 

MONTGOMERY*:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50 
Denbigh. 

Recorder:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Bierdd,  Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
PEMBROKE*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders:  J.W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs. 
SA62  4DJ. 

G.H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

RADNOR:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder:  P.P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley,  Rhayader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 


Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports,  obtainable  from 
the  Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  produce  a  combined  Report,  the 
Cambrian  Bird  Report,  which  is  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and 
obtainable  from  the  Editor  -  Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane,  Bangor,  Gwynedd 
LL57  4BU. 

For  PEMBROKE  the  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales  also  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which 
is  the  Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of  articles 
on  the  work  at  these  important  Reserves  twice  annually.  The  Trust  also  produces  a  well 
illustrated  and  comprehensive  Newsletter  twice  annually.  Both  are  obtainable  from  their 
office  at  7  Market  Street,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs.  An  important  report  is  published  annually 
by  the  BARDSEY  Observatory,  obtainable  from  Mrs.  Lynn  Richardson,  33  Doveridge 
Road,  Hall  Green,  Birmingham  B28  OLT.  It  includes  comprehensive  reports  on  other  groups 
of  animals  and  of  plants  as  well  as  the  Systematic  List  of  birds.  The  Wales  Raptor  Study 
Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls,  Raven  and  Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual 
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Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  species  and  can  be  obtained  from  RSPB, 
Maesyffynnon,  Penrhos  Gamedd,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country  yet  attempted.  Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in 
brackets,  are  also  available  for  GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas 
of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987),  obtainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook, 
Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire;  GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable 
from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading 
booksellers;  GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable 
from  Dr.  D.K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3 
3AR;  PEMBROKE:  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds 
(1994),  obtainable  from  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales;  CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of 
Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species 
regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC) 
unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should, 
therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The  secretary  of 
BBRC  is  M.J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26  3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only 
records  of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh 
Bird  Report.  Not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  yet  reach  the  Panel.  Thus  the  non- 
appearance  of  such  records  must  not  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them; 
the  Panel  may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
sighting,  either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel’s  Secretary  and  description 
forms  are  available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a 
description  to  the  Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel 
consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in  1998 
comprised: 

R. I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Meirionnydd 
D.  Astins  -  Pembroke 

I.  Higginson  -  Caernarfon 

S. J.  Moon  -  Glamorgan 
M.  Hughes  -  Caernarfon 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road, 
Blaenporth,  Cardigan  SA43  2AR. 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  are: 

Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater.  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Red-crested  Pochard, 
Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Golden 
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Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral  Sandpiper, 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Bee-eater,  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodlark,  Shorelark, 
Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine 
Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little 
Bunting. 

TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1998  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions 
and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year 
shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are 
tabulated  as  available.  They  remain  incomplete.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not 
represent  co-ordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of 
days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month 
counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites, 
because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movement  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn 
with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird 
stays  into  2  months  it  is  recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records  received  are  given  or  have  been 
summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some  regularly  occurring 
species  thus  have  no  entry  means  neither  that  they  did  not  occur  nor  that  we  are  not 
interested  in  them.  We  hope  such  gaps  will  encourage  observers  to  provide  systematic 
information  about  them. 

For  1998  information  is  published  for  all  Welsh  vice-counties.  Records  are  incomplete 
for  Gwent  and  Radnor,  however,  and  passerines  in  many  counties  remain  poorly 
documented. 

A  CKNO  WLEDGEMENTS 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the 
many  observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and 
observers  for  the  data  upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for 
their  help  with  all  the  Editor’s  additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J. 
Howells  for  his  comprehensive  tables  detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders 
and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet  and  to  Andrew  Gouldstone  and  Colin  Wells  for  detailed  records 
from  the  RSPB  holdings  on  the  Dee  Estuary  and  the  latter  for  summaries  of  the  WEBS 
counts  there,  whilst  Alastair  Moralee  provided  breeding  sea-bird  records  from  South  Stack. 
Dr.  Peter  Howlett  has  again  handled  the  ringing  records  (see  special  announcement  under 
Notes  below).  Individual  species  summaries  covering  all  Wales  were  provided  by  Peter 
Davis  (Red  Kite),  Graham  Williams  (breeding  terns)  and  Reg  Thorpe  (Hen  Harrier  and 
Chough).  The  BTO  provided  a  summary  of  the  Lapwing  Survey  in  Wales  and  RSPB 
Lapwing  Team  their  key  sites  records  for  the  same  species.  Duncan  Brown  provided  details 
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of  the  Bam  Owl  survey  and  Colin  Richards  and  Phillip  Gilbert  full  details  of  the  South 
Wales  Peregrine  Watch  monitoring  scheme.  Jim  Clark  sent  his  personal  records  for 
Anglesey  and  Mr.  and  Mrs  Elvet  Jones,  Mr.  &  Mrs  R.  Bagguley,  D.F.  Richardson,  Paul 
Kenyon  and  J.L.  Roberts  their  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint.  Norman  Hallas 
provided  the  Wrexham  Birdwatchers  Report,  which  covers  the  same  area.  For  Radnorshire, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Port,  Douglas  Welch.  Richard  Knight,  Andrew  Ferguson  and  particularly 
Andy  Harris  supplied  much  information.  Andy  Hams  also  supplied  records  for  Gwynedd 
arising  from  his  survey  work  there.  The  counts  from  which  the  table  of  counts  of  common 
birds  was  compiled  were  provided  by  The  Pembrokeshire  Bird  Report  (Pembs.  Islands), 
Bardsey  Bird  Observatory  Report,  M.  Bailey  (Goldcliff),  R.  Hadfield  (Dowrog),  D.M. 
Hanford  (Fanglands  GC),  E.E  &  Z.F  Jones  (Flanasa),  P.  Marshman  (Ystrad/Flwynpia),  B.E. 
Messent  (Drummau),  M.F.  Peers  (Epynt)  and  Dick  Squires  (Ynys-hir).  Bob  Mitchell,  Steve 
Roberts  and  Colin  Richards  have  each  supplied  some  excellent  sketches  to  embellish  the 
text  and  the  photographs  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Gary  Bellingham,  David  Astins, 
Colin  Richards,  Keith  Stone  and  Mark  Coller. 

Finally  the  Editor  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  enormous  amount  of  help  provided  by 
Jon  Green  and  Graham  Williams  in  preparing  the  Systematic  Fist.  Jon  has  been  responsible 
for  divers  to  swans  and  Honey  Buzzard  to  waders  (except  Kestrel)  and  Graham  for  all 
passerines.  Jon  has  also  undertaken  preparing  a  final  disk  for  the  printer,  a  process  which 
has  saved  the  Society  a  significant  sum  of  money.  Very  many  thanks  to  both. 


RINGING  REPORT  FOR  1998;  an  editorial  notice 

Readers  will  notice  that  the  Ringing  Report  for  1998  does  not  appear  in  this  issue.  It  will 
now  appear  in  the  June  2000  issue  and  this  pattern  will  be  followed  in  future.  This  change 
has  been  made  to  make  room  for  a  new  venture,  the  paper  entitled  Bird  Populations  in 
Wales  in  1994-98:  a  Monitoring  Review.  It  is  intended  to  make  this  monitoring  review  of 
the  health  of  Welsh  bird  populations  an  annual  feature  of  the  Bird  Report  and  it  undoubtedly 
fits  best  with  the  Systematic  Fist  of  the  Bird  Report.  The  Ringing  Report  can  happily  stand 
alone  and  moving  it  to  June,  which  has  been  largely  a  matter  of  expense,  will  also  give  the 
opportunity  to  expand  the  analysis  side  of  these  Reports  as  we  wish.  Dr.  Peter  Howlett  is 
continuing  to  handle  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  Ringing  Report,  for  which  our  grateful 
thanks. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1998 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the 
map  on  page  00,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,N,E,W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and 
minimum/minima;  Est.  estuary;  Res  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of 
various  designations;  GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F 
sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In 
wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  Burry  (S), 
the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G,  the 
Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in 
Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  Inner  Marsh  Farm 
RSPB  reserve  in  Flint. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Noted  off  all  coasts  until  May  4th  and  from  Sept.  1 1th.  Fewer  than  usual  in  Cardigan  Bay, 
the  largest  winter  concentration  being  536  on  a  co-ordinated  survey  in  Cardigan  Bay  from 
Clarach  CEREDIGION  to  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  30th,  max.  of  370  off 
Aberdysynni.  Other  large  counts  in  the  bay  were  of  35  off  Wallog,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan. 
25th  and  122  off  Wallog  on  Dec.  20th.  Elsewhere  127  reported  around  the  PEMBROKE 
coast  in  January  /  February,  which  probably  included  14  individuals  off  Telpyn  Point, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  31st,  max  85  at  Goultrop  Roads  on  Jan.  23rd;  29  off  Rhosilli, 
GOWER  on  24th  Jan  was  the  only  other  large  count  in  South  Wales.  A  co-ordinated  count 
of  the  north  Wales  coast  on  Jan.  29th  found  27  birds  between  Traeth  Lafan, 
CAERNARFON  and  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH,  with  another  4  between  Abergele  and 
Mostyn,  FLINT,  and  there  were  of  52  off  Dinas  Dinlle  on  Jan.  3 1st  and  40  in  Conwy  Bay  on 
Feb.  15th,  both  CAERNARFON.  At  the  end  of  the  year  winter  max.  include  60  off  Goultrop 
Roads  on  Dec.  16th,  22  off  Telpyn  Point  Nov.  1st  and  13  off  Penmon  Point  ANGLESEY  on 
Nov.  20th.  Spring  passage  off  PEMBROKE  Mar.  12th  -  April  16th,  when  a  total  of  44 
individuals  recorded  and  21  at  Telpyn  Point  on  April  18th.  Autumn  passage  off  Strumble 
Head  noted  from  Sept.  1 1th  until  Dec.  31st  with  105  individuals  logged,  max  26  on  Dec. 
19th. 

Inland  recorded  at  2  sites,  at  Morfa  Dyfi  MONTGOMERY  on  Jan.  1st  &  29th  and  at 
Llangorse  BRECON  on  Mar.  22nd. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  arctica *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

1996:  Additional  record  of  3  birds  in  Conwy  Bay  Mar.  6th,  making  a  total  of  40-46  in 
Wales  for  that  year. 

1998:  A  total  of  35  recorded,  21  in  the  early  months  until  April  22nd  (when  one  was  seen 
off  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY)  and  14  at  the  end  of  the  year,  from  Sept.  19th  (when  there 
was  one  off  Penrhos,  ANGLESEY).  All  were  offshore  except  for  a  single  bird  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  from  Dec.  29th  1997  -  Mar  11th.  1998  and  at  Llyn  Padam, 
ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  29th  &  Mar.  15th.  One  summer  record  of  a  2nd  summer  bird  off 
Blackpill  GOWER  on  June  17th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  4  3  3  1  3  4  7 
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GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  Gavia  immer*  TROCHYDD  MA  WR 

1997:  Additional  records  were  of  individuals  off  Beaumaris  and  South  Stack  on  the  5th 
May,  both  ANGLESEY. 

1998:  County  Totals: 

GLAMORGAN 
CARMARTHEN 
PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 


6  until  Apr.  26th 
five  until  Mar.  8th 
21  until  Apr.  23rd 
two  in  Jan. 
one  on  Jan.  30th 
18  until  Mar.  1st 
16  until  Mar.  22nd 


8  from  Oct.  27th 
four  from  Nov.  1st 
19  individuals  at  the  end  of  the  year 
three  from  Nov.  29th 

six  from  Oct.  29th 
five  from  Sept.  17th 


Max.  counts  were  6  in  Fishguard  Harbour  PEMBROKE  on  the  Jan.  17th  and  8  there  on 
Dec.  30th.  Summer  records  of  singles  off  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on  May  31st,  off 
South  Stack  ANGLESEY  on  May  8th  and  of  2  birds,  an  adult  and  immature,  off  Blackpill 
GOWER  on  June  9th.  In  autumn  27  logged  passing  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  Sept. 
13th  -  Dec.  31st,  max.  three  on  Oct.  29th  and  12  passed  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  Sept. 
16th-  Oct.  29th. 

Inland  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  Nov.  10th  -23rd  and  an  immature  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  26th. 


LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  G  WYA CH  FA CH 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GLAMORGAN  6  breeding  sites  confirmed  plus 
summering  pairs  at  5  other  sites,  GOWER  2  pairs,  CARMARTHEN  5  pairs,  4  of  which 
reared  a  total  of  12  young  (cf.  six  pairs  in  1997),  CEREDIGION  2  broods  from  one  site, 
BRECON  10  pairs  rearing  18  young,  RADNOR  2  pairs  reared  5  young,  MONTGOMERY 
bred  at  3  sites,  CAERNARFON  5  pairs,  ANGLESEY  5  pairs  and  DENBIGH  3  pairs.  These 
are  not  complete  surveys. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

1997:  Additional  breeding  record  at  Afonwen  CAERNARFON. 

1998:  Breeding  records  were:  GLAMORGAN  12  pairs,  7  of  which  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
reared  19  young;  CARMARTHEN  3  pairs  (cf  4  pairs  in  1997);  BRECON  7  pairs  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  4  of  which  were  successful  fledging  7  young,  elsewhere  4  pairs  fledged  a 
total  of  6  young  and  3  pairs  failed;  RADNOR  2  pairs  reared  4  young  in  total; 
MONTGOMERY  5  pairs  reared  a  total  of  8  young;  MEIRIONNYDD  one  pair  at  Llyn 
Conwy;  CAERNARFON  2  successful  pairs,  one  failed;  ANGLESEY  bred  at  6  sites;  FLINT 
2  pairs  at  Llyn  Helyg  produced  2  young. 

A  co-ordinated  count  of  the  main  wintering  flock  in  Cardigan  Bay  on  Jan.  30th 
recorded  177  individuals,  max.  concentration  of  84  off  Morfa  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD. 
Other  counts  were  45  off  Dwyryd  /  Glaslyn  MEIRIONNYDD  in  March  and  121  off  Borth 
CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  1st.  A  count  of  the  north  Wales  coast  on  Jan.  29th  produced  32 
Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  -  Llanddulas  DENBIGH  and  72  Abergele  -  Mostyn  FLINT; 
389  off  Traeth  Lafan  on  Aug.  18th  &  63  there  on  Dec.  6th  and  88  off  Morfa  Madryn  on 
Sept.  20th.  Off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast  42  at  Aberavon  on  the  Jan.  10th,  35  there  on  Feb. 
7th,  66  on  Nov.  9th  and  60  Dec.  13th  -  15th,  33  at  Wemffrwd  Sept.  19th.  Inland  31  were  at 
Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  April  16th  and  21  there  on  Sept.  7th. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  grisegena*  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

1997:  Additional  record  of  three  at  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  Dec.  14th. 
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1998:  All  records  were  of  singles:  GOWER:  adult  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res  Mar.  19th; 
PEMBROKE:  Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  1st  -  Mar.  1st,  Cwm  yr  Eglwys  Apr.  6th  &  7th, 
Angle  Bay  Oct.  16th  and  Carew  /  Cresswell  in  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  at  Borth  y  Gest  Jan. 
15th  -,21st  and  at  Bangor  Feb.  1st;  ANGLESEY  at  Carmel  Head  Jan.  20th,  Penrhos  Bay 
Jan.  24th,  Llyn  Alaw  Mar.  3rd,  Penmon  Nov.  1 1th  and  Inland  Sea  Dec.  16th. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  Podiceps  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

1996:  Additional  record  in  CAERNARFON  off  Conwy  /  Traeth  Lafan  and  Bangor  / 
Caernarfon  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  making  that  year's  total  81 . 

1998:  in  GWENT  a  single  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Nov.  3rd;  up  to  six  in  Burry  Inlet  near 
Whiteford,  GOWER  until  Apr.  6th,  three  there  from  Nov.  8th  onwards,  increasing  to  six  on 
Dec.  3rd.  A  single  was  seen  off  Blackpill  in  March  with  four  there  on  Dec.  2nd;  a  single 
bird  in  Pembrey  Harbour  CARMARTHEN  in  January;  10  individuals  offshore 
PEMBROKE  until  Mar.  8th  with  only  one  record  in  December.  The  north  Wales  co¬ 
ordinated  count  on  Jan.  29th  found  5  in  the  sector  Traeth  Lafan,  CAERNARFON  - 
Llanddulas.  DENBIGH,  none  in  the  section  Abergele  -  Mostyn  FLINT.  Counts  in  Cardigan 
Bay  found  a  total  of  24  individuals  on  Jan.  30th,  max  19  off  Morfa  Harlech 
MEIRIONNYDD.  Numbers  off  Morfa  Harlech  decreased  to  14  in  March,  with  5  off  there  in 
December.  Elsewhere  up  to  4  Beddmanarch  Bay  ANGLESEY  until  1st  April.  Inland  singles 
at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res  GOWER  on  Mar.  11th,  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY  Mar.  3rd,  at 
Llangorse  BRECON  on  Sept.  6th  and  this  or  another  bird  October  -  December. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  mgricollis*  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

1996:  Additional  records  singles  in  CAERNARFON  at  Pwllheli  on  Feb.  9th  and  in  Conwy 
Bay  Mar.6th  increasing  to  1 1  on  Mar.  19th. 

1997:  Total  of  six  in  CAERNARFON  not  one,  making  a  total  of  23  for  Wales  for  the  year. 
1998:  Singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  Sept.  1st  -  6th,  Sept.  29th  -  Nov.  23rd  with  2 
birds  Oct.  29th  -  Nov.  9th.  Otherwise  all  records  received  were  of  singles  at:  Kenfig 
GLAMORGAN  April  3rd  -  12th  and  a  juvenile  at  Llanishen  /  Lisvane  Res.  on  Aug.  19th; 
Angle  Bay  PEMBROKE  Jan.  1st  -  7th;  Glaslyn  /  Dwyryd,  MEIRIONNYDD  in  January,  at 
Morfa  Harlech  on  Jan.  30th;  at  Llanfairfechan  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  24th;  at 
Beddmanarch  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  5th. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacicilis  ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  Y  GRAIG 

1996:  Additional  breeding  data,  8  apparently  occupied  sites  Rhiw,  10  Conwy  Mountain 
Quarry,  46  Great  Orme  and  nine  on  the  Little  Orme,  all  CAERNARFON. 

1997:  Additional  breeding  data,  53  apparently  occupied  sites  Great  Orme  and  9  Bytilith 
Rhiw,  both  CAERNARFON. 

1998:  Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  PEMBROKE:  638  adults  Skomer 
with  0.73  young/aos,  288  Ramsey  rearing  105  young,  147  Skokholm  with  80  large  young  in 
nests  in  early  August,  1 18  Frainslake  -  Freshwater  East,  a  decrease  of  10.2%  on  Ramsey  and 
13.5%  on  Skokholm;  CEREDIGION:  159  New  Quay  -  Penbryn  (cf  257  in  1997  and  222  in 
1996);  CAERNARFON:  6  Penmaenmawr;  ANGLESEY:  6  in  a  disused  quarry,  38  South 
Stack. 

A  single  D  -  “blue"  fulmar  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  10th. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

Singles  off  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  10th. 
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GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MA  WR 

Single  Celtic  Deep,  four  miles  off  the  Smalls  on  Aug.  10th  and  9  off  Strumble  Head  on 
Aug.  21st,  both  PEMBROKE.  One  off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  25th 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

A  rather  late  bird  was  seen  off  Porthcawl,  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  27th  (this  was  the  first 
record  since  1992  and  only  the  6th  in  the  County).  In  PEMBROKE  singles  were  observed 
passing  Skokholm  on  July  10th  &  12th  and  Aug.  3rd,  with  2  on  Sept.  17th  and  3  on  Aug. 
16th.  99  birds  were  logged  at  Strumble  Head,  July  31st  -  Oct.  29th,  max  29  on  Sept.  10th. 
One  passed  Mwnt,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  16th,  3  passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on 
Sept.  10th  with  a  single  on  the  17th.  In  ANGLESEY  singles  were  seen  off  Point  Lynas  July 
9th  and  Sept.  12th  and  South  Stack  on  Sept.  12th  with  2  on  the  10th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN MANA  W 

PEMBROKE:  population  estimates,  based  on  whole  island  burrow  counts  related  to  tape 
play-back  responses,  2,800  breeding  pairs  at  Middleholm,  45,000  pairs  at  Skokholm  and 
101,000  pairs  at  Skomer.  First  returns  to  colonies  noted  on  Mar.  13th,  first  egg  recorded  27 
Apr,  most  birds  had  departed  by  Oct.  10th  but  1-2  still  heard  up  to  Nov.  20th.  At  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  the  earliest  return  was  on  the  Mar.  15th,  3,200  seen  rafting  on  Apr.  23rd 
and  13,000  observed  there  on  June  24th  (4,000  rafting  and  9,000  passing  by).  One  bird 
originally  ringed  at  Bardsey  in  1963  returned  in  June,  making  it  at  least  38  years  old, 
currently  wearing  it’s  fourth  ring. 

Summer  movements  off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast  included  max  of  18,000  off  Port 
Eynon  on  June  9th,  1000  passed  Ogmore  on  the  July  10th  and  4,800  off  Porthcawl  on  July 
12th.  In  CEREDIGION  2,000  per  hour  were  off  Aberystwyth  June  /  July  and  a  feeding  flock 
of  over  2000  off  Borth  in  August  (also  seen  off  MEIRIONNYDD  coast).  Max.  count  off 
South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  was  of  1 ,350  per  hour  on  the  afternoon  of  June  24th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  Puffinus yelkouan*  ADERYN-DRYCIN MOR  YCANOLDIR 
All  records  received  were:  in  PEMBROKE  at  Strumble  Head,  where  a  total  of  65  were 
logged,  July  30th  -  Nov.  12th,  max  12  on  Oct.  17th,  and  a  single  on  Dec.  29th:  at  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  singles  on  Sept.  10th  and  on  Oct.  21st  &  28th;  in  ANGLESEY  2  off  South 
Stack  on  Sept.  9th,  4  off  Point  Lynas  on  the  12th  and  6  there  on  the  13th. 

WILSON’S  PETREL  Oceanites  oceanicus*  PEDRYN  WILSON 

One  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  1 1th,  6th  Welsh  record. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus *  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

The  only  breeding  count  was  from  Skomer  PEMBROKE  where  an  estimated  55  apparently 
occupied  sites  was  noted,  a  sample  count  on  Skokholm  showed  no  change  on  last  year’s 
figures.  First  returned  to  Skokholm  on  Apr.  9th,  last  recorded  there  on  Oct.  18th.  There  was 
no  proof  of  breeding  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  but  this  species  was  thought  to  be  present 
as  ten  were  attracted  to  a  tape-lure  on  Aug.  15th,  2  on  the  19th,  6  on  the  25th  and  a  single  on 
the  29th. 

Usual  summer  movements  along  the  Bristol  channel,  May  31st  -  Sept.  9th,  max  31  off 
Tutt  Head,  GLAMORGAN  on  June  25th,  34  there  on  July  13th,  31  off  Porthcawl  on  July 
12th  and  16  off  Lavemock  on  the  same  day.  Inland  a  single  was  picked  up  River  Neath  on 
Oct.  31st.  One  was  seen  off  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  7th  and  5  were  logged 
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passing  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  Aug  14th  -  Oct.  29th.  In  ANGLESEY  one  off  the  Range 
on  July  12th,  6  from  Point  Lynas  on  the  14th.  7  the  next  day  and  4  on  Aug.  31st,  2  passed 
South  Stack  on  Sept.  12th. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa*  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

In  GWENT  a  single  was  seen  at  Sluice  Farm  on  Jan.  5th.  In  PEMBROKE  3  off  St.  Govan’s 
Head  on  April  4th  was  the  first  county  record  for  that  month.  A  single  was  in  Newport  Bay 
on  Oct.  17th,  otherwise  all  records  were  from  Strumble  Head,  where  a  total  of  83  were 
logged,  Aug.  3rd  -  Oct.  30th,  max  33  on  Oct.  17th.  In  CAERNARFON  singles  off 
Criccieth  on  Aug.  21st,  Bardsey  on  the  10th  &  23rd  Sept  with  6  on  Oct.  29th.  One  passed 
Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  1 1th  with  29  there  on  the  13th  and  on  that  day  one  bird 
sought  refuge  in  Holyhead  Harbour.  Two  at  Oakenholt,  FLINT  on  Sept.  14th,  3  there  on 
the  16th.  Inland  one  was  at  Llanishen  /  Lisvane  Res,  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  10th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

1996:  Additional  breeding  colony  counts  were  60  nests  Great  Orme  and  347  nests  Little 
Orme  CAERNARFON. 

1997:  Additional  breeding  colony  counts  were  35  nests  Great  Orme  and  296  Little  Orme.  At 
Craig  yr  Aderyn  MEIRIONNYDD  the  average  brood  size  was  1.96  chicks  in  mid  July  1996 
and  2.29  in  1997. 

1998:  An  incomplete  survey  in  PEMBROKE  found  16  pairs  Skomer,  32  Green  Scar,  41 
Thome  Island  and  198  at  St.  Margaret’s  Island  (cf  187  in  1997).  In  CEREDIGION  64  nests 
located  at  Penderi  colony  (cf  73  in  1997)  and  34  in  three  colonies  between  New  Quay  and 
Penbryn. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Taff/Ely 

18 

7 

9 

8 

- 

- 

- 

27 

70 

17 

21 

19 

Whiteford  Point 

21 

32 

- 

24 

12 

24 

60 

47 

96 

52 

51 

44 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

79 

34 

31 

13 

6 

15 

25 

29 

46 

25 

36 

67 

Swansea  Docks 

34 

23 

114 

83 

33 

21 

21 

52 

53 

43 

15 

15 

Blue  Pool  Bay 

23 

22 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

68 

44 

30 

43 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

25 

16 

21 

15 

3 

9 

7 

10 

35 

24 

20 

16 

CARMARTHENBurry  (N) 

15 

12 

14 

11 

6 

4 

5 

12 

9 

15 

22 

21 

T/T/G 

8 

- 

8 

12 

27 

11 

35 

3 

107 

24 

48 

48 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau 

16 

20 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28 

27 

19 

18 

MEIRIONNYDD  Dysynni 

1 

6 

12 

29 

55 

- 

38 

128 

184 

- 

- 

- 

FLINT  Oakenholt 

86 

64 

51 

18 

- 

- 

- 

65 

85 

105 

72 

Maximum  counts  elsewhere  included  those  off  Rhyl,  FLINT  150  in  January,  237  in  June,  55 
in  July  and  280  in  November  with  120  in  January  &  August  on  the  Clwyd  estuary  and  228 
at  Gronant  on  Sept.  6th;  250  were  seen  from  Pennant  Point  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  1st.  Inland 
at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  max  counts  were  37  on  Jan.  17th  and  59  on  Dec.  5th. 

SHAG  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

1996:  Additional  breeding  data,  6  nests  Great  Orme  CAERNARFON. 

1997:  Additional  breeding  data,  3  nests  Little  Orme  CAERNARFON. 

1998:  Bred  Thurba  Head,  GOWER  2  juveniles  seen  in  an  old  Peregrine  ledge  on  June  19th. 
In  PEMBROKE  an  incomplete  survey  found  3  pairs  Skomer,  4  St.  Margaret’s  Island,  7  at 
Caldey,  9  at  Ramsey,  9  between  Frainslake  and  Freshwater  East,  10  Green  Scar,  20  on  the 
Bishops  and  20  at  Middleholm.  In  CEREDIGION  10  nests  Penderi  and  15  New  Quay  - 
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Penbryn  (cf  59  in  1997).  18  pairs  Bardsey  CAERNARFON.  Winter  counts  were:  72 
PEMBROKE  in  January  in  a  non-estuarine  coastal  survey.  Co-ordinated  count  of  Cardigan 
Bay  on  January  30th  found  170  individuals,  max.  62  off  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON,  other 
counts  in  the  Bay  were  78  off  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  2nd  with  60+  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Dyfi  on  the  16th.  233  on  the  north  Wales  coast  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON 
to  Mostyn  Docks  FLINT  on  Jan.  29th,  66  of  which  were  off  Penmaenmawr. 


BITTERN  Botaunis  stellaris*  ADERYN  Y BWN 

1997:  Additional  record  in  CAERNARVON  of  a  bird  at  Afon  Wen  pools  on  Feb.  1st, 
making  a  total  of  28  individuals  in  Wales  that  year. 

1998:  Only  14  reported  individuals.  All  records  were:  in  GLAMORGAN  singles  at  Kenfig 
on  Jan.  2nd,  Feb.  21st  and  Dec.  6th  with  2  birds  there  on  Feb.  13th,  one  at  Cosmeston  Jan. 
7th  &  13th  increasing  to  2  birds  Feb.  9th  &  22nd,  single  there  Dec.  19th  -  21st  and  at 
Oxwich  on  31st  Jan.  Otherwise  all  records  were  of  singles:  at  Shoals  Hook  PEMBROKE  on 
Dec.  23rd;  Ynyshir  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  1st  and  Dec.  9th;  in  CAERNARFON  at  RSPB 
Conwy  on  the  Nov.  8th  then  again  Dec.  11th  -  21st  and  at  Abersoch  on  Dec.  4th;  on 
ANGLESEY  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Mar.  11th  &  15th,  Llyn  Maelog  in  March  and  at  Llyn 
Penrhyn  on  Dec.  2nd. 

NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax*  CREYR  Y NOS 

An  adult  at  Pentre  Derw  ANGLESEY  from  Apr.  1 6th  -  1 8th,  although  local  people  reported 
it  there  since  March. 


LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  *  CREYR  BA CH 

1996:  Additional  record  of  an  individual  on  the  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  18th  & 
22nd  -  23rd. 

1998:  Present  throughout  the  year  with  numbers  and  movements  becoming  ever  more 
difficult  to  follow.  Only  one  inland  record  of  two  individuals  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  10th.  County  summaries: 


Jan.  Feb. 

GWENT 

GLAMORGAN 

(not  including  Burry  Inlet) 

Burry  Inlet  20  20 

CARMARTHEN  5 

(not  including  Burry  Inlet) 
PEMBROKE  22+  22+ 

CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON  2  2 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT  1 


Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  No \ 

13  1 

2  28+  11 


'.  Dec. 
2 


8  5  2  1 

1  1 


7 


33  23  19  14  21 

?  2 


22+ 

2 

1 


2  119 

1  4  2 

1 

1 

1114 


9  10  11  28 

2 

1 

1  2  3 

4  2 


Note:  The  CEREDIGION  counts  in  August  and  September  don’t  include  the  birds  on  the 
Teifi  which  are  included  in  the  PEMBROKE  numbers.  Max.  concentrations  were  30  at  the 
Bynea  roost  on  the  Upper  Loughor  CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  20th,  1 1  at  both  Cydweli  Quay 
CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  7th  and  at  Sandy  Haven  PEMBROKE  in  January  -  March. 

CATTLE  EGRET  Bubulcus  ibis *  CREYR  Y  GWARTHEG 

Single  in  Foryd  bay  CAERNARFON  on  the  April  19th  was  the  8th  Welsh  record. 
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HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  26  occupied  nests  at  Coed  Llwyn 
Rhvdidd;  GOWER:  63  nests  in  nine  colonies;  CARMARTHEN:  42  -  47  nests  in  eight 
colonies  (cf  27  -  30  in  six  colonies  in  1997);  PEMBROKE:  41  nests  in  five  colonies; 
CEREDIGION:  84  nests  in  1 1  colonies;  BRECON:  44  -  50  nests  in  five  colonies; 
CAERNARFON:  7  nests  at  Pont  Solomon;  ANGLESEY:  43+  occupied  nests.  Max.  counts 
were  27  at  Bardsey  on  Aug.  18th,  including  a  single  flock  of  25  flying  south  west  and  26  at 
Aber  Ogwen  on  Aug.  20th  both  CAERNARFON  and  22  on  the  Upper  Loughor  GOWER 
on  Nov.  3rd. 

PURPLE  HERON  Ardea  purpurea  *  CREYR  POREFOR 

Singles  at  a  site  in  CAERNARFON  on  April  12th  -  15th  and  at  Gorsgoch  CEREDIGION  on 
May  16th. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia*  CICONIA  GWYN 

Singles  at  Llywernog  Mine  Museum  CEREDIGION  on  May  8th,  Llandrillio 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  6th  then  over  Brecon  BRECON  on  June  10th.  Probably  only  two 
birds  involved. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  *  LL  WYBIG 

At  least  6  immature  /  first  summer  birds  and  3  adults  recorded  in  Wales,  all  highly  mobile. 
Five  immatures  wintered  on  the  Dee  Estuary,  seen  on  the  Welsh  side,  FLINT  at  Flint  Sands 
and  Oakenholt  then  moving  to  Inner  Marsh  Farm  until  June  4th,  decreasing  to  3  birds  until 
July  22nd  before  they  moved  back  out  into  the  estuary.  Two  of  these  were  highly  mobile 
and  were  seen  at  RSPB  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  July  9th  then  at  RSPB  Leighton  Moss 
LANCASHIRE  on  the  10th.  The  3  visited  Inner  Marsh  Farm  again  on  Aug.  8th,  Oakenholt 
on  Aug.  9th  &  Sept.  9th  before  moving  to  the  Braint  estuary  ANGLESEY  from  Sept.  27th  - 
Oct.  6th.  A  single  was  then  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Nov.  7th. 

The  two  first  year  birds  from  the  Dee  (departed  June  5th)  probably  account  for  the 
record  of  two  birds  at  the  Nevern  estuary  PEMBROKE  on  July  1st  before  taking  up 
residence  at  Dysynni  MEIRIONNYDD  July  4th  -  26th.  The  record  of  two  at  Morfa  Dyfi 
MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  12th  &  13th  and  a  single  at  Ynyshir  CEREDIGION  the 
following  day  also  probably  relate  to  these  two  roving  individuals.  Two  birds  flew  over 
Beddmanarch  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  May  17th,  then  at  Gilfach  yr  Halen  CEREDIGION  on 
the  19th  are  unlikely  to  have  originated  from  the  Dee. 

In  CARMARTHEN  an  adult  was  present  at  Penclacwydd  from  Mar.  22nd  -  Apr.  6th 
and  May  27th  onwards,  being  joined  by  a  second  May  31st  -  June  20th  then  a  third  21st  - 
27th  June.  Two  departed  after  that,  with  a  single  remaining  until  July  2nd.  One  of  these 
individuals  probably  account  for  the  record  of  an  adult  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on  July 
1st.  A  first  summer  at  Sandy  Haven  PEMBROKE  on  July  5th  was  a  new  individual. 

An  adult  of  the  Mauritanian  race  P.  /.  bulsaci  that  traveled  to  the  UK  via  a  boat,  was 
present  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  from  May  29th  -  June  4th  and  Nov.  25th  -  Dec.  2nd, 
then  at  Inland  Sea  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  16th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  10  pairs  at  8  sites,  total  of  44 
young  reared,  2  pairs  failed;  GOWER:  10  pairs  at  9  sites,  a  total  of  27  young  reared,  2  pairs 
failed;  CARMARTHEN:  1 1  pairs  at  9  sites,  7  of  which  reared  a  total  of  22  young  (cf  8  pairs 
at  8  sites,  5  of  which  reared  a  total  of  19  young  in  1997);  CEREDIGION:  4  pairs  at  Cors 
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Caron  but  2  failed  and  5  pairs  along  the  River  Teifi;  BRECON:  1 1  pairs  reared  a  total  of  35 
young  at  7  sites,  with  5  pairs  failing  at  4  sites;  MONTGOMERY:  9  pairs  bred; 
CAERNARFON:  bred  at  3  sites;  ANGLESEY  bred  at  5  sites;  DENBIGH  3  pairs  at  3  sites; 
FLINT:  2  pairs  reared  a  total  of  16  young  at  2  sites.  Systematic  counts  made  at  5  sites  are 
tabulated  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GLAMORGANThe  Knapp 

105 

76 

52 

47 

27 

41 

- 

27 

45 

49 

57 

Ogmore  Est. 

6 

4 

6 

5 

20 

1  12 

- 

5 

28 

33 

24 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau 

45 

54 

41 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

22 

33 

21 

CEREDIGION  Teifi  Est. 

8 

9 

13 

25 

- 

- 

- 

9 

45 

3 

12 

MEIRIONNYDD  D/Gaslyn 

16 

14 

20 

16 

- 

- 

21 

- 

12 

10 

3 

Max.  flocks  were  49  at  St.  Dogmaels,  River  Teifi  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  in  August, 
130  at  Glasbury  BRECON  on  Jan.  31st,  127  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Aug.  2nd,  105 
at  Clyro  RADNOR  was  probably  the  Wye  valley  flock  from  Glasbury,  69  at  Aber  Ogwen 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  4th  -  5th  and  51  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY  on  July  10th. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  Cygnus  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

1996:  Additional  record  of  6  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  15th. 

1997:  Additional  record  of  a  party  of  8  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  Jan.  2nd. 

1998:  Far  fewer  records  received  this  year  compared  to  last.  All  records  are:  in 
CARMARTHEN  4  at  Nantgaredig  on  Jan.  2nd,  2  at  Cilsan  Bridge  on  25th,  a  party  of  8  at 
Llanarthne  on  Feb.  12th  and  finally  3  at  Dryslwyn  in  Dec;  in  PEMBROKE  singles  in  the  St. 
David’s  area,  Jan.  12th  -  Mar.  1st,  at  Trefeiddan  on  Nov.  6th  and  Teifi  Estuary  on  Dec.  6th 
(also  in  CEREDIGION).  Three  were  on  Dowrog  common  on  Nov.  7th  then  moving  to  the 
Gann  estuary  12th  -  21st,  finally  2  at  Angle  Bay  on  the  25th;  in  CEREDIGION  a  party  of  38 
at  Ynyshir  on  Mar.  5th;  in  BRECON  a  single  at  Glasbury  on  Mar.  14th;  2  at  Pwll  Patti 
RADNOR  on  Dec.  6th;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  4  were  at  Ynysmaengwyn  on  Nov.  7th  and  a 
single  on  the  Glaslyn  Marshes  /  Pont  Croesor  CAERNARFON  /  MEIRIONNYDD  January  - 
March;  in  FLINT  a  large  flock  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  January  -  February,  max  101  in  Jan.  and 
102  in  Feb.,  returning  Nov.  2nd,  25  that  month  increasing  to  37  in  Dec,  15  on  Shotwick 
fields  on  Nov.  12th  and  37  there  on  Dec.  9th  were  probably  from  this  flock.  Blue-neck 
collared  bird  409P  present  there  January  -  Feb.  8th  (also  present  in  October  1997  and 
1996/7  winter),  blue-neck  collared  bird  38U,  ringed  in  Siberia  as  a  nestling  on  Aug.  15th 
1996,  present  Nov.  29th  &  30th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  Cygnus  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  the  major  flocks  were  in  north  Wales,  max.  monthly  counts  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

50 

50  44 

12  36  37 

ANGLESEY 

Llangwllog 

43 

55 

6  41 

Llanerchymedd 

55  31 

41 

Elsewhere  max.  flocks  were  17  at  Ystrad  Caron  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  1st,  otherwise  no 
more  than  seven  birds  in  either  winter  period  in  that  area,  2  at  Llyn  Rhosrhydd  on  Oct.  10th 
and  8  at  Llyn  Eiddwen  on  Nov.  20th;  29  at  Aberhafesp  MONTGOMERY  Jan.  3rd  with  20 
there  Oct.  22nd;  10  in  CAERNARFON  January  -  March  with  7  November  -  December. 
Otherwise:  singles  in  GLAMORGAN  in  February  &  November;  GOWER  3  birds  in 
November;  3  in  PEMBROKE  January  -  March  with  2  November  -  December;  3  in 
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RADNOR  in  February;  in  FLINT  2  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Oct.  30th  -  Dec.  5th. 

BEAN  GOOSE  Anser fabalis*  GWYDD  Y LLAFUR 

One  of  the  race  A.  f  fabalis  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY  January  -  late  summer  was  probably 
an  escape. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachvrhynchus*  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  singles  at  Parc  G.C.  Coed  Kernew  GWENT  Nov.  7th  -  15th,  with  the 
Canada  Geese  flock  on  the  Teifi  Marshes  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  Oct.  6th  -  10th,  at 
Pwll  Patti  RADNOR  Dec.  12th  -  31st,  at  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  3rd,  perhaps  the 
same  bird  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  the  8th,  at  Rhosneigr  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  7th  and  at  Llyweni 
Flail,  River  Clwyd  FLINT  Jan.  12th  -  Mar.  1st.  Larger  groups  on  ANGLESEY,  4  on  Jan. 
19th  increasing  to  40  on  the  25th  at  Llyn  Alaw,  41  there  on  Feb.  1st,  decreasing  to  38  on 
16th  with  4  there  on  Nov.  30th,  3  at  Pendol  on  Jan.  22nd,  17  at  Llyn  Llygeirian  on  Feb. 
15th;  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  8  in  January,  2  in  February,  2  Mar.  14th,  3  in  September., 
one  in  October  and  3  in  December. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  Anser  albifrons*  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  rac q  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  was  present  until 
Apr.  19th  and  from  Oct.  1 1th,  with  max.  of  97  in  the  early  months  and  63  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Other  counts  of  this  race  include  14  at  Newgale  Marsh  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  21st,  7  at 
Kete  on  Nov.  10th  &  1 1th,  15  at  Morfa  Dyfi  MONTGOMERY  on  Nov.  8th  and  39  on  Dec. 
6th  which  were  presumably  from  the  Dyfi  flock. 

Max.  counts  of  albifrons  at  Ogmore  Est.  GLAMORGAN  9  on  Dec.  3rd,  22  at  Kenfig 
on  4th  and  23  at  Summerhouse  Point  /  Gileston  on  the  6th. 

Passage  noted  over  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  involved  31  on  Oct.  19th,  23  the  next 
day,  a  single  on  the  23rd  and  4  on  the  25th;  23  at  Nine  Wells  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  19th, 
were  similarly  not  sub-specifically  separated. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  Anser  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Feral  populations  are  well  established  in  Wales  and  breed.  The  main  flocks  recorded  were: 
60  Avon  Taff  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  25th;  62  at  Llyn  Eiddwen  CEREDIGION  on  Sept. 
24th  with  54  on  the  Dyfi  Est.  Jan.  1st  and  96  on  Dec.  31st;  268  at  Aber  Ogwen 
CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  1st  and  632  on  Sept.  5th,  400  flew  over  Bangor  Pier  towards 
Traeth  Lafan  on  Sept.  15th;  ANGLESEY  1000+  at  Llyn  Maelog  Sept.  25th,  300+  at  Llyn 
Alaw  and  Llyn  Traffwll,  249  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Aug.  9th  and  215  on  the  Braint  Est.  on  Oct. 
19th;  in  FLINT  127  on  the  River  Clwyd  on  Jan.  12th,  219  there  on  Mar.  1st  and  150  on 
Aug.  2nd. 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau 

450 

172 

469 

469 

368 

329 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi 

692 

663 

187 

78 

101 

118 

35 

810 

47 

800 

830 

684 

Newcastle  Emlyn 

161 

66 

78 

13 

Teifi 

85 

26 

9 

198 

19 

MEIRIONNYDD  D/Glas 

29 

30 

25 

4 

2 

54 

104 

65 

28 

70 

115 

FLINT  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

750 

900 

40 

18 

112 

20 

228 

1150 

850 

650 

1300 

Two  flocks  of  223  and  201  were  on  the  Teifi  Estuary  on  Sept.  27th,  one  relating  to  birds 
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from  Newcastle  Emlyn  the  other  probably  from  the  Dyfi.  Other  large  flocks  reported  were: 
in  BRECON  515  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb.  1st  &  480  on  Nov.  23rd  and  200  at  Glasbury  on 
Dec.  30th;  in  MONTGOMERY  400  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  on  Jan.  12th,  300  there  on  Oct. 
2nd,  1,200  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  475  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Dec.  31st;  300  at  Llyn 
Alaw  &  Llyn  Traffwll  ANGLESEY;  in  FLINT  400  at  Oakenholt  on  Jan.  12th,  220  in  Sept. 
&  416  on  Nov.  13th  and  550  off  Flint  on  Jan.  20th. 

A  Lesser  Canada  Goose  B.  c.  parvipes  /  moffitti  recorded  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  Jan. 
2nd  &  Feb.  7th  returning  Aug.  16th  until  the  end  of  the  year  with  another  on  Skomer 
PEMBROKE  June  7th-8th  and  Nov.  6th. 


BARNACLE  GOOSE  Branta  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

A  genuine  wild  flock  on  the  Dyfi  Est.  numbered  34  on  Jan.  3rd  at  Morfa  Dyfi, 
MONTGOMERY  moving  to  the  Dyfi  Est.  /  Ynyshir  CEREDIGION  until  Mar.  28th;  33 
returned  with  the  Greenland  White-fronts  on  Oct.  1 1th  until  the  end  of  the  year.  A  flock  of 
14  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  Nov.  8th  probably  relates  to  these  birds.  The  only  other  sizeable  flock 
was  of  16  at  St.  Brides,  GWENT  on  Dec.  6th  moving  to  Sluice  Farm  on  the  13th  then  onto 
Rumney  Great  Wharf  GLAMORGAN  on  the  same  day. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  are  tabulated: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

42  41  35  2  3  36  39  52 


BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  site.  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

850  1165  670  20  5  775  1440  835 

Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  flocks  around  the  coast,  max.  23  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on 
Sept.  13th,  24  Traeth  Abermenai  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  30th  and  19  there  on  the  Dec.  13th, 
all  hrota,  and  23  bernicla  at  Foryd  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  6th.  Inland,  in  BRECON, 
singles  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  Apr.  6th  and  Llangorse  Lake  on  Nov.  23rd.  One  summered  at 
Angle  Bay  PEMBROKE.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bernicla 

4 

28 

15 

9 

4 

2 

13 

10 

5 

hrota 

25 

22 

67 

34 

40 

42 

23 

48 

race  unknown 

52 

56 

17 

25 

23 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  bred  at  the  Glaslyn  marshes  (10  young),  Pwllheli  and  perhaps 
Penrhos.  In  ANGLESEY  4  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn. 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  9  pairs  at  Penclacwydd  and  7  at  Telpyn  Point. 

1998:  Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of 
400  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

91 

150 

20 

3 

162 

590 

800 

750 

Burry  (S)  1395 

1150 

580 

300 

85 

70 

170 

5 

110 

400 

835 

1225 

CARMARTHENBurry  (N) 

206 

549 

284 

362 

217 

55 

65 

152 

53 

202 

502 

362 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

939 

703 

516 

1 

88 

230 

786 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

457 

395 

397 

236 

143 

97 

23 

33 

38 

50 

180 

200 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

143 

130 

109 

43 

18 

109 

51 

25 

920 

1500 

480 

338 

There  were  also  460  at  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 7th. 

Adults  with  young  were  noted  in  6  coastal  sites  in  GLAMORGAN,  creches  totalling  at 
least  98  ducklings  or  juveniles,  with  max.  counts  of  32  at  Penclawdd  and  26  at  Blackpill  at 
the  end  of  August.  In  PEMBROKE  24  broods  totalling  205  ducklings  were  counted  in  the 
Cleddau  Est.,  29  in  4  in  the  Teifi  Est.  and  14  in  3  in  the  Nevern  Est.  In  DENBIGH  35 
juveniles  in  the  Clwyd  Est.  on  Aug. 8th  and  an  adult  with  9  young  was  seen  inland  on  R. 
Clwyd  between  Pont  Gian  y  Wem  and  Llyweni  Hall.  Other  breeding  records  involved  11 
pairs  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN,  2  broods  (8  and  4)  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR 
MONTGOMERY,  3  pairs  (2  successful)  at  Llyn  Traffwll  ANGLESEY  and  7  breeding  at 
Cemlyn  there.  At  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  8  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season 
apparently  produced  no  young. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  there  were  max.  of  1800  in  Foryd  Bay  on  Feb. 7th  and  of  427  at 
Traeth  Lafan  in  February  and  732  there  in  December. 

1997:  In  CAERNARFON  max.  of  1 158  at  Traeth  Lafan  in  January  and  1500  in  Foryd  Bay 
in  October. 

1998:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S)  750 

1845 

375 

90 

790 

2020 

1375 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

770 

347 

271 

355 

526 

481 

1323 

T/T/G 

384 

393 

276 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

114 

121 

532 

446 

1174 

3928 

4007 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi  Est. 

209 

177 

114 

19 

190 

61 

148 

Dyfi  Est. 

2585 

1190 

All 

313 

1601 

1641 

2469 

Cors  Caron 

12 

242 

256 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

110 

130 

100 

7 

28 

190 

40 

MONTGOMERY 

Morfa  Dyfi 

1700 

306 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D'Glas. 

1117 

860 

845 

350 

505 

1200 

620 

Dysynni 

1000 

800 

80 

65 

200 

1000 

1000 

Mawddach 

5 

25 

80 

75 

236 

186 

CAERNARFON  Conwy  RSPB 

76 

17 

43 

118 

302 

59 

55 

Traeth  Lafan 

330 

287 

597 

FLINT  Dee  Est. 

Oakenholt 

900 

1000 

120 

160 

50 

1 

Dee  Est.  Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

790 

900 

Dee  Est.  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

3250 

600 

880 

15 

550 

1000 

1060 

There  is  probably  some  overlap  in  the  figures  for  the  Dee  Est.  sites.  WEBS  counts  for  the 
whole  estuary  recorded  winter  max.  of  4314  in  January  and  4358  in  October.  There  were 
also  247  on  Poulton/Trevalyn  flood  meadows  R.  Dee  FLINT  on  Jan. 23rd.  Other  significant 
counts  were  of  200  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  MONTGOMERY  in  January,  in  CAERNARFON, 
a  max.  of  850  at  Aber  Ogwen  during  January-March,  450  there  on  Oct. 3rd  and  427  at  Morfa 
Madryn  in  November.  These  counts  should  perhaps  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  same 
population  as  Traeth  Lafan.  In  ANGLESEY  there  were  max.  of  840  on  the  Inland  Sea  on 
Jan. 25th  and  450  on  the  Braint  Est.  in  October.  In  DENBIGH  c.200  between  Kinmel  Bay 
and  Rhyl  in  January. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  A.  americana*  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

A  male  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  from  Oct.3-9th.  In  CAERNARFON  a  male 
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present  at  various  sites  along  the  north  coast  until  Apr.  10th  and  from  Sept. 25th,  when  it 
returned  to  Conwy  RSPB,  to  Dec. 27th.  What  was  presumed  to  be  the  same  bird  was  seen  at 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT  from  Mar.9-15th  and  over  Dec. 30-3 1st. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  L  WYD 

In  the  breeding  season  there  were  4  pairs  at  Penclacwydd  and  one  at  Machynys  Pond 
CARMARTHEN,  a  pair  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Apr.  19th  and  4  birds  there  on  July 
12th  and  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY.  Up  to  5  drakes  and  2  ducks  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm 
FLINT  during  May,  with  much  display.  On  June  14th  a  brood  of  9  appeared,  which  all 
fledged. 

Once  again  small  wintering  or  passage  groups  recorded  through  much  of  Wales.  The 
table  summarises  counts  from  the  main  sites  recorded  but  it  is  incomplete.  In  addition,  in 
PEMBROKE,  there  were  10  at  Herbrandston  and  11  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Mar.29th  and  a 
total  of  77  in  5  localities  there  at  the  end  of  the  year,  max.  48  at  Herbrandston,  a  record 
count  for  the  county.  In  FLINT  there  were  19  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  Feb.  19th. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig  Pool 

33 

26 

1 

5 

13 

24 

43 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

33 

38 

27 

12 

18 

27 

50 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

17 

18 

19 

4 

6 

5 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

10 

6 

Llyn  Traffwll 

29 

20 

12 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  IMF 

22 

0 

8 

2 

1 

7 

12 

TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

340 

320 

30 

5 

440 

810 

1300 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

692 

426 

199 

312 

1325 

1755 

510 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1105 

1072 

752 

543 

576 

906 

2086 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

300 

120 

75 

192 

385 

248 

471 

Teifi  Est. 

171 

232 

106 

63 

85 

131 

180 

Cors  Caron 

103 

122 

359 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

60 

40 

73 

7 

37 

230 

100 

MONTGOMERY  Morfa  Dyfi 

2500 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D’Glas. 

360 

307 

34 

300 

38 

300 

397 

Dysynni 

125 

50 

26 

75 

400 

150 

100 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

15 

16 

15 

75 

400 

45 

50 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

664 

473 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

265 

187 

161 

20 

140 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  IMF 

3000 

206 

105 

1150 

500 

950 

950 

Dee  Est.  Oakenholt 

480 

140 

220 

370 

375 

Dee  Est.  Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

106 

149 

345 

82 

115 

170 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

13 

8 

93 

135 

80 

220 

As  with  other  wildfowl,  totals  from  the  Dee  Est.  sites  probably  overlap  and  the  winter  max. 
for  the  whole  estuary  were  3457  in  January  and  3296  in  November.  There  were  also  264  at 
Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  on  Dec. 6th  and  403  on  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  ANGLESEY  on  4th. 

Few  breeding  season  records  received  but  1-2  pairs  were  present  at  Oxwich  Marsh 
GOWER  and  pairs  bred  at  Ramsey  and  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  and  at  Brechfa  Pool  and 
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Pentrebach  BRECON,  both  the  latter  rearing  4  young.  In  MONTGOMERY  3-4  pairs  bred  at 
Llyn  Newydd. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  were  widespread  throughout 
Wales.  Numbers  remain  low  and  the  definition  of  a  major  site  (having  a  count  of  500  at  least 
once)  has  been  reduced  to  400.  Even  so  only  5  sites  qualify  (see  table)  compared  to  7  at  the 
higher  level  in  1995  for  example. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

88 

5 

511 

220 

140 

140 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

178 

91 

98 

273 

564 

346 

275 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

398 

227 

198 

325 

282 

345 

302 

MONTGOMERY 

Morfa  Dyfi 

400 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

211 

60 

17 

383 

360 

300 

445 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were  of  45  pairs  at 
Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN,  17  pairs  along  R.  Usk  from  Talybont  to  Pencelli  BRECON, 
of  which  only  7  reared  any  young  and  c.20  pairs  rearing  c.40  young  at  Conwy  RSPB 
CAERNARFON;  12  broods  recorded  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT.  See  also  page  213. 


PINTAIL  A.  acuta  HWYADEN LOSTFAIN 

1996:  390  at  Foryd  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Feb. 1st  and  400+  in  the  Braint  Est. 
ANGLESEY  on  7th  perhaps  refer  to  the  same  flock  moving  across  the  Strait. 

1997:  There  were  200  at  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY  on  Dec. 2 1st. 

1998:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est 

270 

150 

44 

170 

190 

41 

Burry  ( S ) 

1605 

1360 

45 

115 

1460 

1470 

2750 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

793 

372 

1 1 

8 

175 

110 

855 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

107 

173 

6 

54 

74 

169 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  Est. 

58 

50 

3 

168 

Malltraeth 

50 

180 

2 

38 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

250 

156 

69 

120 

320 

360 

Dee  Est. Inner  Marsh  Farm 

122 

279 

1020 

110 

500 

32 

31 

Dee  Est.  Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

1270 

1 100 

300 

3400 

3900 

5600 

3800 

Bagillt  Bank  is  the  main  low  water  loafing  area  for  this  species  within  the  Dee  Est.  and  a 
max.  of  1 100  at  Oakenholt  in  December  probably  refers  to  the  same  birds.  There  were  also 
600  on  the  Holt  flood  meadows  R.  Dee  FLINT  on  Jan.  14th  and  470  on  Poulton/Trevalyn 
flood  meadows  R.  Dee  on  23rd,  and  c.400  at  Cardiff  Heliport  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  17th. 
Did  not  breed  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  and  there  were  no  other  breeding  records,  although 
birds  summered  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT. 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedula*  HWYADEN ADDFAIN 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  there  was  a  male  at  Porthmadog  on  Mar.28th,  another  at  Cors 
Geirch  on  31st  and  a  juvenile  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Aug. 6-Sept. 9th,  making  25-26  for  the 
year  in  Wales. 

1997:  A  male  at  Glaslyn  Pools  CAERNARFON  on  May  18th,  making  19-21  in  Wales. 
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1998:  A  total  of  21  altogether,  14  in  spring  between  Mar. 8th  and  May  25th  and  7  in  autumn 
between  late  July  and  Sept.24th,  in  GWENT  (3),  GLAMORGAN  (2),  CARMARTHEN  (4), 
PEMBROKE  (1),  CEREDIGION  (2),  MONTGOMERY  (2),  ANGLESEY  (3)  and 
CAERNARFON  (4).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

14  9  0  15  1 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  L  YDANBIG 

1996:  A  pair  had  5  young  at  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY  on  July  21st. 

1998:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  (S) 

665 

275 

3 

70 

315 

260 

315 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwydd 

474 

258 

94 

121 

148 

304 

433 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

98 

95 

85 

88 

151 

75 

38 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  CARMARTHEN,  with  6  pairs  breeding  at 
Penclacwydd,  PEMBROKE,  where  2  pairs  bred  but  failed  at  Skomer.  BRECON,  with  a  pair 
at  Brechfa  Pool  on  June  22nd  and  a  female  there  on  July  4th,  and  ANGLESEY,  where  pairs 
were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni  and  Llyn  Traffwll.  Birds  also 
present  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

In  GLAMORGAN  one  of  uncertain  origin  on  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  on  Aug. 5th.  At  least 
six  other  individuals  reported  in  GLAMORGAN  and  two  in  RADNOR  all  of  which  have 
not  been  described  and  probably  relate  to  escaped  individuals. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  5  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  2  at  Machynys  Pond. 

1998:  Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering 
sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Kenfig  Pool 

310 

93 

36 

127 

180 

107 

Roath  Park  Lake 

112 

83 

7 

16 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

460 

369 

100 

69 

291 

308 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwydd 

91 

105 

70 

70 

71 

96 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

220 

100 

70 

28 

65 

95 

There  were  also  220  off  Cardiff  heliport  on  Jan.  18th. 

In  the  breeding  season  3  broods  were  raised  at  Roath  Park  Lake  GLAMORGAN,  25 
pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  and  one  at  Machynys  Pond  there  and  there  was 
a  pair  at  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY  on  May  16th. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris *  HWYADEN  DORCHA  G 

A  male  at  Holyhead  ANGLESEY  on  May  16th  moved  to  Llyn  Traffwll,  staying  to  30th. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  5  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  a  total  of  3  more  at  2  other  sites. 
1998:  As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales.  The  monthly  max.  in 
the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Kenfig  Pool 

135 

66 

45 

27 

42 

135 

118 

38 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

78 

26 

49 

137 

38 

37 

34 

36 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

129 

99 

148 

84 

200 

179 

140 

148 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

350 

230 

ANGLESEY  Llyn  Cefni 

268 

252 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

93 

64 

30 

13 

24 

57 

54 

47 

There  was  also  a  max  of  103  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY  in  December. 

Breeding  or  summering  birds  were  noted  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  2  pairs  bred  at 
Parc  Slip,  with  broods  of  5  and  one,  and  one  at  Margam  Park,  with  a  brood  of  2  on 
Aug.  13th:  CARMARTHEN:  12  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  a  total  of  4  at  3  other  sites; 
PEMBROKE:  none  breeding  but  birds  at  Skomer  on  May  13th  and  24th,  6  at  Marloes  Mere 
on  23rd  and  2  on  June  21st  and  2  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  from  June  2-6th,  one  staying  to  July 
6th;  BRECON:  single  pairs  bred  at  Battle  Pool  Cradoc  (5  young),  Llangorse  Lake  (2  young) 
and  probably  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach,  where  there  were  2  juveniles  on  July  24th: 
MONTGOMERY:  bred  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  where  there  were  20  birds  on  May  12th.  Llyn 
Du  5-6  pairs  and  Llyn  Newydd  3  pairs;  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  bred  at  Treborth  Farm 
Lake;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni  and  Llyn  Traffwll;  DENBIGH:  a  pair 
with  6-7  tiny  ducklings  on  Pen-y-Cae  Res.  on  July  26th  and  27th;  FLINT:  3  broods  (3,3  and 
5)  at  Flint  Industrial  Estate  on  July  1 1th  and  5  broods  recorded  at  Inner  Mash  Farm  RSPB. 
although  few  fledged. 

SCAUP  A.  mania  *  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

1996:  One  at  Llyn  Tegid  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan. 4th. 

1998:  Many  fewer  than  last  year's  exceptional  numbers,  with  a  total  of  c.79  recorded  at  the 
coast  and  inland  up  to  Apr.  12th  and  about  38  similarly  from  Sept. 5th.  The  main  flocks  were 
up  to  14  on  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN  in  January,  15,  all  females,  at 
Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  on  Feb. 5th,  which  may  have  included  some  of  the  same 
birds,  10  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar. 8th  and  20  off  Towyn  beach 
DENBIGH  on  Jan. 29th  and  30th;  no  others  were  found  during  a  coordinated  count  of  sea- 
ducks  along  the  coast  from  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  to  Mostyn  Dock  in  the  Dee  Est. 
FLINT  on  29th  and  none  was  found  in  a  similar  exercise  in  Cardigan  Bay  from  Clarach 
CEREDIGION  to  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  on  30th.  Otherwise  no  party  of  more  than  6 
noted.  In  summer  in  ANGLESEY  there  were  2  males  at  the  Range,  South  Stack  on  July  7th, 
one,  perhaps  the  same,  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  10th  and  a  bird  at  Llyn  Llygeirian  on  Aug.  10th.  A 
wide  scatter  of  records  on  inland  (fresh)  waters  at  both  ends  of  the  year  totalled  GWENT 
(2),  GLAMORGAN  (18),  PEMBROKE  (2),  MONTGOMERY  (1),  MEIRIONNYDD  (2) 
and  ANGLESEY  (3). 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisima *  HWYADEN FWYTHBLU 

Small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  2  main  sites  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  Inlet  40  65  35  55  35  30  40  25  35  30  40  25 

MEIRIONNYDD  Dysynni  82  110  90  100  4  27  28  99  92  130  6 

Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  or  small  groups.  Numbers  are  perhaps  increasing  and 

c.170  birds  were  involved  altogether,  including  flocks  of  14-16  off  Newgale  PEMBROKE 
until  Mar.21st,  38  in  Caldey  Roads  there  on  25th,  10  flying  E  off  Porthcawl  GLAMORGAN 


162 


on  July  21st  and  20  off  Llangelynin  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Sept. 29th,  which  may  have  been 
part  of  the  Dysynni  Hock. 

A  pair  again  bred  on  Puffin  Island  ANGLESEY  but  failed  and  2  nests  were  found  in 
one  site  in  MEIRIONNYDD. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis *  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

1996:  A  male  at  Porth  Penrhyn  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  18th. 

1998:  All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  female  at  Hensol  Lake  over  Dec.5-6th  and  a 
male  at  Baglan  Pool  over  Nov.  1 -2nd;  CARMARTHEN:  a  female  in  Pembrey  Harbour  on 
Feb.  15th  and  Mar.8th;  PEMBROKE:  a  male  at  Jack  Sound  over  Jan.26-27th  and  a  female  at 
Broadhaven  from  Dec. 20-3 1st;  CAERNARFON:  a  male  off  Penmaenmawr/Llanfairfechan 
on  Jan. 5th,  29th  and  Feb. 7th,  2  off  Black  Rock  on  Nov. 29th  increasing  to  10  on  Dec. 20th 
but  only  one  there  on  22nd;  ANGLESEY:  a  female  at  Penmon  from  Nov. 20-Dec.  1 9th; 
DENBIGH:  one  off  Llanddulas  on  Jan.  16th. 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN DDU 

1996:  There  was  a  max.  of  500-600  in  Conwy  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.27th. 

1997:  A  max.  of  400  in  Conwy  Bay  on  Sept. 30th. 

1998:  Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  with  records  for  every  month.  No  systematic  counts 
were  supplied  covering  the  whole  of  Carmarthen  Bay,  so  monthly  max  for  individual  sites 
are  included  in  the  table  below.  Sites  marked  *  are  round  Carmarthen  Bay,  the  area  shown 
as  Carmarthen  Bay  being  only  that  part  actually  in  the  county.  In  Cardigan  Bay  one 
complete  count  from  Clarach  CEREDIGION  to  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  was  done  on 
Jan. 30th  and  found  a  total  of  5220  birds,  mainly  off  Morfa  Harlech  (1338),  Black  Rock 
(1313),  Shell  Island  (846),  Tal  y  Bont  (492)  and  Barmouth  (410).  One  coordinated  count 
was  also  done  in  north  Wales,  covering  the  coast  from  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  to 
Mostyn  Dock,  Dee  Est.  FLINT  on  Jan. 29th.  This  recorded  a  total  of  3022  birds,  with  the 
main  flocks  off  Penmaenmawr  (848),  Llanddulas  (966),  Abergele  (500)  and  Towyn  (390). 
Counting  conditions  were  poor  in  the  Llanddulas-Towyn  stretch  and  2000-3500  were 
estimated  here  on  the  30th  and  2000  on  Feb. 26th.  Inland  the  only  records  received  were  of  a 
pair  on  the  Usk  Res.  BRECON  on  Jan. 2 1st  and  12  on  Shotwick  Lake  FLINT  on  June  15th. 
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GOWER 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER  Oxwich  Bay 

151 

330 

301 

Rhossili  Bay* 

2,700 

2,818 

800 

231 

CARMARTHEN  Bay* 

2,848 

3,292 

12,458 

PEMBROKE  Amroth* 

1,300 

1,300 

3,000 

5,500 

1,100 

St.  Brides  Bay 

600 

600 

280 

CEREDIGION  Borth  Bay** 

450 

205 

All 

60 

ANGLESEY  Red  Wharf  Bay 

500 

In  the  autumn  a  total  of  2,474  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on 

96  dates 

between 

June  13th  and  Dec. 28th,  max.  175  on  Nov. 4th. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata*  MOR-HWYA DEN  YR  EWYN 

A  male  off  Amroth  PEMBROKE  over  Mar.21-22nd  was  also  seen  off  Telpyn  Point 
CARMARTEIEN  over  20-2 1st.  What  was  presumably  the  same  bird  was  seen  again  off 
Telpyn  Point  on  Sept. 27th  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1996:  2  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 2 1st  and  one  dead  there  on  Mar.5th. 

1998:  All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  male  off  Blackpill  on  June  24th; 
CARMARTEIEN:  a  male  off  Telpyn  Point  on  Feb.  19th;  PEMBROKE:  3  at  Broadhaven  on 
Jan.  10th,  up  to  4  off  Newgale  from  Jan. 26-Feb.  15th,  up  to  6  at  Amroth  from  Mar.  15-22nd, 
singles  off  Strumble  Head  on  Sept. 26  and  Nov.  14th,  with  2  on  4th,  2  off  Druidston  on 
Dec. 6th,  off  Amroth  on  13th  and  Broadhaven  over  20-2 1st;  MEIRIONNYDD:  3  off 
Fairbourne  on  Jan. 4th,  10  off  Morfa  Harlech  on  30th  and  13  there  on  Mar. 21st; 
CAERNARFON:  one  off  Llanfairfechan  on  Feb.  1st  and  2  males  there  on  Nov. 6th  and  23rd; 
ANGLESEY:  4  at  Penmon  from  Nov.l  1-1 4th  and  2  on  20th,  2  males  (?same)  at  Beaumaris 
on  Dec.  1st  and  2  off  Abermenai  Point  on  Nov. 29th;  DENBIGH:  one  off  Abergele  on 
Feb. 2 8th  and  one  at  Rhyl  FLINT  on  Oct. 8th. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

1996:  Counts  in  CAERNAFON  included  129  from  Bangor  to  Aber  Ogwen  on  Jan. 2 1st,  250 
there  on  Feb.  18th  and  33  in  Foryd  Bay  on  7th. 

1997:  An  additional  count  in  CAERNARFON  was  of  84  at  Traeth  Lafan  on  Dec.  14th. 

1998:  Singles  or  small  parties  occur  in  winter  on  many  inland  and  coastal  waters  in  Wales 
and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

32 

20 

5 

4 

29 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

36 

39 

47 

5 

19 

23 

CARMARTHEN 

Talley  Lakes 

7 

15 

17 

1 

1 

9 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

34 

41 

15 

1 

9 

17 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

74 

64 

30 

2 

16 

45 

Talybont  Res. 

21 

10 

24 

5 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

16 

23 

15 

13 

25 

CAERNARFON 

Bangor/Aber  Ogwen 

80 

36 

80 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

30 

35 

Other  significant  counts  were  of  a  total  of  179  in  a  coordinated  count  from  Traeth  Lafan 
CAERNARFON  to  Mostyn  Dock  Dee  Est  FLINT  on  Jan. 29th,  with  max.  of  77  at  Traeth 
Lafan  and  38  off  Penmaenmawr,  where  80+  were  estimated  on  Feb.  1st.  Elsewhere  there 
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were  54  on  the  Inland  Sea  ANGLESEY  on  Feb. 8th,  36  in  Trearddur  Bay  there  on  15th,  60 
off  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  on  Jan. 27th  and  a  total  of  52  in  Cardigan  Bay  from  Clarach 
CEREDIGION  to  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  on  Jan. 30th,  all  from  Morfa  Harlech  north 

SMEW  Mergellus  albellus*  LLEIAN  WEN 

About  25  noted  altogether,  16  in  the  early  months  until  Mar.30th  and  13  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  Nov. 7th,  in  GWENT  (1),  GLAMORGAN  (16),  CARMARTHEN  (1), 
PEMBROKE  (2),  CEREDIGION  (2),  ANGLESEY  (2),  DENBIGH  (1)  and  FLINT  (4). 
These  figures  assume  that  birds  at  Kenfig  Pool  GLAMORGAN,  with  up  3  in  the  early 
months  and  4  in  December  were  the  same  as  those  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.;  movement 
between  the  2  sites  is  well  established.  The  latter  site  held  the  largest  group  noted  with  7  in 
the  early  months  and  8  in  December.  Eight  adult  males  were  seen  altogether.  Monthly  totals 
were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Nov.  Dec. 

13  13  11  5  13 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  Mergus  serrcitor  HWYADEN FRONGOCH 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  32  in  the  Dwyfor  Est.  on  Feb. 20th,  55  at  Traeth  Lafan  on 
Mar. 5th,  330  there  on  Aug. 23rd  and  89  on  Oct.  13th;  bred  at  Porthmadog  (2  pairs)  and 
Bangor.  A  pair  also  bred  at  Cemlyn  ANGLESEY. 

1997:  In  CAERNARFON  40  on  the  Dwyfor  Est.  on  Mar. 9th,  249  at  Traeth  Lafan  on 
Sept. 30th  and  148  on  Oct.  19th.  A  max.  of  30  at  Pwllfanogl  ANGLESEY  in  January  and 
February 

1998:  Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available 
are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  (S) 

10 

20 

25 

20 

2 

2 

3 

20 

10 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

5 

5 

9 

7 

1 

6 

7 

T/T/G 

10 

9 

3 

PEMBROKE  Amroth 

1 

20 

0 

11 

5 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

5 

13 

60 

33 

19 

21 

2 

17 

17 

4 

40 

51 

MEIRIONNYDD  D’Glas. 

14 

22 

120 

12 

10 

21 

26 

4 

Dysynni 

75 

16 

60 

27 

22 

13 

5 

2 

6 

15 

12 

Mawddach 

8 

5 

34 

24 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

23 

14 

150 

453 

54 

Conwy  RSPB 

5 

13 

13 

25 

3 

11 

26 

25 

10 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

4 

10 

15 

11 

12 

6 

In  addition  a  coordinated  count  along  the  coast  from  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  to 
Mostyn  Dock  Dee  Est  FLINT  on  Jan. 29th  recorded  a  total  of  209,  with  a  max.  of  132  off 
Great/Little  Orme,  and  a  similar  count  in  Cardigan  Bay  from  Clarach  CEREDIGION  to 
Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  on  30th  found  a  total  of  294,  max.  75  off  Aberdysynni  and  111 
off  Criccieth.  There  were  also  48  off  Aberdesach  and  32  off  Dinas  Dinlle  CAERNARFON 
on  31st. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  CEREDIGION:  3  pairs  bred  at  or  close  to  Ynys-hir; 
BRECON:  breeding  possible  at  Talybont  Res.  where  a  pair  apparently  nest  prospecting  on 
May  23rd;  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  with  broods  of  8  and  one  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  June  1 1th; 
CAERNARFON:  bred  along  the  lower  reaches  of  Afon  Ogwen,  with  possibly  6  pairs; 
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ANGLESEY:  a  pair  reared  3  young  at  Cemlyn.  One  or  two  summering  birds  were  also 
noted  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  4  pairs  bred  on  R.  Tywi,  3  successfully,  2  pairs  on  R.  Cothi  and  a 
pair  with  10  young  on  R.  Teifi. 

1998:  Small  parties  are  widespread  in  winter  in  Wales,  being  recorded  in  every  county. 
Parties  of  more  than  12  were  noted,  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  a  max.  of  16  on  the 
Ogmore  Est.  in  January,  12  at  Mowlais-Methyr  Ponds  on  Mar. 23rd.  12  on  the  Upper  Lliw 
Res.  on  19th  and  13  on  R.  Neath,  perhaps  returning  breeding  birds,  on  31st;  CEREDIGION: 
23  at  Pond  yr  Oerfa  on  Feb. 25th;  BRECON:  14  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  on  Feb.  17th.  13  on 
R.  Usk  at  Scethrog  on  Mar.  15th  and  a  max.  of  22  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec. 24th: 
RADNOR:  a  max.  of  43  on  Llandrindod  Lake  in  early  January  and  27  at  Llanbwchllyn  on 
Dec.  11th;  MONTGOMERY:  44  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Feb.  15th  and  78  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on 
Oct.l  1th;  FLINT:  12  on  Llyn  Helyg  in  January  and  February  and  13  on  Mar.4th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  3-4  pairs  bred  on  R.  Neath,  all 
being  seen  with  young,  and  at  least  one  pair  had  young  on  R.  Tawe;  CARMARTHEN:  5 
broods  were  noted  along  the  R.  Tywi  from  Dryslwyn  to  Rhandirmwyn  and  a  brood  of  10 
was  seen  on  R.  Teifi;  BRECON:  7  broods  noted  along  R.  Usk  from  Aberbran  to  Talybont,  3 
broods  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  and  one  on  R.  Irfon  at  Llanwrtyd;  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs 
reared  14  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB:  CAERNARFON:  at  least  2  pairs  bred  on  R. 
Ogwen;  DENBIGH:  broods  seen  each  side  of  Llangollen  on  R.  Dee  and  a  brood  of  3  noted 
on  R.  Clwyd  between  Llyweni  Hall  and  Pont  Gian  y  Wem. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyurci  jamaicensis *  HWYADEN  GOCH 

Breeding  records  came  from  RADNOR,  a  pair  with  5  young  on  Llyn  Heilyn  on  Aug.  15th, 
CAERNARFON,  where  5  pairs  reared  15  young,  and  ANGLESEY,  where  bred  on  Llyn 
Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni.  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu.  Although  there  was  no  evidence  of 
nesting,  up  to  13  were  present  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT. 

Substantial  winter  flocks  were  noted  only  in  Anglesey,  with  max.  of  210  at  Llyn  Coron 
on  Jan.  10th  and  225  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Feb.  1st.  There  were  also  147  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
Sept. 9.  Elsewhere  singles  or  small  groups  of  up  to  12  only  recorded  from  GLAMORGAN, 
BRECON,  DENBIGH  and  FLINT. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y MEL 

Passage  birds  noted  at  Chepstow  GWENT  on  May  20th,  Dinas  Island  PEMBROKE  on  July 
4th,  over  Gyffin,  Conwy  on  Sept.  4th  and  over  Bangor  on  Sept.  30th,  both  CAERNARFON. 
The  species  continues  to  breed  in  Wales. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

The  Welsh  population  continued  its  steady  increase.  A  total  of  200  territorial  pairs  was 
found,  an  increase  of  11%  cf  1997.  Of  these  167  were  proved  to  breed  (+10%)  and  it  is 
likely  that  several  of  the  remaining  33  pairs  also  laid  and  that  additional  pairs  were 
overlooked.  About  136  unmated,  mainly  immature,  birds  were  also  identified,  making  the 
April  population  in  Wales  at  least  536  birds.  C.l  12  of  the  known  breeding  pairs  successfully 
reared  174  young,  a  record  result,  in  55  fledged  broods  of  one,  55  of  2  (including  2  which 
fostered  chicks)  and  3  of  3.  Most  of  the  55  nest  failures  occurred,  as  usual,  during  or  soon 
after  the  hatch  period.  Fifteen  nests  failed  with  eggs,  3  apparently  robbed,  3  from  other 
human  disturbance,  one  nest  collapsed,  2  clutches  were  fostered  elsewhere,  2  clutches  were 
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infertile  and  4  failed  for  unknown  reasons.  Twenty  nests  failed  after  hatching,  mostly  with 
smallish  young  and  often  due  to  heavy  rain  but  3  failures  were  probably  caused  by  Ravens 
nesting  close-by,  3  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  pair  (young  from  2  of  these  were  fostered 
elsewhere),  2  nests  collapsed  and  one  failed  due  to  farming  disturbance.  Of  the  remainder, 
15  probably  failed  around  the  hatch  period  but  whether  or  not  they  hatched  is  unknown,  and 
for  5  the  cause  and  time  of  failure  is  unknown.  A  very  warm  early  spring  probably 
contributed  to  an  exceptionally  early  breeding  season,  with  first  egg  dates  for  3  pairs  around 
Mar.20-22nd,  the  earliest  ever  recorded  in  Wales,  many  pairs  laying  before  the  end  of 
March  and  most  of  the  remainder  in  the  first  week  of  April. 

The  known  breeding  range  changed  very  little,  most  of  the  increase  being 
accommodated  by  infilling  within  the  established  range.  However  the  number  of  non¬ 
breeding  birds  living  in  peripheral  areas  increased  substantially,  which  should  presage 
further  increase  in  the  future.  We  heard  retrospectively  of  2  pairs  in  1997  breeding  close  to 
the  English  border,  one  successful  but  the  other  robbed  by  an  egger.  One  of  that  pair  was 
shot  in  1998  by  a  local  fanner.  Of  10  other  Welsh  Kites  found  dead  during  the  year,  2  were 
poisoned  by  Fenthion.  As  this  highly  toxic  organo/phosphorus  compound  now  has  no  legal 
uses,  these  were  presumably  killed  by  illegal  poison  baits. 

At  least  4  Kites  originating  in  England  and  one  from  Scotland  were  seen  in  Wales  in 
winter  or  spring.  Two  were  siblings  reared  by  a  wild  pair  (as  opposed  to  introduced  birds)  in 
Suffolk  in  1997.  Two  were  from  the  reintroduction  in  the  east  Midlands,  reared  in  1996  and 
which  had  also  been  seen  in  Wales  in  1997.  One  of  these  was  back  by  England  in  early 
March  but  the  other  was  seen  near  Rhayader  RADNOR  in  February  and  carrying  a  stick. 
Unfortunately  it  was  found  dead  there  in  early  March.  The  Scottish  bird  was  a  1997  juvenile 
from  the  central  Scottish  reintroduction.  Most  of  these  birds  were  attracted  to  feeding 
stations. 

The  table  summarises  the  1998  results  and  gives  revised  figures  for  1997. 


Breeding 

Other 

Unmated 

Successful 

Young 

Total  birds 

pairs 

pairs  Total 

birds 

pairs 

reared 

April  August 

1997  152 

28  180 

135 

99 

129 

495  618 

1998  167 

33  200 

136 

112 

174 

536  700 

BLACK  KITE  Milv 

us  mi  grans  * 

BARCUD  DU 

A  single  over  North  Haven  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  May  20th  was  the  8th  Welsh  record. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  G  WERNI 

1996:  Total  of  4  not  one  as  published  in  CAERNARFON,  making  a  total  of  27  for  Wales 
that  year. 

1997:  Additional  record  of  a  juvenile  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Aug.  3rd,  making  a  total  of 
49  in  Wales  for  that  year. 

1998:  Fewer  records  received  this  year  compared  to  last  but  at  least  23  individuals.  Over 
wintering  birds  at  Morfa  Dyfi  MONTGOMERY,  a  female  on  the  8th  January  and  a  male  at 
Wem-y-Wylan  ANGLESEY  on  the  17th  of  January. 

Spring  passage  at  Kenfig  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  13th;  in  PEMBROKE,  at  Marloes 
on  Mar.  7th,  Teifi  Marshes  on  Apr.  29th  &  May  2nd  and  at  Skomer  on  June  25th;  singles 
at  Ynyshir  CEREDIGION  on  May  10th;  in  CAERNARFON  at  RSPB  Conwy  on  May  9th  & 
1 7th  and  at  Glaslyn  Marshes  on  June  4th. 

On  ANGLESEY  a  male  was  observed  displaying  at  Ger-y-Parc  on  May  2nd, 
presumably  the  same  bird  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  June  29th  and  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  July  6th. 
Unsexed  individual  reported  Llyn  Llywenlan  on  Apr.  12th. 
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Autumn  passage  at  Whiteford  GOWER  on  Aug.  31st,  in  PEMBROKE  3  cream-crowns 
in  the  Marloes  /  Gann  /  Skomer/  Skokholm  area  from  Aug.  9th  -  Sept.  4th,  single  cream- 
crowns  at  Ynyshir  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  6th.  in  CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey  on  Aug.  9th 
and  at  RSPB  Conwy  on  Aug.  10th,  in  ANGLESEY  at  Malltraeth  on  Aug.  9th  &  28th  and  at 
Penmynydd  on  the  13th.  Late  male  on  ANGLESEY  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  Oct.  22nd  & 
27th  and  presumably  the  same  individual  at  Brynteg  on  Nov.  18th. 

HEN  HARRIER  Circus  cyaneus*  BOD  TINWEN 

Total  of  28  territorial  pairs  in  Wales,  of  which  20  were  proved  to  breed,  plus  singles  at  a 
further  6  sites. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range,  approximately  101  birds  were 
involved  of  which  26  were  adult  males.  County  totals:  GWENT  (6),  GLAMORGAN  (9), 
GOWER  (8),  CARMARTHEN  (5).  PEMBROKE  (21+),  CEREDGION  (11).  BRECON  (6), 
MONTGOMERY  (3),  MEIRIONNYDD  (5),  CAERNARFON  (3),  ANGLESEY  (20)  and 
DENBIGH  (4).  Max.  at  the  main  roosts:  PEMBROKE  at  Dowrog  3  males  +  one  female 
November  -  December,  at  Marloes  2  males  +  one  female  January  -  March  and  3  females  on 
Skomer  on  1st  November:  CEREDIGION  at  Cors  Fochno  a  male  +  female  January  -  March 
with  a  male  +  2  females  November  -  December  (one  of  the  ring-tails  was  a  first  winter  male 
ringed  at  Langholm,  Dumfries)  and  at  Cors  Caron  3  males  +  female  in  October,  2  males  in 
November.  Approximate  monthly  totals  for  the  dated  records: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

27  21  13  7  1  1  2  2  12  28  18 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

Breeding  records  received  were  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  5  nests  monitored.  4  of  which 
were  successful,  total  of  12  young  fledged;  GOWER:  bred  at  4  sites,  total  of  9  young  reared, 
one  nest  failed;  CEREDIGION:  1 1  pairs  reared  19  young;  BRECON:  minimum  of  17  pairs, 
fledged  young  noted  at  3  sites;  bred  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  CAERNARFON:  bred  at  one  site. 
These  figures  do  not  represent  a  complete  Welsh  census. 

A  paper  in  Ibis  Vol  140,  pgs  569-579  on  the  Diet  of  Goshawks  in  Wales  from  data 
collected  in  1991-3,  E.P.  Toyne  found  that  87%  of  their  diet  was  of  birds,  13%  mammals. 
45  prey  species  were  identified,  10  of  which  were  important  in  biomass  or  numerical  terms: 
Feral  Pigeon.  Wood  Pigeon,  Crow/Rook,  Magpie,  Jay,  Mistle  &  Song  Thrushes,  Blackbirds, 
Grey  Squirrel  and  Rabbit.  Pigeons  are  important  throughout  the  breeding  season  particularly 
for  those  nesting  above  250m.  On  lowrer  ground  corvids,  mammals  and  pigeons  are  the  main 
diet  constituents.  In  woods  of  <1000  ha  Grey  Squirrel  was  a  more  important  prey  than  in  big 
wroods  (larger  than  c3500  ha).  The  main  prey  species  altered  through  the  year  as  different 
foods  became  available,  starting  off  with  pigeon/thrushes  then  moving  on  to  corvids.  There 
was  no  evidence  of  sexual  size  dimorphism  resulting  in  prey  selection,  all  observed 
differences  probably  due  to  local  abundance  and  vulnerability  of  the  prey  species. 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

The  only  breeding  surveys  reported  were  of  28  pairs  in  BRECON  with  1 1+  successful  and 
in  GLAMORGAN  12  pairs  (two  bred,  present  at  10  other  locations).  See  also  p.213. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Breeding  successes  on  Ruabon  Moor  /  Horseshoe  Pass  DENBIGH  were  4  non-breeding 
pairs,  10  pairs  known  to  breed  of  which  2.6  was  the  mean  clutch  size,  6  pairs  laying  3  eggs, 
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and  mean  young  fledged  per  brood  was  2. 1 .  See  also  p.2 1 3. 

Spring  soaring  counts  in  BRECON,  23  at  the  Crychan  Mar.  9th  and  at  Crychan  /  Cefn 
Gorwydd  /  Abergefail  on  the  13th.  Max.  autumn/winter  congregations  were:  14  Crymych 
PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1st,  25  catching  earthworms  at  Llanfilo  BRECON  on  Nov.  29th.  in 
GLAMORGAN  14  at  Machen  on  Jan.  26th,  at  St.  Mary  Hill  Aug.  25th  and  at  Lavernock 
Oct.  3rd. 

ROUGH-LEGGED  BUZZARD  Buteo  lagopus*  BOD  BACSIOG 

Two  records  of  what  was  probably  the  same  bird  in  GWENT  at  Gamlydan  Res.  on  Oct.  9th 
and  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  on  Nov.  15th. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus*  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 

1996:  3  records,  not  one  as  published,  in  CAERNARFON,  making  a  total  of  32  in  Wales. 
1997:  2  records  not  one  as  published  in  MEIRIONNYDD  and  additional  records  at  Kenfig 
GLAMORGAN  on  June  15th  and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Sept.  4th,  making  a  total 
of  40  in  Wales  for  that  year. 

1998:  Summer  records  at  Llangorse  BRECON  July  2nd  -  11th  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
MONTGOMERY  June  30th  -  Aug.  26th  (this  individual  had  a  dark  green  ring  on  its  left 
leg  and  a  metal  ring  on  its  right  leg;  unfortunately  it  has  been  impossible  to  trace  its  origin). 
Otherwise  spring  passage  Mar.  29th  -  June  24th  and  autumn  passage  Aug.  8th  -  Nov.  14th. 
County  totals:  GWENT  (3),  GLAMORGAN  (3),  GOWER  (3),  CARMARTHEN  (7  plus 
one  of  the  BRECON  birds),  PEMBROKE  (11),  CEREDIGION  (3  plus  2  of  the 
PEMBROKE  birds),  BRECON  (3),  MONTGOMERY  (1),  MEIRIONNYDD  (2), 
CAERNARFON  (7),  ANGLESEY  (3)  and  FLINT  (1).  Approximate  monthly  totals: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

1 

2 

15  5 

2 

6 

10 

6  1 
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KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

The  monitoring  survey  started  in  1997  continued  in  1998,  with  satisfactory  results. 
Altogether  209  sites  were  checked  and  179  (86%)  were  found  occupied  by  at  least  one  bird; 
known  pairs  were  present  in  1 18  sites  (56%).  These  figures  are  based  on  all  records 
received.  In  8  study  areas,  however  (included  in  the  overall  figures),  only  42  (68%)  of  62 
sites  checked  held  at  least  one  bird,  which  is  probably  a  more  accurate  assessment  of  the 
occupation  rate.  Within  this  sample  32  sites  (52%)  certainly  held  pairs,  very  similar  to  the 
overall  result.  Breeding  success  was  good.  In  15  nests  average  c/s  was  4.75,  hatched  b/s  was 
3.48  and  fledged  b/s  3.14;  only  2  of  these  pairs  failed.  Many  of  these  nests  were  from  one 
area,  however,  and,  based  on  all  fledged  broods  recorded  52  broods  totalling  139  young 
were  noted,  with  7  pairs  failing,  giving  an  overall  productivity  rate  of  at  least  2.36  per  pair 
that  bred.  The  table  summarises  the  results  for  1998. 


Sites 

Sites 

Single 

Paii- 

Paii- 

Young 

Pairs 

checked 

occupied 

birds 

present 

bred 

raised  x  pairs 

failed  Productivity 

209 

179 (41) 

22 

27 

91 

139  x  52 

7  2.36 

Notes:  Under  sites  occupied  (41 )  denotes  territories  where  birds  were  known  to  be  present  but  no  more. 

Single  birds  denotes  sites  where  it  was  known  that  only  one  bird  was  present. 

Pair  present  denotes  sites  where  a  pair  was  known  to  be  present  but  no  more. 

Pair  bred  includes  39  pairs  for  which  the  actual  result  was  not  recorded. 

The  pattern  of  distribution  noted  in  1997  was  again 
obvious,  with  good  numbers  along  cliff  coastlines, 
particularly  in  PEMBROKE  and  CEREDIGION, 
where  the  average  distance  between  pairs  on  well- 
studied  stretches  was  1 .82  Km.  The  species  was  much 
more  patchily  distributed  inland.  Further  indications 
of  the  species  decline  in  many  lowland  farmland 
areas  came  from  ANGLESEY,  where  Jim  Clarke 
noted  that  it  was  now  difficult  to  find  in  the  Llyn 
Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni  and  Llyn  Traffwll  areas,  where  it 
was  once  common,  and  GWENT,  where  Steve 
Roberts  noted  a  very  marked  decline  in  his  area,  with 
many  sites  now  unoccupied.  The  species  is  better 
represented  in  upland  areas  but  in  some,  such  as 
Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON,  a  lack  of  good  nesting 
crags  may  be  a  limiting  factor. 

There  was  a  marked  movement  through  central 
Wales  in  the  early  autumn,  which  was  particularly 
obvious  on  Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON.  Here  there  was 
an  early  autumn  peak  of  c.32  on  Aug.  19th  and  a 
second  wave  of  movement  in  late  September,  with  a  peak  of  33-40  over  20-22nd.  There 
were  also  1 1  in  the  Pont  ar  Elan  area  RADNOR  on  Aug. 30th. 

MERLIN  Falco  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

Breeding  reports  received  from:  BRECON,  a  poor  breeding  season  with  5  pairs  reported 
plus  3  possible  pairs.  At  least  3  pairs  almost  certainly  successful  but  one  pair  had  3  young 
robbed  near  the  GWENT  border.  Egus  of  another  failed  to  hatch  due  to  the  heavy  rain  in 
June.  Five  pairs  bred  in  MONTGOMERY,  3  of  which  produced  a  single  young  each.  Five 
suspected  pairs  in  RADNOR  plus  birds  at  2  other  sites,  successful  at  2  sites,  one  with  2 
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young  the  other  unknown.  Single  pairs  attempted  to  breed  but  failed  in  CAERNARFON, 
CARMARTHEN  and  GLAMORGAN.  No  breeding  reported  in  CEREDIGION  or 
GOWER.  These  figures  do  not  represent  a  complete  Welsh  census.  Widely  reported  from  all 
Counties  in  the  winter  months. 

HOBBY  Fal  co  subbuteo  HE  BOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

1997:  Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN,  present  at  6  sites  but  probably  passage 
birds.  An  adult  and  immature  bird  was  at  Llangadog  on  Sept.  1 1th. 

1998:  Breeding  information  received  comprised:  BRECON  located  at  3  traditional  areas, 
mid  May  onwards,  breeding  may  have  taken  place  in  the  Wye  and  Usk  valleys,  2  were  seen 
catching  insects  at  another  site;  MONTGOMERY  one/two  in  the  Welshpool  area 
throughout  the  breeding  season  although  breeding  is  not  thought  to  have  taken  place. 
Gwent's  records  have  not  been  received. 

Migrants  noted  between  Apr.  4th  and  Oct.  18th,  in  GLAMORGAN  13, 
CARMARTHEN  3,  PEMBROKE  5,  CEREDIGION  6,  BRECON  4,  MONTGOMERY  5, 
MEIRIONNYDD  1,  CAERNARFON  2  and  ANGLESEY  3.  Approximate  monthly  totals 
were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct. 

2  7  6  6  9  6  4 

PEREGRINE  Fcilco  peregrinus  EBOG  TE4MOR 

1997:  Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN,  bred  at  9  sites,  a  total  of  1 1 
young  reared  from  6  eyries. 

1998:  Breeding  summaries  received  were  as  follows: 


Sites  Checked 

Sites  occupied 

Pairs  bred 

Young  raised  by  pairs 

GWENT 

6 

5 

4 

4  by  3,  one  failing 

GLAMORGAN 

29 

27 

22 

31  by  13,  6  failing 

CARMARTHEN 

12 

7 

6 

6  by  5 

PEMBROKE 

43 

35 

34  by  24,  1 1  failing 

BRECON 

13 

13 

13 

15-17  by  11,2  failing 

MONTGOMERY 

9 

9 

9 

ANGLESEY 

2 

2 

2 

4  by  2 

DENBIGH 

8 

8 

8 

13  by  5.  3  failing 

A  site  is  defined  as  including  all  alternative  eyries  of  the  same  pair.  These  counts  do  not 
comprise  a  complete  survey  for  Wales,  where  the  species  also  bred  in  CEREDIGION, 
MEIRIONNYDD  and  CAERNARFON,  but  figures  for  GLAMORGAN,  PEMBROKE  and 
BRECON  are  reasonably  comprehensive.  The  overall  productivity  noted  was  1.26  young 
per  pair  that  bred;  clutch  size  in  8  nests  in  DENBIGH  was  3.3.  A  high  proportion  of  failures 
was  due  to  poor  weather  and.  in  south  Wales,  human  persecution. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopits  lagopus*  GRUGIAR 

In  BRECON  14  records  from  4  main  sites.  Black  Mountains,  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad.  Pwll 
Gwy-rhoc  and  Camgafallt  +  Gorllwyn,  mostly  of  calling  pairs.  Coveys  were  small,  largest 
of  8  at  Crug  Mawr,  Black  mountain  on  Oct.  3rd.  In  MONTGOMERY  108  pairs  Lake 
Vymwy,  2-3  pairs  Glaslyn.  In  DENBIGH  the  annual  max.  autumn  transect  count  on  a  20 
year  old  route  on  Ruabon  Moor  was  the  lowest  ever  with  only  6  birds  located  (cf  12  in  1997, 
24  in  1996,  37  in  1995  and  9  in  1994).  One  above  Rowen  CAERNARFON  on  July  25th  and 
another  at  Moel  y  Ci  on  Nov.  1st.  An  interesting  record  of  a  male  at  Cefn  Drum  GOWER, 
north  east  of  Pontarddulais  on  Mar.  21st  was  the  first  County  record  this  centurv. 

j  j 


BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

In  CEREDIGION  7  males  were  found  at  4  leks,  in  MONTGOMERY  3  pairs  at  Lake 
Vrynwy.  In  DENBIGH  an  over-publicised  lek  received  too  much  disturbance,  would  all 
observers  please  watch  from  the  road  in  future.  After  an  excellent  breeding  season  in  1997, 
with  the  highest  lek  count  since  1990  on  Ruabon  Moor  of  32  displaying  males,  1998  was  a 
disappointing  breeding  season. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa*  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

The  only  records  received  were  from:  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Aberthaw  Mar.  26th  & 
Apr.  6th,  pair  there  May  1st,  single  Sker  on  Apr.  18th:  PEMBROKE:  single  at  Kete  on  Mar. 
30th  and  individuals  were  released  Treleddyn  Farm,  St.  David’s  on  Dec.  3rd: 
CEREDIGION:  singles  at  Trawsgoed  &  Mynydd  Bach  on  Mar.  19th,  2  at  Pennant  on  Apr. 
1st,  4  at  Llangeithio  on  Feb.  23rd;  BRECON:  a  pair  at  Manest  Court  Apr.  22nd  and  Bwlch 
on  the  30th  where  nesting  was  suspected;  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Penmaenmawr  on  Feb. 
17th;  ANGLESEY:  regular  at  Cemlyn,  with  2  pairs  thought  to  have  bred,  singles  at  Carmel 
Head  on  Jan.  20th,  Porth  Wen  on  Feb.  28th  with  2  there  on  Apr.  1st,  one  South  Stack  Apr. 
9th,  3  at  Trefor  on  Sept.  5th,  reported  as  numerous  near  City  Dulas  and  3  pairs  at  Llaneilian 
on  Apr.  27th;  DENBIGH:  large  numbers  released  on  the  east  side  of  Ruabon  Moor  for 
shooting;  FLINT:  pair  at  Gwaenysgor  on  the  May  30th,  single  at  Llanasa  on  June  30th. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix*  PETRISEN 

1996:  Additional  record  from  CAERNARFON  of  2  recorded  from  7  sites  on  the  Llyn 
during  an  RSPB  survey. 

1998:  records  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  Monknash,  where  a  family  party  was 
seen  on  Oct.  3rd.  Pair  also  at  Llanmaes  on  Apr.  15th,  7  together  at  Lisvsane  on  June  25th, 
13  at  Dowlais  on  Nov.  28th  and  small  numbers  reported  at  Kenfig,  Lavemock  and  Gileston; 
PEMBROKE:  individuals  released  Treleddyn  Farm,  St.  David's  on  Dec.  3rd.  pair  at  Casters 
Green,  Angle,  a  relic  of  shooting  releases  (also  seen  1997);  CEREDIGION:  single  at 
Trichrug  late  May;  CAERNARFON  two  at  Dinas  Dinlle  on  Jan.  1st,  2  juveniles  near  Rhiw 
on  July  7th  where  they  are  said  to  be  very  rare  locally  now;  ANGLESEY  2  at  Cemlyn  Jan. 
11th  &  July  5th  with  6  there  Nov.  13th  &  Dec.  21st,  5  Baron  Hill  on  Jan.  28th,  pair  at 
Treriffri  on  Apr.  15th,  single  Llangefni  Apr.  28th,  2  Lantrisant  June  19th,  4  Braint  Dunes  on 
Oct.  6th.  2  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  9th,  one  Llyn  Llywenlan  Oct.  14th;  DENBIGH  3  at  Bangor- 
is-y-goed  on  Jan.  31st,  single  Caego  on  May  16th;  2  adults  and  a  first  year  bird  at  Shotwick 
FLINT  on  Aug.  1st.  and,  at  Whitford,  2  young  birds  were  seen  on  Aug.  16th. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix*  SOFLIAR 

All  records  received  were:  one  at  Paddocks  GLAMORGAN  on  July  6th;  in  PEMBROKE  2 
were  heard  at  Sampson  Brake,  near  Bosherston  on  July  31st,  one  flushed  at  Saddle  Point, 
Stackpole  on  Aug.  3rd  and  one  /  two  were  calling  at  Lyserry  Covert,  Bosherston  on  Aug. 
8th;  in  CEREDIGION  singles  at  Derwen  Gam  in  June  and  Llandygwydd  from  June  19th.  2- 
3  Aberporth  from  June  17th  and  3  Felinwynt  throughout  July  and  early  August;  BRECON: 
2  flushed  near  Talgarth  on  Aug.  9th;  one  RSPB  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  May  30th; 
singles  at  Morfa  Harlech  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  19th,  at  Broadwater,  Dysynni  on  June 
27th  and  at  Tonfanau  on  July  25th. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGAN  YDWR 

1997:  Additional  record  from  ANGLESEY,  2  breeding  pairs  Valley  Lakes  RSPB. 
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1998:  Breeding  records  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  2  reported  during  the  breeding 
season  from  Abercwmboi  Lake,  5  birds  calling  Crymlyn  Bog,  3  at  Neath  Abbey  and  present 
at  Pant  y  Sais,  Oxwich  and  on  the  River  Kenfig;  PEMBROKE:  a  pair  at  Bosherston  plus 
those  at  Teifi  Marshes;  CEREDIGION  2  pairs  and  an  additional  male  at  Ynyshir,  present 
during  the  breeding  season  at  Cors  Caron  and  Aberleri,  5  pairs  at  Teifi  Marshes  (Ceredigion 
/  Pembroke);  BRECON  seen  at  Llangorse  and  Mynydd  Illtyd  during  the  breeding  season; 
CAERNARFON:  negative  results  from  The  Spinnies  and  Conwy  RSPB. 

Max.  winter  counts  were  15  at  Kenfig  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  20th,  seven  at 
Bosherston  and  Llangloffan  Fen  both  PEMBROKE  in  both  periods,  up  to  30  birds  Teifi 
Marshes  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  in  both  winter  periods,  10  at  RSPB  Conwy 
CAERNARFON  both  periods  and  10  at  Llangorse  BRECON  on  Nov.  28th. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana porzana*  RHEGEN F PLAIT H 

One  calling  at  a  site  in  CAERNARFON  in  May  and  another  at  Cors  Erddreiniog 
ANGLESEY  in  mid  June  were  the  only  records. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex*  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

1996:  male  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  June  19th. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

1997:  At  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  37  monogamous  pairs,  11  polyandrous  (f  +  2m) 
and  three  polygamous  (m  +  2f). 

1998:  Breeding  counts  received  were:  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  7  sites,  GOWER  bred  at  8 
sites,  12  pairs  in  total,  PEMBROKE  total  of  17  pairs  from  8  sites,  BRECON  18  pairs  nested, 

raising  36  young,  CAERNARFON  7  sites,  six  pairs  on  RSPB  Conwy  and  5  pairs  on 

Bardsey  and  ANGLESEY  6  sites.  See  also  p.213.  Max.  counts  at  Penclacwydd  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

180  194  127  180  180  160  160  160  145  175  198  198 

COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig  Pool 

179 

139 

41 

92 

115 

208 

275 

361 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

102 

112 

36 

50 

59 

64 

82 

79 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

300 

260 

86 

360 

780 

790 

800 

830 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

107 

105 

103 

83 

65 

63 

52 

77 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

61 

33 

36 

184 

432 

479 

36 

55 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

99 

40 

29 

85 

122 

112 

30 

47 

Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 

175 

173 

167 

FLINT 

Llyn  Helyg 

88 

107 

120 

Elsewhere  there  were  max.  of  94  at  Llanishen  /  Lisvane  Res.  GLAMORGAN  in  Jan.,  85  at 
Talybont  Res.  BRECON  on  Sept.  6th,  100  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  MONTGOMERY  on  Oct. 
2nd,  and  at  Industrial  site  FLINT  counts  of  113  on  Jan.  18th,  78  on  Oct.  11th  and  96  on 
Nov.  8th. 

Only  breeding  records  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  16  locations;  GOWER:  bred 
at  4  sites,  total  of  10  pairs;  PEMBROKE:  the  only  breeding  record  was  at  Herbrandston; 
BRECON:  7  pairs  at  Llangorse,  reared  14  young  in  total,  but  over  40  pairs  failed 
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completely,  elsewhere  12  pairs  reared  a  total  of  33  young,  7  failed;  MONTGOMERY:  bred 
at  Dolydd  Hafren  5  or  6  pairs  and  one  or  two  pairs  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  CAERNARFON:  2 
young  at  Morfa  Madryn;  ANGLESEY:  at  least  8  breeding  attempts  at  Cemlyn.  with  about 
10  chicks  surviving,  also  bred  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni,  Afon  Cefni  and  Llyn  Traffwll; 
DENBIGH  3  pairs  in  the  Ruabon  area  (including  one  clutch  of  10  eggs). 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  YMOR 

1996:  In  ANGLESEY  bred  at  Cemlyn.  with  14  nesting  attempts,  and  Llyn  Parc  Mawr, 
where  a  pair  reared  3  young. 

1998:  Sizable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max. 
for  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

2748 

2380 

1030 

358 

ill 

ODD 

304 

497 

2310 

2600 

2440 

1995 

2800 

Jersey  Marine 

650 

550 

80 

35 

300 

1100 

1000 

140 

700 

1150 

Burn-  (S) 

15260  6980 

4445 

860 

700 

150 

3550 

2610 

18260  11400  1361011900 

CARMARTHEN  Burn-  (N) 

1827 

4795 

3435 

19 

22 

408 

860 

3238 

1700 

7795 

7550  9464 

T/T/G 

94 

643 

1345 

63 

40 

1462 

974 

1394 

1347 

2546 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

1130 

740 

474 

267 

30 

10 

9 

779 

670 

1704 

138 

181 

MEIRIONNYDD  D’Glas. 

550 

367 

350 

20 

120 

200 

970 

367 

384 

CAERNARFON  Conwy 

43 

50 

103 

702 

1200 

1100 

883 

334 

300 

1000 

1000 

100 

Traeth  Lafan 

1920 

1470 

2000 

3262 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

6437 

6040 

2200 

1280 

93 

176 

1770 

5335 

6200 

6250 

5200  4100 

Dee  Oakenholt 

97 

158 

167 

150 

350 

320 

1500 

2600 

170 

150 

40 

There  were  also  1200+  at  Llanfairfechan  beach  on  Jan.  10th,  perhaps  Traeth  Lafan  birds. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  breeding  at  Sker  was  the  only 
one  found  in  the  vice-county;  PEMBROKE:  a  record  115  territories  counted  at  Skomer, 
where  a  small  sample  produced  0.8  fledged  young  per  nest,  41  territories  at  Skokholm. 
where  only  a  few  young  fledged,  and  26  territories  at  Ramsey;  BRECON:  a  pair  raised  2 
young  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasburv;  MONTGOMERY:  a  pair  present  at  Dolydd  Hafren  failed  to 
breed:  CAERNARFON:  63  pairs  held  territory  at  Bardsey  but  had  poor  breeding  success,  2 
pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB,  rearing  a  total  of  3  young,  and  a  pair  bred  at  Great  Orme; 
ANGLESEY:  12  nests  at  Cemlyn.  5  at  Llyn  Alaw,  1-2  at  Llyn  Traffwll  and  2  at  Llyn  Parc 
Mawr;  FLINT:  a  pair  raised  2  young  on  the  spit  at  Point  of  Ayr  and  2  pairs  bred  in  the 
colliery  there,  3  pairs  bred  but  failed  and  a  4th  pair  present  at  Oakenholt  RSPB.  with  another 
4  pairs  nearby,  a  pair  bred  at  Rhyl  Marine  Lake  and  one  did  so  unsuccessfully  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta*  CAMBIG 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  one  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  on  Jan. 3rd  and  9  at  Goldcliff  Pill 
on  Oct. 7th,  one  remaining  to  10th;  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on 
Jan. 3rd  and  near  the  Loughor  Bridge,  Burry  Inlet  from  23rd  to  Feb. 2nd: 
CAERNARE ON/MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Porthmadog  Cob  over  Apr.  12- 13th  was  refound 
at  Ynys  Towyn  on  25th  and  returned  to  the  Cob  over  26-28th. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemas*  RHEDWR  Y MOELYDD 

1997:  One  at  Penmon  ANGLESEY  on  June  21st. 

1998:  One  at  Redwick  GWENT  on  Aug.  8th 
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LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CIVTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  behaviour  suggesting  breeding  at  Margam  and 
Llansamlet;  CARMARTHEN:  a  total  of  44-45  pairs  bred  on  R.  Tywi  and  tributaries,  39  on 
R.  Tywi,  one  on  R.  Bran  and  3-4  on  R.  Cothi.  Only  10  flying  young  were  noted.  A  pair  bred 
on  the  new  swannery  at  Penclacwydd;  BRECON:  a  pair  with  eggs  at  Scethrog  on  R.  Usk 
failed  to  hatch;  BRECON/RADNOR:  4  pairs  bred  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  2  rearing  4 
young;  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs  reared  3  young  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  one  reared  one 
young  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  CAERNARFON:  2  pairs  bred  but  failed  at  Conwy  RSPB; 
DENBIGH:  a  pair  with  young  at  Wrexham  Industrial  Estate  and  birds  seen  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Fagl  Lane  and  Cefn  Mawr  quarries;  FLINT:  a  pair  displaying  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm 
RSPB  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  there.  Nevertheless  a  pair  bred  nearby  and  was  seen  with 
2  juveniles  in  early  August. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  3  pairs  bred  at  Machynys  and  there  were  2  other  pairs  in  the 
county. 

1998:  Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 
counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill  174 

36 

28 

11 

6 

130 

1 13 

138 

119 

258 

Jersey  Marine 

42 

16 

11 

13 

82 

198 

153 

19 

Port  Talbot 

70 

12 

10 

7 

7 

3 

68 

132 

14 

10 

8 

Burry  (S) 

10 

10 

20 

60 

215 

110 

50 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

Upper  Loughor 

110 

15 

110 

CEREDIGION  Ynyslas 

155 

323 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

39 

18 

27 

64 

80 

8 

30 

310 

100 

24 

44 

22 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  max.  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  of  74  in  September  and  71  in  October 
and  there  were  85  in  the  Mawddach  Est.  MEIRIONNYDD  in  August.  Otherwise  no  flock  of 
more  than  50  reported. 

Breeding  records  were  incomplete  but  those  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at 
Methyr  Mawr,  Ogmore  and  Gilestone  (where  failed)  and  breeding  suspected  at  Kenfig 
Sands;  3  pairs  bred  at  Whiteford  Point  and  single  pairs  bred  at  Jersey  Marine,  Margam  and 
probably  at  Port  Eynon  Point;  PEMBROKE:  3-4  pairs  bred  on  the  Castle  Martin  ranges  and 
some  young  reared,  and  a  pair  with  chicks  at  Linney  Point;  CAERNARFON:  5-6  pairs  bred 
at  Madryn,  4-5  pairs  at  Maes  Mawr  south  of  F.oryd  Bay  and  a  pair  failed  at  Conwy  RSPB; 
ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Cemlyn  where  3  nests  found;  FLINT:  bred  at  the  colliery  site  at  Point 
of  Ayr. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  C.  alexandrinus*  CWTIAD  CAINT 

1993:  One  at  Ynyslas  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  12th. 

1998:  Singles  at  Coldharbour  Pill  GWENT  on  Apr.  18th  and  at  the  Nevern  Est. 
PEMBROKE  over  May  13- 14th. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus*  HUTAN  Y MYNYDD 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  10  at  Foel  Fras  on  May  6th,  14  on  the  Cameddau  on  13th  and  one 
at  Great  Orme  on  Sept.  29th.  In  ANGLESEY  one  at  the  Range  on  Apr.  22nd,  4  at  the  Braint 
Est.  on  May  4th  and  one  at  Cemlyn  on  the  late  date  of  Oct.  20th. 
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1997:  In  CAERNARFON  5  at  Foel  Fras  on  May  1st  and  4  later  in  the  month  and  an 
additional  bird  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  12th. 

1998:  All  records  were:  GFAMORGAN:  one  at  Sker  on  Apr.  18th;  CARMARTHEN:  3  at 
Garreg-lwyd  on  Apr.24th,  9  (2  males  and  7  females)  on  25th,  7  on  May  4th  and  8  on  9th, 
one  at  Tair  Cam  Isaf  on  4th  and  3  on  Mynydd  Du  on  25th.  In  the  autumn  at  Garreg-lwyd  1-4 
recorded  from  Aug. 29-Sept. 23rd,  with  probably  7  birds  involved.  6  adults  and  a  juvenile; 
PEMBROKE:  one  in  w/p  with  the  Golden  Plover  flock  at  Castle  Martin  on  Dec.  13th,  the 
first  winter  record  for  the  county  and  for  Wales,  although  there  was  one  in  Ceredigion  in 
mid  November  1996;  MONTGOMERY:  2  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  Apr.27th;  CAERNARFON:  18 
on  Foel  Fras  on  May  3rd,  12  on  Camedd  Llywelyn  on  9th  and,  in  the  autumn,  3  on  Foel 
Grach  and  2  on  Drosgl  on  Aug. 27th. 


GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  4  major  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

950 

350 

420 

350 

60 

CARMARTHEN 

Ginst  Point 

7500 

10550 

207 

2200 

3327 

4082 

Gwendraeth 

300 

365 

500 

PEMBROKE 

Castle  Martin 

1000 

Other  major  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  GLAMORGAN:  500  at  Southemdown 
on  Nov.  14th;  PEMBROKE:  a  max.  of  500+  at  St  David’s  A/F  in  November,  1500  at  Panteg 
from  Dec.2-19th  and  at  Roch  Gate  on  17th;  CEREDIGION:  625  at  Ynys  Tachwedd  on 
Nov. 7th  and  800  at  Blaenporth  on  Dec. 29th;  ANGLESEY:  1000  at  the  Inland  Sea  on 
Dec.  16th.  Inland  in  BRECON  there  were  300  at  Mynydd  Fforest  on  Mar. 8th,  200  on 
Mynydd  Epynt  on  13th,  400  there  on  Nov. 7th,  250  at  Mynydd  Fforest  on  8th  and  300  near 
Trecastle  on  1 1th  and,  in  RADNOR,  there  were  75-80  on  Aberedw  Hill  on  Mar.3rd. 

Very  little  breeding  information  received  but  in  BRECON  8-9  breeding  pairs  found  on 
Abergwesyn  Common;  4  had  young  on  June  1st  and  2  failed,  and,  in  RADNOR,  single  pairs 
at  Aberedw  and  Glascwm  Hill,  the  latter  rearing  2  young.  The  only  other  record  received 
was  of  a  pair  at  Ruabon  Moor  DENBIGH  on  May  5th  but  there  were  25-30  on  Cadair  Idris 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.30th. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squcitarola  CWTIAD  LL  WYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  The  Dee  Est.  holds  the  largest  concentration  but  the  main  flock  counts  were  on 
the  English  side. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry(S) 

405 

495 

75 

120 

235 

240 

465 

Blackpill 

12 

56 

8 

1  2 

1 

2 

34 

36 

Jersey  Marine 

43 

112 

1 

41 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

18 

3 

5 

1 

34 

78 

64 

311 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

131 

60 

2 

2 

70 

46 

25 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

138 

143 

6 

2 

2 

17 

81 

76 

106 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  (S) 

4930 

1635 

75 

115 

340 

945 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

141 1 

758 

196 

75 

120 

579 

1162 

Upper  Loughor 

632 

1001 

12 

287 

856 

1260 

Gwendraeth 

3000 

950 

6 

14 

452 

709 

Ginst  Point 

1750 

2538 

0 

0 

217 

823 

1748 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

1878 

1361 

32 

410 

2287 

CEREDIGION  Teifi  Est. 

2000 

700 

MEIRIONNYDD  D’Glas. 

600 

8 

6 

25 

105 

140 

282 

ANGLESEY  Inland  Sea 

600 

1000 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  Oakenholt 

1000 

980 

57 

55 

535 

700 

Dee  Est.  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

4600 

2000 

131 

193 

1000 

2000 

1350 

Clwyd  Est. 

2500 

200 

300 

Rhyl  Marine  Lake 

2000 

500 

100 

148 

350 

Other  major  flocks  were,  in  PEMBROKE,  1000  at  Gupton  on  Feb. 8th,  1000  at  Trefeiddan 
on  Nov. 3rd,  590  at  Elegug  Stacks  on  28th  and  1500  at  Panteg  from  Dec.2-19th;  500  in 
Foryd  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Dec. 2nd;  in  ANGLESEY  600  at  Porth  Cwyfan  on  Jan. 8th, 
800  at  Llwyn  Ysgau  on  20th  and  600  at  Cemlyn  on  Dec.  1st  and  18th;  and  3800  at  Shotwick 
fields  FLINT  on  Jan. 20th.  In  inland  counties  there  were  max.  in  BRECON  of  85  at  Glasbury 
on  Jan.  10th  and  113  on  Dec.  13th  and  158  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb. 2 1st,  and  in  DENBIGEI 
flocks  of  100-150  in  3  sites  in  January. 

In  1998  the  BTO  repeated  its  1987  Lapwing  survey,  which  aimed  to  completely  search 
one  randomly  selected  tetrad  (2x2  Km  square)  in  each  10-Km  square  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  1998  the  BTO  repeated  its  1987  Lapwing  survey,  which  aimed  to  completely  search 
one  randomly  selected  tetrad  (2x2  Km  square)  in  each  10-Km  square  in  England  and  Wales. 
In  1998  the  same  tetrads  were  revisited  and,  in  Wales,  48  pairs  were  recorded  in  152  tetrads, 
giving  an  estimate  for  the  whole  of  Wales  of  1700  pairs  (95%  confidence  limits  814-2782), 
compared  to  an  estimate  of  7448  pairs  (95%  confidence  limits  4274-1 1451 )  in  1987.  Whilst 
the  wide  confidence  limits  on  both  these  samples  indicate  that  the  estimates  should  be 
regarded  cautiously,  the  2  surveys,  using  the  same  methods  and  examining  the  same  sites, 
are  strictly  comparable  and  the  1998  result  starkly  confirmed  the  scale  of  the  recent  decline. 
This  once  common  farmland  bird  has  lost  77%  of  its  Welsh  population  in  10  years.  Habitat 
use  in  the  2  surveys  makes  an  instructive  comparison.  In  1987  23%  of  pairs  were  on  tilled 
land,  77%  on  agricultural  grassland  and  3%  on  non-farmland  habitats.  In  1998  33%  were  on 
tilled  land,  a  small  increase  despite  the  continued  decline  of  tillage,  31%  were  on 
agricultural  grasslands  and  31%  in  non-farmland  habitats.  The  decline  in  grassland  and 
increase  in  non-farmland  habitats  is  statistically  highly  significant  (Chi2  =  63.3,  df  2, 
P<0.001).  This  pattern  points  directly  to  the  management  of  agricultural  grasslands  as  a 
cause  of  decline.  Distribution  shown  by  the  survey  was  also  significant.  Of  75  tetrads  in  the 
vice-counties  of  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Brecon,  Meirionnydd,  Caernarfon  and 
Anglesey  only  one  was  occupied,  by  a  single  pair.  The  main  distribution  shown  was  in  the 
vice-counties  of  Gwent,  Glamorgan  and  the  Border  counties.  The  survey  was,  of  course,  a 
sampling  survey  and  the  species’  absence  from  a  county  in  it  does  not  mean  that  none  now 
breed  there.  For  example  the  survey  missed  the  important  Dyfi  population  in 
CEREDIGION/  MEIRIONNYDD  and,  in  BRECON,  fairly  full  coverage  of  known  sites 
found  53-54  pairs,  31  of  which  fledged  c.29  young,  with  7  failing  and  the  rest  unknown.  A 
systematic  survey  was  also  made  of  breeding  sites  in  RADNOR  by  Andy  Harris,  who  found 
a  total  of  75-82  pairs,  a  decline  of  35%  compared  to  1997  (see  table). 
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Breeding  Lapwings  in  Radnor  1998 


10- Km 

Number  of  Knr 

Number  of  pairs 

10-Km 

Number  of  Knr 

Number  of  pairs 

square 

found  occupied 

recorded  (1997) 

square 

found  occupied 

recorded  (1997) 

SO  04 

1 

1-2(4) 

SO  17 

4 

9-10(17-18) 

SO  05 

2 

9 (14-15) 

SO  18 

2 

5  (4) 

SO  06 

6 

7-8(11) 

SO  24 

1 

2-3  (0) 

SO  07 

1 

4(10) 

SO  25 

1 

3(3) 

SO  14 

6 

17-18  (21-22) 

SO  26 

3 

7-8(6) 

SO  15 

5 

7(12) 

SN  97 

0 

0(5) 

SO  16 

2 

4-5(8) 

Another  systematic  source  of  breeding  information  was  the  key  sites  survey  conducted  by 
the  RSPB  Lapwing  team  and  their  helpers.  The  results  are  set  out  in  the  table  below.  A  key 
site  is  defined  as  one  holding  10  pairs  or  more  and  they  are  more  widely  distributed  than  the 
overall  distribution  shown  by  the  BTO  survey  might  suggest.  They  provide  useful  nuclei  to 
lead  a  general  recovery  in  the  breeding  population  and  the  present  conservation  project 
partly  hinges  on  this.  Breeding  performance  continued  to  be  very  poor,  averaging  only  0.31 
fledged  young  per  pair  in  433  pairs,  probably  due  to  the  poor  weather  conditions.  Other 
information  on  breeding  success  supported  this.  Thus  although  6  pairs  khad  good  numbers  of 
chicks’  in  the  Llynfi  valley  GLAMORGAN  in  June,  7  pairs  all  failed  at  Skokholm 
PEMBROKE  (and  none  bred  on  Skomer  for  the  first  time  since  1967)  and  a  total  of  21  pairs 
in  5  sites  in  CAERNARFON  fledged  a  total  of  only  8  young.  On  the  other  hand  7  nests 
found  in  GLAMORGAN  and  south  BRECON  all  had  c/4. 

Breeding  pairs  of  Lapwing  at  key  sites  in  Wales  in  1998 


Count y  &  site 

Pairs 

Young 

County  &  site 

Pairs 

Young 

GWENT 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Rhyd  y  Blew 

16 

9 

Morfa  Harlech 

26 

0 

Waun  y  Pound 

16 

0? 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

7 

9 

Cefn  Manmoel 

12 

9 

CAERNARFON 

GLAMORGAN 

Dinas  Dinlle 

28 

3 

Fochriw 

16 

15 

Madryn 

21 

7 

Parc  Slip 

16 

10 

Tremorfa 

15 

19 

Baglan  Moors 

9 

2 

Conwy  RSPB 

12 

6 

CARMARTHEN 

ANGLESEY 

Penclacwydd 

22 

9 

Bodorgan  Estate 

12+ 

9 

Capel  Isaac 

0 

DENBIGH 

PEMBROKE 

Sarphle,  Llanarmon 

10 

Castle  Martin 

10 

9 

Pulford  Meadows 

9 

9 

Ramsey 

13 

5 

Holt 

13 

9 

CEREDIGION 

Kilford  Farm 

12 

some 

Dyfi  Est.* 

91 

23 

FLINT 

BRECON 

Beeches  Farm 

50-55 

16 

Mynydd  Illtyd 

12 

9 

Broughton 

8 

9 

Mynydd  Llangatwg 

8+ 

9 

Shotwick  fields 

21 

9 

Ty'r  Ash 

14 

9 

Hawarden  A/F 

13 

9 

RADNOR 

Sealand  Ranges 

12 

2+ 

Begwns/Ireland  Hill 

13 

2-3 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

29 

0 

Maelienydd 

8 

2 

Shotton  Tip 

3 

0 

Dyfant 

8 

1 

Pant  y  Dwr 

10-12 

2 
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KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

3800 

3000 

120 

180 

50 

400 

3800 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

330 

2  1 

10 

367 

215 

1880 

3500 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  Est. 

75 

177 

467 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

220 

31 

13 

4 

13 

790 

190 

There  were  also  1000  at  Cefn  Sidan  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan. 12th,  300  at  Llanfaes 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov. 24th  and  a  max.  of  450  on  the  Bagillt  Bank  FLINT  in  December. 


SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

211 

250 

87 

2 

45  44 

\ 

16 

10 

105 

326 

250 

Port  Talbot/ Aberavon 

140 

175 

30 

42 

5 

68 

73 

104 

112 

94 

Jersey  Marine 

400 

270 

15 

9 

136 

140 

313 

30 

CARMARTHENCefn  Sidan  35 

640 

39 

258 

2 

116 

398 

DENBIGH  Kinmel  Bay 

100 

46 

65 

FLINT  Gronant 

7 

58 

122 

6 

9  0 

0 

0 

0 

53 

0 

70 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

48 

18 

55 

36 

12 

20 

450 

160 

Passage  max.  at  other  sites  were  of  65  at  Sker  GLAMORGAN  on  May  24th,  39  at  Ynys-las 
CEREDIGION  on  May  22nd  and  43  there  on  July  17th. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta*  PIBYDD  BACH 

A  total  of  at  least  171  recorded,  with  4  in  spring  between  May  10th  and  26th,  at  least  164  in 
autumn  between  Aug. 7th  and  November  and  3  wintering  on  the  FLINT  coast  in  December, 
in  GLAMORGAN  (11),  CARMARTHEN  (c.10),  PEMBROKE  (17),  CEREDIGION  (8), 
MEIRIONNYDD  (at  least  17),  CAERNARFON  (at  least  25),  ANGLESEY  (27)  and  FLINT 
(at  least  49).  Inland  7  at  Dolydd  Hafren  MONTGOMERY  on  Sept.  12th  were  perhaps  the 
same  as  6  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  there  on  14th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  0  O’  6  142  30  3  3 

TEMMINCK’S  STINT  C.  temminckii*  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

One  at  Ynys-las  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  12th. 

BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  C.  bairdii*  PIBYDD  BAIRD 

Single  juveniles  at  Tanybwlch  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  19th  and  Conwy  RSPB 
CAERNARFON  on  24th. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotos*  PIBYDD  CAIN 

1997:  One  at  Rhosneigr  ANGLESEY  over  Aug.  8-9th. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  *  PIB  YDD  CAMBIG 

There  were  singles  at  Beaumaris  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 12th  and  Rhymney  Est. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Dec. 23rd.  Otherwise  a  total  of  at  least  224  recorded,  4  in  spring  between 
May  9th  and  June  16th  and  at  least  220  in  autumn  between  July  22nd  and  Nov. 27th.  in 
GLAMORGAN  (at  least  18),  CARMARTHEN  (c.67),  PEMBROKE  (11),  CEREDIGION 
(14),  MEIRIONNYDD  (at  least  21),  CAERNARFON  (at  least  21),  ANGLESEY  (at  least 
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37)  and  FLINT  (58).  The  CARMARTHEN  records  included  a  flock  of  58  at  Penrhyngwyn 
on  Sept.  12th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  0  0  0  3  1  6  21  211  13  3  1 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

Widely  scattered  in  all  coastal  counties  except  CARMARTHEN  at  both  ends  of  the  year, 
usually  as  single  birds  or  small  groups.  As  noted  in  1997,  however,  it  is  doubtful,  if  more 
than  140-150  were  wintering  in  Wales.  Thus  a  survey  of  the  non-estuarine  shore  of 
PEMBROKE  found  only  11  wintering.  There  were  records  up  to  May  12th  and  from 
Aug.  10th.  The  main  groups  were:  GLAMORGAN:  7  at  Newton  Point  on  Feb. 22nd,  7  at 
Crabart  Rhossili  on  Jan.  14th  and  12  at  Burrv  Holms  on  Nov.  15th;  PEMBROKE:  8  at 
Fishguard  Harbour  on  Feb.  15th,  13  at  Ramsey  on  Mar.22nd  and  7  at  Skokholm  on  Nov. 9th; 
CEREDIGION:  max.  at  Aberystwyth  of  14  in  the  early  months  and  13  at  the  end  of  the 
year;  CAERNARFON:  a  spring  max.  of  60  at  Bardsey  on  Apr. 22nd  and  17  there  in  late 
October;  ANGLESEY:  15  at  Porth  yr  Aber  on  Jan. 22nd,  a  max.  of  8  at  Cemlyn  in 
November  and  7  at  Penmon  Point  on  the  18th. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  YMA  WN 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of 
1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available.  Although  flocks  of  300-600  were  widespread 
in  estuarine  sites,  the  number  of  sites  attracting  these  larger  flocks  has  apparently  declined. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May- 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GL AMORGANT aff/Ely  Est. 

2100 

3000 

Blackpill 

1340 

652 

829 

48 

492 

28 

18 

184 

158 

223 

285 

770 

Burry  (S) 

8700 

6490 

1720 

4 

205 

1 

55 

245 

4635 

1260 

5425 

9500 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

3130 

774 

38 

5 

357 

1 

258 

250 

400 

185 

2520 

2157 

T/T/G 

.794 

1311 

112 

28 

2 

12 

54 

3 

20 

287 

1403 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

5318 

2776 

69 

59 

375 

1246 

2013 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

1600 

800 

32 

250 

200 

60 

350 

200 

1640 

2080 

Dee  Est.  Oakenholt 

3400 

280 

2 

400 

1500 

Rhyl  Marine  Lake 

1000 

500 

The  winter  max.  for  the  whole  Dee  Est.  were  25,487  in  January  and  31,619  in  December. 
There  were  also  1000  at  Cardiff  Heliport  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  18th  and  1850  at  Rhymney 
Est. There  on  Dec. 3rd,  1200  at  Traeth  Lafan  CAERNARFON  on  Jan. 15th  and  1100  roosting 
at  Flint  Castle  FLINT  on  23rd.  Few  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION,  however,  with  a  max. 
of  742  in  December.  Virtually  no  breeding  information,  but  a  pair  nested  on  the 
CEREDIGION  part  of  the  Elenydd  and  2  noted  on  Abergwesyn  Common  BRECON. 

RUFF  Philomachus pugnax *  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  up  to  11  wintering  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT  in  the 
early  months  and  7  in  December.  Elsewhere  there  were  2  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN 
in  January  and  single  birds  were  wintering  in  the  early  months  at  Cydweli  there  and  at 
Oakenholt  FLINT,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  the  Ogmore  Est.  GLAMORGAN. 
Altogether  c.190  recorded  in  GLAMORGAN  (6),  CARMARTHEN  (at  least  20), 
PEMBROKE  (10),  CEREDIGION  (8).  MEIRIONNYDD  (10),  CAERNARFON  (30), 
ANGLESEY  (18)  and  FLINT  (at  least  75).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

14  11  26  12  4  2  4’  41  100  26  13  8 
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JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIA CH  FA CH 

Recorded  until  Mar. 3 1st  and  from  Sept.  18th,  with  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  and  small 
groups.  The  largest  groups  were  of  5-6  at  Baglan  GLAMORGAN  over  Jan.26-27th  and  4  at 
Penclawdd  there  on  Oct. 22nd,  4  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on  Feb. 20th,  9  at  Foryd  Bay 
CAERNAFON  on  Feb. 6th  and  4  at  Cors  Geich  there  on  Oct.  12th  and  8  at  Penrhyn  Glas 
ANGLESEY  on  Feb. 7th.  Altogether  the  records  involved  c.80  birds,  which  no  doubt  much 
under-estimates  the  true  status  of  this  skulking  species. 


SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  are  tabulated  as  available,  mainly  as 
peak  counts  for  each  winter  period. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

55 

10 

Clyne  Common 

104 

53 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

12 

5 

6 

20 

24 

40 

T/T/G 

3 

54 

29 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

98 

32 

8 

18 

17 

102 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D’Glas. 

25 

7 

24 

4 

CAERNAFON 

Foryd  Bay 

140 

82 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

24 

24 

9 

12 

31 

25 

Dee  Est.  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

40 

2 

33 

5 

15 

Other  significant  counts  were  50  at  Ffairfach  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan. 25th  and  100  at  Pwll 
there  on  Feb. 26th,  in  PEMBROKE  77  at  Dale  A/F  on  Sept. 20th,  63  at  Herbrandston  on 
Oct.  10th,  300+  at  Castle  Martin  Cors  on  Nov. 24th  and  141  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  on  Dec. 4th, 
max.  in  BRECON  of  47  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  Jan.  10th,  60  at  Llandefalle  Hill  on  Nov. 8th  and 
80+  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  27th,  and  100+  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  ANGLESEY  on  28th. 

Rather  little  breeding  information  received  but  in  CEREDIGION  a  survey  of  part  of 
Cors  Caron  found  16  ‘drummers’  and  10  pairs  were  located  in  the  Dyfi  Marshes;  in 
BRECON  a  total  of  60+  ‘drummers’  included  counts  of  18  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD,  12  at 
Traeth  Mawr/Traeth  Bach  Mynydd  Illtyd  and  12  at  Rhos  Saith  Maen  above  Llanwrthwl;  in 
RADNOR  3  pairs  at  Moelfre  Turbary  and  at  St.  David’s  Well,  3-4  at  Cwmmaerdy,  4  at  the 
Maelienydd  and  at  Penybont  Common  and  one  on  Ireland  Moor;  in  MONTGOMERY  6-12 
breeding  pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi. 

W  OODCOCK  Scolopax  rusti  cal  a  C  YFFYL  OG 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of 
this  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  roding  noted  at  Wem 
Ddu  and  Coed  Cefn-Pwll-Du;  BRECON:  none  recorded  in  the  breeding  season;  DENBIGH: 
roding  recorded  in  Nercwys  Forest  but  none  bred  at  Ruabon  Moors  area;  FLINT:  4  roding  at 
Llyn  Helyg  on  Mar.3 1st  and  one  seen  at  Penyffordd  on  June  24th. 


BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

263 

179 

249 

239 

206 

149 

258 

290 

277 

281 

98 

45 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  Oakenholt 

800 

1600 

900 

200 

250 

2 

13 

1200 

1450 

450 

Dee  Est.  IMF 

180 

270 

1400 

1000 

1150 

900 

370 

273 

193 

14 

58 

60 

Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

1040 

1100 

1100 

260 

650 

1550 

850 

600 
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Counts  at  the  Flint  sites  probably  overlap  as  roost  sites  vary  around  the  Dee  Est.,  where 
overall  max.  during  the  year  were  1607  in  February  and  1602  in  November.  Numbers  in  the 
south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN  were  very  low  with  a  max.  of  85  in  October. 
Otherwise  a  scatter  of  mainly  passage  groups  around  the  coast,  the  largest  of  50  at  the 
Dysynni  Est.  MEIRIONNYDD  in  May  and  42  at  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY  on  Sept. 7th. 
Inland  in  BRECON  there  was  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Mar.  15th,  7  flying  over  there  on 
Aug.  16th  and  one  on  Nov. 22nd  and  one  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  June  29th;  one  at  Cors  Caron 
CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  1st. 


BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites 
(holding  counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr. 

May  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

260 

260 

30 

1 

260 

130 

50 

345 

ANGLESEY 

Inland  Sea 

150 

50 

FLINT 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

2 

70 

3 

2 

24 

45 

26 

18 

There  were  also  169  at  Burry  Port  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan. 4th  and  250  at  Cefn  Sidan  there 
on  12th. 

WHIMBREL  Nnmenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

Wintering  birds  are  possibly  becoming  more  frequent  and  there  were  2  at  Skokholm 
PEMBROKE  in  the  early  months  and  singles  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  MEIRIONNYDD 
in  January,  wintering  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  at  Bagillt 
Bank  FLINT  wintering  similarly.  Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Mar.  16th  and  June 
18th  and  autumn  passage  from  July  2nd  to  Nov.  18- 19th,  when  there  were  2  at  Blackpill 
GLAMORGAN,  following  a  single  at  Porthcawl  there  over  5-6th.  Monthly  max.  in  the 
Burry  Inlet  were: 


GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

Apr. 

325 

May 

45 

June 

July 

65 

Aug. 

2 

Sept. 

10 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

143 

73 

8 

6 

18 

15 

Elsewhere  passage  max.  were  42  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.20th  and 
71  at  Sker  there  on  30th,  57  at  Blackpill  there  on  July  31st,  39  at  Cefn  Padrig 
CARMARTHEN  on  May  8th,  30  at  the  Gann  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  28th,  40  at  Freshwater 
W  there  on  May  5th  and  115  at  Castle  Martin  on  21st,  65  at  Borth  CEREDIGION  on 
Apr. 27th  and  40  at  Llyn  Alaw  ANGLESEY  on  May  3rd  and  18th.  In  the  autumn  at 
Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  680  passed  on  33  dates  between  July  16th  and  Sept.  13th,  with 
a  max.  of  370  on  Aug. 5th. 

Inland  7  at  Broad  Oak  CARMARTHEN  on  May  1st,  3  singles  in  BRECON  between 
1st  and  5th  and  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  there  on  July  19th  and  one  N  over  Ruabon  Moor 
DENBIGH  on  May  8th. 

CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 

1997:  A  total  of  only  8  pairs  found  breeding  in  4  sites  in  CARMARTHEN. 

1998:  Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 
of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  on  page  183.  There  were  also  502  off  FLINT  Point  on 
Mar.  5th.  Important  flocks  inland  were  max.  of  65  at  Glasbury  BRECON  on  Jan.  18th  and 
50  there  on  Dec.  13th  and  180  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  MONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  10th  and  80 
there  on  Nov.  17th. 


182 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  (S) 

735 

565 

460 

150 

25 

3 

1700 

1130 

1430 

1220 

1235 

1 130 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

560 

687 

573 

276 

208 

508 

1235 

2064 

1939 

1322 

727 

462 

T/T/G 

305 

246 

159 

2 

154 

466 

609 

449 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

1330 

948 

400 

2393 

1150 

968 

767 

1148 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

497 

634 

343 

37 

19 

67 

242 

1016 

635 

480 

623 

329 

MEIRIONNYDD  D’Glas. 

410 

309 

80 

53 

150 

250 

110 

385 

292 

124 

CAERNARFONConwy  Est. 

69 

199 

429 

16 

155 

700 

700 

520 

350 

261 

64 

Traeth  Lafan 

399 

350 

1200 

422 

FLINT  Clwyd  Est. 

800 

153 

80 

64 

400 

Dee  Est.  PoA 

980 

765 

720 

67 

33 

117 

960 

1265 

1300 

1270 

270 

240 

Systematic  breeding  reports  were:  GLAMORGAN:  3  breeding  pairs  only,  in  2  sites; 
CARMARTHEN:  only  noted  in  6  sites  in  the  breeding  season;  PEMBROKE:  10  teritories 
on  Skomer,  with  0.9  chicks  fledging  per  territory.  No  other  breeding  pairs  known  in  the 
county;  CEREDIGION:  1 1  pairs  found  in  a  survey  of  part  of  Cors  Caron  and  15  pairs  on  the 
Dyfi  Marshes;  BRECON:  a  total  of  70  breeding  pairs  located,  the  main  concentrations  being 
on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD,  with  13  pairs,  and  Llanwrtyd-Beulah,  with  14;  in  RADNOR  Andy 
Harris  found  82  pairs,  (see  table);  MONTGOMERY:  4  pairs  bred  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB. 


Breeding  Curlew  in  Radnor  1998 


10 -Km 

10-Km 

square 

Site 

Number  of  pairs 

square 

Site 

Number  c 

SO  06 

Llanyre  area 

15 

SO  04/14 

Llandeilo  Hill 

4 

Llandewi  West 

2 

SO  16 

Penybont  Common 

3-4 

SO  07 

Bwlch-y-Samau  area 

11 

Llandewi  East 

2 

SO  15 

Radnor  Hills 

19-21 

SO  17 

Maelienydd 

11 

SO  14 

Bachawy  Valley 

5 

Llanbister  Common 

2 

Ireland  Hill 

3 

Beacon  Hill 

3 

The  Begwns 

2 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  ervthropus  *  PIB YDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Noted  in  every  month,  with  a  total  of  c.110  altogether.  Roughly  half  of  all  birds  were 
recorded  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT,  which  was  also  the  only  site  with  any 
significant  spring  passage.  In  winter  up  to  5  around  the  Cleddau  Est.  PEMBROKE  in 
January  and  February  and  4  in  December,  3-4  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  in  the  early 
months  and  one  in  December,  2  wintering  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  at  both  ends  of 
the  year,  one  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  ANGLESEY  in  January  and  February  and  5  at  Malltraeth 
there  on  Feb. 2 1st,  and,  in  FLINT,  7  at  Oakenholt  in  January  and  February,  one  at  Point  of 
Ayr  in  December  and  up  to  17  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  in  the  early  months  and  10  in 
December.  Passage  birds  were  scant  and  none  was  seen  in  inland  counties.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

19  38  26  23  12  3  12  9  23  18  10  18 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIB  YDD  COESGOCH 

1996:  300  at  Foryd  Bay  CAERNARFON  on  Feb. 7th.  Bred  successfully  at  Cemlyn 
ANGLESEY 

1997:  1 1  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  but  only  one  was  successful,  with  3 
young.  Bred  successfully  at  Morfa  Madryn  NR  CAERNARFON. 
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1998:  Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 
of  300  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGANRhymney  Est.  520 

350 

6 

160 

270 

140 

320 

850 

265 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

212 

153 

22 

40 

429 

373 

456 

Burry  (S) 

135 

695 

270 

3 

120 

35 

150 

160 

445 

195 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

400 

477 

733 

431 

29 

285 

503 

1052 

1320 

576 

613 

391 

T/T/G 

41 

13 

207 

322 

398 

280 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

480 

384 

305 

132 

336 

469 

451 

CAERNARFONConwy  Est. 

245 

70 

150 

8 

4 

6 

21 

250 

260 

350 

300 

250 

FLINT  Dee  Est.  PoA 

465 

78 

53 

11 

58 

83 

13 

120 

240 

53 

Dee  Est.  Oakenholt 

100 

250 

320 

175 

30 

200 

230 

250 

200 

Dee  Est.  IMF 

120 

185 

2050 

520 

4 

16 

45 

1 

35 

78 

190 

120 

Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

1350 

980 

470 

520 

485 

380 

Marine  Lake  Rhyl 

400 

100 

All  breeding  records  received  are  listed.  They  are  incomplete:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  none 
known  to  breed:  GOWER:  single  pairs  present  at  Broughton  Bay,  Whiteford  Point  and 
Llanrhidian  Marsh;  CARMARTHEN:  15  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  at  least  7  young 
fledged;  CEREDIGION:  70-71  pairs  bred  in  the  Dyfi  Marshes  and  4-5  pairs  bred  at  Cors 
Caron;  RADNOR:  single  pairs  bred  successfully  on  the  Maelienydd  (one  young)  and 
Moelfre  Turbary  (2  young);  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi  and  one  at  Llyn 
Newydd;  CAERNARFON:  2  pairs  reared  a  total  of  one  young  at  Conwy  RSPB  and  3  pairs 
bred  at  Morfa  Madryn  NR.  2  certainly  successfully;  FLINT:  2  pairs  displaying  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  but  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebulaha  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  winter  records  apparently  increasing,  as  follows: 
CARMARTHEN:  up  to  4  in  the  Tywi  Est.  in  January  and  February,  one  at  Laughame  on 
Feb.  1st  and  2  at  Penclacwydd  each  end  of  the  year;  PEMBROKE:  1 1  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  in 
January  and  February  and  15  in  December;  CAERNARFON:  7  in  the  Aber  Ogwen  area  and 
4  in  Foryd  Bay  in  January  and  February  and  a  total  of  15  in  these  sites  in  December; 
ANGLESEY:  singles  at  the  Foel  shore  in  January  and  the  Braint  Est.  in  December,  with  2  in 
Red  Wharf  Bay  in  December;  FLINT:  one  or  two  along  the  Dee  Est.  at  both  ends  of  the 
year.  Passage  max.  w^ere,  in  CARMARTHEN,  36  at  Llandeilo  Abercywwn  on  Sept. 25th  and 
58  at  Penclacwydd.  up  to  34  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  PEMBROKE  and  32  in  Foryd  Bay 
CAERNARFON  in  September  and  a  max.  of  85  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT  on 
Sept. 9th,  a  reserve  record  count.  As  usual  quite  widely  recorded  inland,  particularly  in 


autumn.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July 

37  32  33  15  24  8  76 

Aug. 

179 

Sept.  Oct. 
355  89 

Nov. 

59 

Dec. 

38 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus 

PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  19  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  16  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in 
GLAMORGAN  (9  &  8),  CARMARTHEN  (2  &  1),  PEMBROKE  (2  &  0),  CEREDIGION 
(1  &  1),  BRECON  (2  &  3),  RADNOR  (2  &  2),  DENBIGH  (0  &  1)  and  FLINT  (1  &  0). 
Otherwise  a  scatter  on  passage,  mainly  in  autumn,  in  all  counties  but  numbers  everywhere 
small. 
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Ivory  Gull,  Aberthaw  Mark  Colter 


Franklin’s  Gull,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 


Keith  Stone 


Night  Heron,  Anglesey 


Gan'  Bellingham 


Lapland  Bunting,  Llanfairfechan 


Gan'  Bellingham 


Dotterel,  Garreg  Lwyd 


Colin  Richards 


Black-headed  Wagtail,  Conwy 


Gary  Bellingham 


Great  Shearwater,  at  sea  off  Pembrokeshire 


David  Astins 


American  Wigeon,  Conwy 


Gary  Bellingham 


WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola*  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

About  1 1  recorded,  as  follows:  one  at  Craig-y-Bedw  Pontardulais  GOWER  on  Oct.  1st,  one 
at  Ynys-hir  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  10th,  singles  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  May 
11th  and  17- 18th  and  at  Bardsey  there  on  Aug. 3 1st  and  probably  4  birds  through  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT  between  May  1 1th  and  24th,  one  there  from  July  24-Aug.3rd  and 
one  on  Sept. 5th. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Ac  tit  is  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  2  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd,  3  at  Gwenfrwdd  RSPB  and  5  on  R. 
Cothi  at  Pumpsaint. 

1998:  Wintering  birds  recorded  were  singles  at  Burry  Pill  and  R.  Afan  GOWER  in  January 
and  February  and  one  at  the  latter  in  December,  singles  at  Cosheston  Pill  PEMBROKE  on 
Jan.  10th  and  the  Nevern  Est.  and  Little  Milford  there  in  December,  one  at  Aberleri 
CEREDIGION  in  the  early  months,  one  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  MEIRIONNYDD  in 
December  and  one  on  the  R.  Clwyd  FLINT  in  January. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were  of  one 
pair  at  Penclacwydd  and  3  at  Gwenfrwdd  RSPB  CARMARTHEN  and  10  territories  along 
R.  Usk  from  Pencelli  to  Talybont  BRECON,  which  had  poor  breeding  success  in  the  wet 
June  weather  and,  in  MONTGOMERY,  4-6  pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR,  1-2  pairs  at  Llyn 
Coed  y  Dinas  and  2-3  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below 
as  available. There  were  also  max.  of  48  in  the  Taff/Ely  Est  GLAMORGAN  in  February  and 
October,  55  at  Porthcawl  there  in  January  and  62  at  Aberthaw  in  February,  and  121  in  Burry 
(N)  CARMARTHEN  in  March  and  244  at  Burry  Port  there  on  Sept. 8th. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

130 

20 

60 

31 

3' 

1 

1 

30 

34 

185 

Swansea  Docks 

110 

450 

33 

18 

10 

35 

36 

63 

25 

Whiteford  Point 

101 

76 

21 

1 

35 

76 

17 

Port  Talbot 

29 

38 

23 

6 

9 

14 

12 

27 

21 

56 

35 

38 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  Est. 

62 

36 

27 

11 

49 

81 

107 

CEREDIGION  Aberaeron 

73 

71 

DENBIGH  Llanddulas 

121 

100 

FLINT  Rhyl 

40 

55 

Dee  Est.  Mostyn  Dock 

30 

45 

42 

10 

0 

0 

0 

38 

53 

60 

52 

26 

WILSON’S  PHALAROPE  Phalaropns  tricolor* 
One  at  Tywyn  MEIRIONNYDD  over  Aug.27-28th. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  P.  lobatus * 

One  at  Penmon  ANGLESEY  from  Oct.2-6th. 


LLYDANDROED  WILSON 


LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 


GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  *  LL  YDANDROED  LL  WYD 

1996:  There  was  a  second  bird  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Oct. 25th. 

1998:  All  records  were:  GWENT:  one  at  West  Pill  on  Sept. 24th;  CARMARTHEN:  one  at 
Penrhyngwyn  Pond  from  Sept.l2-20th;  PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  5  passed  Strumble  Head  on 
4  dates  between  Sept.  13th  and  Nov.  10th;  CEREDIGION:  the  bird  at  Aberystwyth  in 
December  1997  stayed  to  Jan. 2nd  and  singles  there  on  Sept.  12th  and  Dec.  18th; 
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CAERNARFON:  one  at  Penrhyn  from  Nov.5-8th  was  seen  off  Rhos  DENBIGH  on  9th; 
ANGLESEY:  one  seen  from  the  Ferry  55  minutes  out  from  Holyhead  on  Aug.  7th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius pomarinus*  SGIWEN FRECH 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  light  phase  adult  W  off  Porthcawl  on  June  9th  and  a 
similar  bird  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  on  Aug. 28th;  PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  19  passed  Strumble 
Head  on  12  dates  between  July  15th  and  Oct. 29th,  max.  3  on  Oct. 25th;  CAERNARFON:  5 
singles  passed  Bardsey  between  Aug.  1st  and  Oct.  15th  and  one  at  Braich  y  Pwll  on 
Sept.  13th;  ANGLESEY:  2  off  Point  Lynas  on  July  23rd  and  one  on  Sept.  15th  and  one  seen 
from  the  Ferry  an  hour  out  of  Holyhead  on  Aug. 7th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  GOGLEDD 

1997:  One  at  Borth  CEREDIGION  on  Dec. 3 1st. 

1998:  One  at  Ynys-hir  CEREDIGION  after  heavy  gales  on  Jan. 4th  was  perhaps  the  same  as 
the  Borth  bird  above.  Another  winter  bird  was  seen  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on 
Jan. 7th.  In  spring  a  total  of  24  seen  round  the  coast  between  Apr.3rd  and  June  28th.  Most 
were  recorded  off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast,  with  a  total  of  16  between  May  5th  and  June 
19th.  Noted  all  round  the  coast  in  autumn  between  July  4th  and  Nov. 4th.  Most  were  seen  off 
PEMBROKE,  where  186  passed  sea-watching  points  between  July  23rd  and  Nov. 4th.  As 
usual  the  main  movements  were  off  Strumble  Head,  with  176  birds,  max.  16  on  Aug. 22nd, 
18  on  Sept.  10th  and  15  on  11th.  Off  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  there  were  28  between 
Aug.  12th  and  Oct. 29th,  max.  6  on  Sept. 7th  and  30  passed  Point  Lynas  ANGLESEY  on  9 
dates  between  Aug.  16th  and  Oct.  17th,  max.  8  on  Sept.  13th.  For  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  15 
passing  on  Aug. 22nd  was  the  only  significant  count  received.  Inland  there  was  one  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Oct.20th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN LOSTFAIN 

1996:  2  off  Llanddwyn  ANGLESEY  on  May  27th  was  a  rare  spring  record.  One  at  Point 
Lynas  there  on  Oct. 4th. 

1998:  All  records  were:  PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  25  passed  Strumble  Head  on  12  dates 
between  Aug.  13th  and  Oct.  17th,  max.  9  on  Aug. 22nd;  CAERNARFON:  an  immature  off 
Bardsey  on  Sept.  10th;  ANGLESEY:  immatures  off  Point  Lynas  on  Aug. 22nd  and  Sept.  13th. 

GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  *  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

In  winter  in  GWENT,  after  gales  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  2+  off  Black  Rock 
on  Jan.Trd  and  aJ  Toast  5  alon-g  fhe  GaddTeott  foreshore  on  4th  and  one  at 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  7th.  Similarly,  off  GLAMORGAN,  one  off  Porthcawl  on  Jan. 5th, 
one  E  and  4W  off  Lavemock  Point  on  8th  and  singles  off  Tutt  Head  on  1st  and  Worm’s 
Head  on  6th,  in  PEMBROKE,  singles  off  Strumble  Head  on  Jan.  1st,  2nd  and  5th  and 
Dec. 28th  and  at  Angle  Bay  on  Jan. 3rd,  one  off  the  CEREDIGION  coast  in  January  and  one 
picked  up  dead  at  Fairboume  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb. 7th.  In  spring  one  off  Goldcliff  Point 
GWENT  on  June  9th  and,  in  PEMBROKE,  3  off  Stackpole  Head  on  Apr.3rd  and  singles  at 
Skokholm  on  26th  and  Strumble  Head  on  June  11th.  In  autumn  a  total  of  c.280  recorded 
round  the  coast  between  July  11th  and  Nov. 12th.  As  usual,  most  (211)  were  seen  off 
Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE,  max  42  on  Oct.  17th.  Elsewhere  14  were  seen  off  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  between  Aug. 26th  and  Oct. 2 1st,  max.  6  on  Oct.  17th,  and  26  passed  Point 
Lynas  ANGLESEY  on  iTTaates  Detween  Aug.f6tn  and  Oct.TTTh,  max78  on  Sept.nrfr. 
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MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Lams  melanocephalus*  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
1996:  At  least  1 2  were  noted  in  CAERNARFON  making  the  Welsh  total  for  the  year  c.  1 80. 
1998:  Numbers  appear  to  be  increasing.  Recorded  in  every  month,  although  in  June  found 
only  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  GWENT  and  Blackpill  GLAMORGAN.  A  total  of  at  least 
231-273  recorded,  in  GWENT  (at  least  26),  GLAMORGAN  (at  least  98),  CARMARTHEN 
(at  least  10),  PEMBROKE  (25-67),  CEREDIGION  (at  least  20),  MEIRIONNYDD  (at  least 
13),  CAERNARFON  (c.27),  ANGLESEY  (5),  DENBIGH  (4)  and  FLINT  (3).  As  usual  the 
most  important  single  site  was  Blackpill,  where  birds  were  present  in  every  month,  the 
records  involving  at  least  45  birds;  the  max.  counts  of  each  age  group  were  13  adults  on  July 
27th,  7  second  year  birds  on  Mar.28th  and  5  first  year  on  several  dates  between  Apr.24th 
and  July  27th,  of  individuals  was  of  22  on  July  27th.  Although  none  was  seen  in  inland 
counties,  birds  were  noted  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT,  at  least  3  were  feeding  inland 
with  flocks  of  small  gulls  in  PEMBROKE  and  birds  were  also  noted  at  Llys  y  fran  Res  there 
and,  in  DENBIGH,  an  adult  at  Plas  Uchaf  Res.  on  Mar.  14th  and  one  with  breeding  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  at  Llyn  Bran  on  May  22nd.  Approximate  monthly  totals  away  from  Blackpill 


were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

adults 

27 

13 

11 

0 

2 

0 

16 

13 

10 

15 

17 

15 

immatures 

12 

6 

13 

7 

4 

3 

6 

1 1 

16 

23 

4 

9 

unaged 

1 

8 

9 

6 

4 

2 

3 

Total 

40 

27 

24 

7 

6 

3 

31 

30 

30 

40 

24 

24 

At  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  a  total  of  at  least  12  noted  up  to  Aug. 29th,  including  2  adults 
displaying  on  June  5th  and  8th,  but  all  records  were  for  the  Cheshire  part  of  the  Reserve. 

FRANKLIN’S  GULL  L.  pipixcan*  GWYLAN  FRANKLIN 

An  adult  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GOWER  from  Oct.28-Nov.lst  was  the  second  for  Wales. 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus  *  G  WYLAN  FECHAN 

A  total  of  67  recorded  altogether  in  GLAMORGAN  (19),  PEMBROKE  (17), 
CEREDIGION  (10),  BRECON  (12),  MEIRIONNYDD  (2),  CAERNARFON  (5)  and 
ANGLESEY  (2).  The  great  majority  of  these  birds  were  immatures,  particularly  in  winter 
and  the  largest  group  was  of  1 1  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Apr. 4th.  In  PEMBROKE  a 
total  of  9  seen  between  Jan.  1st  and  June  6th  and  8  at  Strumble  Head  between  Aug. 24th  and 
Oct. 25th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  outside  Pembroke  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Get.  Nov.  Dec. 
16  1  1  14  3  11  17422 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini*  GWYLAN  SABINE 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  an  adult  at  the  Ogmore  Est  over  Sept.9-10th; 
CARMARTHEN:  one  off  Telpyn  Point  on  Nov. 1st;  PEMBROKE:  single  juveniles  passed 
Strumble  Head  on  Aug. 30th  and  Sept.  1 1th  and  12th,  with  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  there  on 
10th;  CEREDIGION:  single  juveniles  at  Borth  and  Aberaeron  on  Sept.  11th  and  Mwnt  on 
Oct. 25th;  CAERNARFON:  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  at  Bardsey  on  Sept. 2nd;  ANGLESEY:  a 
juvenile  off  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  13th  and  a  bird  there  on  Oct.  14th. 

BONAPARTE’S  GULL  L.  Philadelphia*  GWYLAN  BONAPARTE 

1997 YA  juvenile  olT Strumble'  Head  PEMBROKE  on  5ept.28th  was  the  fifth  for  WMes. 
1998:  2  first  winter  birds  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  May  16th,  one  remaining  to 
17th.  This  was  the  sixth  record  for  Wales. 
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BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN PENDDU 

1996:  in  ANGLESEY  360  nesting  pairs  at  Cemlyn  and  300  at  Llyn  Alaw. 

1998:  Systematic  counts  from  12  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very 
common  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGANOgmore  Est. 

3500 

1050 

T87 

250 

2600 

1470 

1300 

2523 

Blackpill 

4500 

2857 

429 

105 

43 

161 

3520 

3900 

2770 

1780 

3259 

3550 

Port  Talbot 

800 

660 

262 

6 

198 

338 

346 

300 

405 

724 

Burry  (S) 

620 

355 

10 

5 

3 

4080 

3310 

6040 

2075 

1950 

865 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

270 

232 

12 

47 

26 

381 

908 

1680 

885 

486 

450 

167 

Upper  Loughor 

780 

461 

51 

3 

164 

1068 

1283 

1696 

666 

389 

834 

T/T/G 

170 

91 

12 

1705 

1174 

577 

152 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

12 

151 

392 

169 

75 

48 

197 

832 

377 

292 

363 

25 

MEIRIONNYDD  D/Glas. 

75 

70 

350 

200 

80 

60 

350 

1000 

450 

1100 

150 

150 

Dysynni 

300 

350 

300 

37 

9 

80 

150 

200 

19 

40 

CAERNAREONConwy  Est. 

40 

103 

151 

16 

14 

800 

390 

550 

400 

96 

213 

FLINT  Clwyd  Est. 

400 

350 

35 

55 

400 

80 

Inland  the  roost  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  had  max.  of  1000  in  early  February  and 
500  in  mid  November  and  that  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  had  max.  of  2000  on  Feb.  16th 
and  800  on  Nov. 28th. 

Breeding  information  was  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  at  the  Seven  Sisters, 
with  a  max.  of  160  birds  on  June  19th;  46  fledged  young  were  visible  on  July  5th; 
CARMARTHEN:  3  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd,  2  fledging  2  young  each  and  one  failing; 
BRECON:  150  birds  and  54  young  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  July  10th,  12  nests  at  Llyn  Dwr,  46 
birds  and  5  young  at  Cefn  Lechid  on  July  25th  and  3-4  pairs  at  Llyn  Login.  The  colony  at 
Llyn  Traeth  Bach  was  abandoned;  RADNOR:  20  adults,  8  juveniles  and  an  active  nest  at 
Begwns  Pool  on  June  24th;  MONTGOMERY:  300  birds  at  the  Llyn  y  Tarw  colony  on  June 
14th,  90  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Newydd  and  67  birds  at  Llynmawr  on  May  17th;  ANGLESEY: 
374  nests  at  Cemlyn,  with  400-700  chicks  fledging,  and  at  least  300  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw.  The 
Llyn  Traffwll  colony  much  reduced;  DENBIGH:  max.  of  140  birds  at  the  Llyn  Bran  colony 
and  of  320  at  the  Alwen  Res.  colony;  FLINT:  the  large  breeding  colony  at  Inner  Marsh 
Farm  RSPB  was  not  censused  but  a  count  of  2500  present  at  the  colony  on  Mar. 3 1st 
suggested  a  population  of  c.1000  pairs. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis*  GWYLAN FODRWYBIG 

1996:  A  total  of  4  or  5  in  ANGLESEY  between  Feb.  14th  and  May  2nd  and  one  in  Foryd 
Bay  CAERNARFON  from  Jan.  12-Feb.  18th. 

1997:  An  adult  at  Aber  CAERNARFON  on  Oct. 3rd. 

1998:  At  Blackpill  GLAMORGAN  a  total  of  at  least  6  individuals  seen,  2  adults,  2  second 
year  birds  and  2  first  year.  There  were  records  for  every  month  except  August  and  birds 
were  seen  on  a  total  of  106  days,  adults  being  confined  to  the  periods  Jan.l-Apr.28th  and 
Dec.  1 -30th.  Elsewhere  in  GLAMORGAN  there  was  an  adult  in  the  Taff/Ely  Est.  from 
Jan.  1 1 -Feb. 8th  and  a  second  year  bird  there  on  Apr. 24th,  a  first  winter  at  Aberthaw  on 
Mar.  15th  and  a  first  summer  there  on  Apr.  12th  and  an  adult  at  Roath  Park  from  Dec. 23- 
31st.  In  CARMARTHEN  a  first  summer  bird  at  Penclacwydd  on  June  2nd  and,  in 
PEMBROKE,  adults  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  from  Feb.2-8th,  at  Haverfordwest  on  4th  and  over 
Mar.  13- 14th,  the  Gann  on  Apr.  17th  and  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Dec. 23rd,  and  first  winter 
birds  at  the  Nevem  Est.  on  Oct. 25th  and  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Dec. 25th. 
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COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Systematic  counts  from  7  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

1590 

2400 

1265 

560 

400 

20 

82 

510 

509 

526 

1280 

1200 

Burry  (S) 

215 

490 

140 

5 

1 

725 

810 

970 

310 

160 

125 

CARMARTHENU/Loughor 

98 

42 

23 

28 

2 

1 

2 

16 

36 

145 

404 

T/T/G 

224 

210 

336 

140 

7 

180 

190 

310 

149 

201 

MEIRIONNYDD  Dysynni 

350 

500 

500 

26 

1 

4 

CAERNARFONConwy  Est. 

243 

67 

1 

100 

45 

300 

34 

281 

DENBIGH  Dolwen  Res. 

600 

300 

200 

There  were  also  counts  of  3000  at  Carmarthen  rubbish  tip  on  Jan. 23rd,  900  at  Plas  Uchaf 
Res.  DENBIGH  on  Mar.  14th  and  160  at  Llyn  Helyg  FLINT  on  15th  and  max.  of  500  off 
Rhyl  there  on  Jan.  15th  and  800  off  Gronant  on  28th. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

1996:  There  were  386  nests  at  Bodorgan  Head  ANGLESEY. 

1998:  Systematic  counts  at  6  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species 
at  the  coast: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

51 

38 

50 

33 

23 

17 

76 

19 

37 

48 

33 

18 

Port  Talbot 

90 

62 

119 

121 

82 

87 

89 

75 

40 

31 

41 

34 

Burry  (S) 

10 

15 

20 

20 

80 

55 

70 

65 

110 

70 

20 

2 

CARMARTHENBurry  (N) 

19 

21 

27 

73 

77 

26 

159 

97 

24 

25 

5 

11 

Upper  Loughor 

17 

25 

51 

44 

91 

289 

335 

179 

281 

152 

561 

28 

CAERNARFON  Pwllheli 

2 

5 

29 

14 

10 

6 

6 

2 

5 

3 

5 

3 

Inland  counts  for  this  species  are  usually  larger  and  the  roost  at  Llys  y  fran  Res. 
PEMBROKE  had  a  max.  of  3500  on  Dec. 9th  and,  in  BRECON,  the  max.  at  Llangorse  Lake 
were  200  on  Jan.  17th  and  1280  on  Sept.  18th,  whilst  there  were  300  at  Brechfa  Pool  there  on 
Oct.  17th  and  100  at  Pontsticill  Res.  on  Dec. 28th. 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  in  the  Cardiff  area  24  nests  at 
Tyndall  Industrial  Estate  and  several  breeding  pairs  at  Atlantic  Wharf,  whilst  new  sites  were 
Burges  House  Newport  Road,  one  young  fledged,  Llanishen  Business  Park,  several  nests, 
and  Heath  Hospital,  min.  1 1  nests.  Nesting  was  also  suspected  at  Maesteg  and  4  pairs  bred 
near  Port  Talbot  railway  station;  PEMBROKE:  an  11%  decline  in  the  total  number  of 
breeding  pairs  to  16,600,  mainly  at  Skomer,  with  12,065  pairs  (14,343  in  1997)  which 
produced  an  average  of  0.16  chicks  per  pair.  There  was  an  increase  at  Skokholm,  where 
3269  nests  produced  c.800  young.  Elsewhere  there  were  483  pairs  at  Caldey,  334  at 
Ramsey /Bishops  &  Clerks,  166  at  Middleholm,  100  at  St.  Margarets  and  157  along  the  mid 
and  south  coasts.  No  count  was  made  of  the  north  coast  sites;  CAERNARFON:  233  nests  at 
Bardsey;  ANGLESEY:  173  pairs  bred  at  South  Stack,  with  a  notable  increase  on  the 
lighthouse  island.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  there  since  1991,  before  when  there  were 
generally  fewer  than  20  pairs.  The  species  was  also  reported  as  a  major  predator  of  the 
Cemlyn  tern  colony.  FLINT:  a  pair  attempted  to  breed  unsuccessfully  at  Oakenholt  Marsh. 
Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on. 
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HERRING  GULL  L.  argent atus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

1996:  3000  adults  at  Bodorgan  Head  ANGLESEY  on  June  13th. 

1998:  Systematic  counts  from  10  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurence  for  this  very 
common  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

246 

425 

235 

355 

296 

197 

693 

890 

830 

431 

522 

841 

Port  Talbot 

330 

325 

214 

263 

271 

160 

251 

298 

244 

183 

341 

259 

Burry  (S) 

995 

175 

95 

195 

1045 

640 

655 

650 

95 

940 

555 

240 

CARMARTHEN  Burry  (N) 

47 

80 

26 

52 

52 

79 

40 

43 

13 

53 

1 

19 

Upper  Loughor 

9 

57 

22 

19 

47 

53 

22 

19 

26 

17 

536 

153 

T/T/G 

293 

150 

144 

169 

352 

1259 

878 

539 

190 

68 

MEIRIONNYDD  Artro 

30 

84 

99 

74 

111 

53 

134 

153 

62 

112 

128 

Dysynni 

650 

100 

260 

268 

650 

950 

80 

175 

15 

55 

CAERNARFONConwy  Est. 

168 

234 

143 

44 

55 

158 

201 

235 

500 

95 

119 

Pwllheli 

33 

40 

58 

39 

nc 

28 

15 

20 

118 

152 

50 

40 

There  were  also  max.  of  1800  off  Rhyl  and  2500  off  Gronant  FLINT  in  January  and  1500 
off  Rhyl  on  Dec.  12th.  There  were  1500+  at  Borth  CEREDIGION  at  end  October,  following 
a  large  mortality  of  starfish.  Inland  the  roost  at  Ponsticill  Res.  BRECON  peaked  at  120  on 
Dec. 28th. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  3  nests  at  Cwmnash,  a  roof  top  nest  at 
Rhiwbina  and  nesting  in  the  Tyndall  Industrial  Estate  Lesser  Black-back  colony,  6  nests  all 
failed  at  Thurba,  108  pairs  at  Port  Talbot  steelworks,  5  pairs  at  the  railway  station  there  and 
3  pairs  at  Sketty;  PEMBROKE:  although  no  census  along  the  N  coast,  a  small  increase  in 
breeding  pairs  likely,  to  3739  in  other  breeding  sites  (+9%).  The  largest  colony  was  of  1471 
pairs  at  Caldey  with  another  315  at  St.  Margarets.  At  Skokholm  387  nests  produced  0.78 
young  per  nest  but  a  decline  to  299  nests  at  Skomer,  producing  0.75  young  per  nest. 
Elsewhere  354  pairs  at  Ramsey/Bishops  &  Clerks  and  a  total  of  913  at  other  sites; 
CEREDIGION:  increasing  numbers  reported  as  nesting  on  roof-tops  in  Aberystwyth; 
CAERNARFON:  552  nests  at  Bardsey  and  3  pairs  reared  6  young  at  Conwy  RSPB.  On  July 
2nd  300+  birds  counted  at  colonies  on  Great  Orme.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

A  total  of  about  35  Yellow-legged  Gulls  (either  L.  a.  micahelis  or  L.a.  cachinnans ) 
were  recorded  in  GWENT  (11),  GLAMORGAN  (14),  CARMARTHEN  (1),  PEMBROKE 
(1),  CAERNARFON  (6),  and  inland  in  BRECON  (2).  The  CAERNARFON  records 
included  2  adults  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Feb. 27th  to  Aug. 30th,  which  may  have  attempted 
breeding.  Nest  material  was  certainly  seen  being  earned.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

362  2  2’  3  1  756  53 

Note  that  BOURC  has  not  yet  pronounced  on  the  specific  status  of  these  forms. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

Recorded  in  every  month  except  August  and  September,  with  a  total  of  about  29  birds  in 
GWENT  (3),  GLAMORGAN  (9),  CARMARTHEN  (5),  PEMBROKE  (2),  CEREDIGION 
(3)  and  CAERNARFON  (5).  All  were  at  the  coast  except  for  3  at  Carmarthen  rubbish  tip 
from  Jan.7-15th  and  one  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  over  Feb.3-4th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 
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adults 

immatures 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
12  1000000012 
95374110  0111 

There  were  2  records  of  the  Nearctic  race  kumleini,  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  (first 
winter)  from  Feb.  1 -5th  and  an  adult  at  Blackpill  GLAMORGAN  from  Dec.  15th  into  1999. 
These  are  the  first  and  second  records  of  this  race  for  Wales. 


GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus*  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Recorded  until  May  8th  and  in  December,  with  a  total  of  18  birds  altogether  in 
GLAMORGAN  (4),  CARMARTHEN  (1),  PEMBROKE  (6),  CEREDIGION  (2), 
MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (2),  ANGLESEY  (1)  and  FLINT  (1).  Three  were 
unaged  but  all  others  were  immature.  Inland  there  was  one  at  Carmarthen  rubbish  tip  from 
Jan.  1-2 1st  and  1-2  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  from  Feb.l-Mar.4th.  Monthly  totals 
were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Dec. 

9  6  3  11  1 


GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU FWYAF 

Systematic  counts  from  10  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 
Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Blackpill 

28 

11 

22 

15 

19 

45 

81 

71 

25 

45 

63 

33 

Port  Talbot 

14 

6 

6 

7 

6 

4 

6 

8 

9 

7 

24 

11 

Burry  (S) 

15 

10 

15 

30 

20 

20 

80 

180 

85 

75 

45 

30 

CARMARTHENBurry  (N) 

4 

7 

2 

5 

5 

2 

3 

4 

2 

6 

2 

7 

Upper  Loughor 

1 

5 

6 

1 

9 

4 

21 

3 

4 

8 

3 

5 

T/T/G 

21 

32 

30 

3 

25 

54 

40 

109 

72 

78 

40 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi  Est. 

15 

23 

17 

9 

11 

4 

7 

26 

8 

13 

13 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD  Dysynni 

1 

3 

5 

2 

8 

12 

7 

17 

6 

CAERNARFON  Bardsey 

8 

13 

9 

15 

54 

24 

9 

14 

13 

23 

FLINT  Rhyl 

35 

6 

20 

75 

25 

85 

Breeding  colony  counts 

received 

were: 

PEMBROKE:  St 

.  Margarets  80 

pairs, 

Caldey  6, 

Skokholm  46,  rearing  1.1  young  per  pair,  Skomer  53  nests  with  similar  success, 
Middleholm  46  pairs,  Ramsey /Bishops  &  Clerks  42,  Grassholm  16  and  9  along  the  south 
and  mid  Pembs  coasts;  CEREDIGION:  a  pair  nested  on  a  chimney  stack  on  the  Old  College 
building  Aberystwyth,  perhaps  the  first  record  of  its  kind  for  Wales;  CAERNARFON:  2 
pairs  nested  at  Bardsey;  ANGLESEY:  4  breeding  pairs  at  South  Stack.  No  other  Welsh 
colonies  reported  on. 


KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  401  nests  on  Great  Orme,  1448  on  Little  Orme  and  200+  birds  in 
the  colony  at  Llech  Llydan. 

1997:  In  CAERNAFON  1259  nests  on  Great  Orme  and  71 1  on  Little  Orme. 

1998:  Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GLAMORGAN:  10  pairs  sitting  at  Devil’s 
Truck  on  June  22nd  and  88  nests  on  Mumbles  Pier;  PEMBROKE:  Skomer,  2092  apparently 
occupied  nests  with  a  breeding  success  of  0.8  young  per  pair,  Ramsey,  450  pairs  bred  with 
productivity  of  0.9  young  per  pair,  Grassholm,  22  pairs,  Elegug  Stacks  c.150  pairs 
producing  0.31  young  per  pair,  Stackpole  4  pairs;  CEREDIGION:  395  nests  at  New  Quay 
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Head  and  12  at  Lochtyn;  CAERNARFON:  149  apparently  occupied  nests  on  Bardsey 
produced  111  fledged  young;  ANGLESEY:  only  8  nests  at  South  Stack,  where  the  species 
has  declined  from  a  peak  of  246  nests  in  1992.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

IVORY  GULL  Pagophila  eburnea*  GWYLAN IFORI 

An  immature  was  seen  at  Aberthaw  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan. 2nd.  This  is  the  third  fully 
documented  record  for  Wales,  although  there  are  a  few  poorly  documented  early  records. 

CASPIAN  TERN  Sterna  caspia*  MORWENNOL  FWYAF 

One  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May  28th  and  June  1st. 

SANDWICH  TERN  5.  sandvicensis  MOR  WENNOL  BIGDDU 

1997:  One  near  Beaumaris  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  18th. 

1998:  One  at  Pwllheli  CAERNARFON  on  Jan. 26th.  The  single  Welsh  colony  held  460  pairs 
which  fledged  450  young.  Autumn  max.  were  of  200  at  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  on 
Aug. 30th,  200  at  the  Dysynni  MEIRIONNYDD  in  July  and  160  in  August,  1050  at  Point  of 
Ayr  FLINT  on  July  22nd  and  500  on  Aug. 6th  and,  in  south  Wales,  120  at  Burry  Port 
CARMARTHEN  in  August.  There  was  a  passage  max.  of  248  past  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug. 24th  and  673  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  during  the 
autumn,  max. 79  on  Sept.  1 1th.  Inland  2  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  May  1 1th. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  donga  Hi*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

Six  pairs  bred  in  2  sites  but  only  reared  one  young.  Other  records  were  of  2  at  Poppit 
PEMBROKE  on  Apr.20th  and  an  adult  at  Strumble  Head  there  on  June  12th,  2  at  Point  of 
Ayr  FLINT  on  July  20th  and  an  adult  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Aug. 26th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  553  pairs  bred  in  5  colonies  in  N  Wales  with  good  breeding  success,  rearing  828 
young,  including  585  by  380  pairs  at  Shotton,  a  record  result.  However  a  sixth  colony  failed 
completely  before  it  could  be  properly  counted.  Autumn  max.  at  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  were 
305  on  July  22nd  and  530  on  Aug. 8th.  One  at  Machroes  CAERNARFON  on  the  late  date  of 
Nov. 8th. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MOR  WENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

Four  colonies  in  north  Wales  held  1305  pairs,  which  reared  925-1800  young.  In 
CARMARTHEN  150  at  Cefn  Sidan  (with  46  Common  Terns)  on  May  12th  was  an  unusual 
spring  eoncentration. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

The  single  Welsh  colony  in  FLINT  was  sharply  reduced  to  35-40  pairs,  perhaps  a  reflection 
of  the  abyssmal  breeding  result  in  1997.  It  was  another  poor  breeding  season,  with  only  20 
young  reared,  due  to  a  combination  of  bad  weather,  big  tides  and  foxes.  The  autumn  max.  at 
Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  was  175  on  Aug. 8th.  Inland  there  were  4  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON 
on  May  16th  and  one  at  Llyn  Helyg  FLINT  on  24th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

A  total  of  118  recorded,  in  GWENT  (5),  GLAMORGAN  (13),  CARMARTHEN  (6), 
PEMBROKE  (17),  CEREDIGION  (27),  BRECON  (10),  CAERNARFON  (6),  ANGLESEY 
(29),  DENBIGH  O')  and  FLINT  (4).  Spring  passage  involved  only  f2  birds  between  Apr. 5th 
and  May  14th  and  autumn  passage  106  between  July  30th  and  Sept.  20th,  all  but  9  in 
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September.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2  10  0  1  8  97 

WHITE-WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  leucopterus*  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 

An  immature  at  Llyn  Traffwll  ANGLESEY  from  Sept. 8- 14th. 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

1996:  In  CAERNARFON  684  nests  on  Great  Orme,  726  on  Little  Orme  and  1000+  birds  in 
the  colony  at  Llech  Llydan  on  June  9th. 

1997:  In  CAERNARFON  1875  nests  on  Great  Orme  and  927  on  Little  Orme. 

1998:  Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  PEMBROKE:  a  complete  census  found 
26,954  birds  on  ledges,  an  increase  of  13%  cf  1997.  Individual  colony  counts  were:  Skomer 
10899  (+12%),  with  an  average  of  0.77  young  per  active  site,  Middleholm  253,  Skokholm 
774  (+26%),  with  an  average  of  0.94  young/site  in  one  sample,  Ramsey  3243  (+12%), 
Bishops  and  Clerks  8,  Grassholm  876,  south  coast  9452  (+13%)  including  6758  at  Elegug 
Stacks,  Caldey  9,  St.  Margaret’s  375  and  north  coast  1073  (+27%);  CEREDIGION:  colony 
counts  of  birds  at  ledges  found  2949  at  New  Quay  Head,  247  at  Penmoelciliau,  467  at 
Lochtyn,  311  at  Dolyfran  and  one  at  Carred  Nedwydd.  Compared  to  1997  these  counts 
showed  an  increase  of  13%;  CAERNARFON:  237  counted  at  ledges  at  Bardsey  in  May  and 
June,  a  decline  of  12%;  ANGLESEY:  the  mean  count  af  adults  on  ledges  at  South  Stack  in 
June  was  3086  and  showed  very  little  change  compared  to  1996  and  1997.  Other  Welsh 
breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

1996:  In  Caernarfon  257  nests  at  Great  Orme  and  46  at  Little  Orme  and  500+  birds  at  the 
colony  at  Llech  Llydan. 

1997:  In  CAERNARFON  187  nests  at  Great  Orme  and  34  at  Little  Orme 
1998:  Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  PEMBROKE:  a  complete  census  found 
8327  birds  on  ledges,  an  increase  of  7%.  Colony  counts  were:  Skomer  3337  (+14%),  with 
an  average  of  0.66  young/active  site,  Middleholm  242,  Skokholm  1011  with  an  average  of 
0.87  young/site  in  one  sample,  Grassholm  11,  Ramsey/Bishops  &  Clerks  1698  (+15%)  in 
June,  St.  Margaret’s  Island  71  (-22%),  Caldey  12,  north  coast  862  and  south  coast  1083; 
CEREDIGION:  counts  of  birds  on  ledges  found  168  at  New  Quay  Head,  74  at 
Penmoelciliau,  1 8  at  Lochtyn  and  34  at  Dolyfran  and  Carreg  Nedwydd.  These  counts  show 
a  decline  of  50%  compared  to  1997;  CAERNARFON:  233  nests  on  ledges  and  in  boulder 
beach  colonies  at  Bardsey,  a  decline  of  c.27%  compared  to  1997:  ANGLESEY:  the  mean 
count  of  adults  on  ledges  at  South  Stack  in  June  was  626,  an  increase  of  39%  compared  to 
1996  and  1997.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle *  GWYEOG  DDU 

In  ANGLESEY  the  max.  count  at  the  Fedw  Fawr  colony  was  8-9  on  Apr.  14th.  There  were  a 
scatter  of  records  elsewhere  around  the  coast  and  the  species  now  also  breeds  at  one  other 
site  on  the  north  coast,  with  one  pair.  The  only  other  record  was  of  one  in  Fishguard 
Harbour  PEMBROKE  on  Dec. 30th. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle*  CARF1L  K4CH 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  one  at  Barry  Docks  on  Nov. 4th;  PEMBROKE:  singles 
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off  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  12th  and  16th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  2  at  Fairboume  on  Nov. 6th: 
CAERNARFON:  one  picked  up  in  a  garden  at  Aberdaron  was  released  back  to  sea. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

In  Pembroke  a  complete  breeding  census  found  a  total  of  12.043  individuals,  a  small 
decline.  The  max.  spring  count  at  Skomer  was  9235  birds  and  productivity  was  0.79 
young/burrow;  at  Skokholm  2774  counted  on  Apr.  1st,  with  productivity  of  0.66  per  pair:  26 
occupied  burrows  at  North  Bishop.  4  pairs  were  recorded  on  the  south  coast  and  another  4 
at  St.  Margarets  Island.  In  ANGLESEY  the  max.  breeding  season  count  at  South  Stack  was 
56  birds.  Other  Welsh  colonies  were  not  reported  on.  Breeding  was  not  suspected  at  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  but  birds  present  peaked  at  32  in  April  and  30  in  June. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  20  or  more  birds  were  recorded  as  follows:  PEMBROKE:  20  at  Garron  Pill 
on  Mar.23rd.  50  at  Goodwick  on  Nov.  19th.  30  at  Neath  on  Dec.  13th  and  60  at  St.  Nicholas 
on  14th:  BRECON:  30  at  Felindre  on  Oct.  17th  and  44  at  Llanfilo  on  19th:  CAERNARFON: 
29  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Feb. 26th;  ANGLESEY:  38  at  Beaumaris  on  Feb. 11th  and  20  on 
Mar.21st.  These  records  are  undoubtedly  incomplete  and  smaller  numbers  were  widespread, 
although  a  decline  was  noted  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  FLINT  with  the  conversion  of 
arable  to  grass  on  neighbouring  fields.  Little  breeding  information  for  this  fairly  common 
Welsh  species  but,  in  BRECON,  51  pairs  were  found  in  mixed  farming  areas  in  the  SE  and 
6-7  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt;  a  post-breeding  flock  of  50  at  Battle  Hill  there  on  June  4th. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Lavemock  Point  on  June  2nd  and  10th  and 
Sept.  13th;  CARMARTHEN:  singles  at  Penclacwydd  over  May  16- 17th  and  June  4th: 
PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  8-9  passage  birds  between  May  8th  and  June  1 1th  but  only  one  in 
autumn,  at  Skokholm  on  Aug. 2nd:  CAERNARFON:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  May  8th  and 
31st  and  June  18th  and  at  Waun  Fawr  on  May  16th:  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  May 
17th;  DENBIGH:  a  male  singing  on  the  early  date  of  Apr.5th  at  Tv  Mawr  Res..  No  reports 
were  received  for  the  last  breeding  population  in  Wales,  in  GWENT. 

CUCKOO  Cuculiis  canorus  COG 

Little  systematic  information  received  for  this  common  summer  visitor  but,  in  BRECON,  16 
males  noted  on  820  ha  of  old  grassland  and  bog  with  a  high  Meadow  Pipit  population  in  the 
Llanwrtyd  area  in  May  and  June.  See  also  page  213. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLL  VAN  WEN 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  recorded  at  7  sites  in  the  breeding  season  and  5  more  in  winter;  3 
pairs  proved  to  breed,  2  having  young. 

1998:  The  results  of  a  breeding  survey  in  Wales  are  tabulated  below  by  county.  Of  98  nests 
recorded,  8  failed  and  90  produced  298  fledged  young,  an  overall  average  of  3.04.  Clutch 
size  in  3 1  nests  averaged  4.49. 

A  very  high  proportion  of  the  sites  visited  in  Powys  are  within  the  major  nestbox  study 
in  Montgomery.  In  such  schemes  a  high  percentage  of  occupied  sites  would  not  be  expected. 
Five  sites  were  visited  in  north  Breconshire  and  2  in  Radnor. 

Records  from  other  counties  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  no  breeding  reports  but  birds 
recorded  in  1 1  sites;  CARMARTHEN-:  birds  recorded  at  10  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  3. 
young  being  reared  in  2;  PEMBROKE:  recorded  in  24  localities  with  breeding  proved  in  4: 
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County 

Nest  site  visited 

Nest  occupied 

%  .S' 

Gwent 

52 

23 

44 

Ceredigion 

23 

16 

70 

Powys 

127 

34 

27 

Meirionnydd 

1 1 

5 

46 

Caernarfon 

13 

3 

23 

Anglesey 

52 

23 

44 

Notes:  A  nest  site  is  defined  as  one  which  has  supported  a  nest  at  least  once  in  the  last  1 5  years. 


BRECON:  outside  the  area  included  in  the  table  above  noted  in  7  localities  with  breeding 
proved  in  3;  DENBIGH:  noted  in  5  sites  but  records  from  2  related  to  dead  birds.  A  pair 
reared  4  young  between  Llangollen  and  Corwen. 


LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN FACH 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  bred  in  3  sites  and  noted  in  2  more  in  the  breeding  season. 

1998:  This  species  is  greatly  under-recorded  and  breeding  season  records  would  be 
welcome.  Such  as  we  have  are  listed:  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  confirmed  at  3  sites  and 
birds  present  in  at  least  19  more;  CARMARTHEN:  bred  in  one  site  and  seen  in  2  more 
outside  the  breeding  season;  PEMBROKE:  3  pairs  bred  at  Skomer  and  one  or  two  territories 
at  Ramsey,  although  breeding  not  proved.  Noted  in  4  mainland  sites;  BRECON:  recorded  in 
only  5  sites  and  at  least  3  traditional  sites  had  no  birds;  RADNOR:  seen  at  Glasbury  Farm 
on  July  7th;  MONTGOMERY:  single  pairs  noted  in  4  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  noted  in  3 
sites  in  the  autumn;  CAERNARFON:  3  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey  and  singles  noted  in  4 
mainland  sites  during  the  year;  ANGLESEY:  noted  in  4  sites,  summering  in  2;  DENBIGH: 
noted  in  8  sites. 
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LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus*  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

In  GWENT  single  birds  at  St.  Arvans  on  Jan. 6th  and  Skirrid  fach  from  9th  to  31st  and  a 
roost  found  in  a  hedge  at  Clytha  during  Jan.l  1 -Mar. 8th,  which  held  at  least  12  birds,  5  being 
ringed;  one  pair  reared  3  young  in  the  Mynydd  Ddu  area.  Elsewhere  the  only  breeding 
season  records  came  from  DENBIGH,  where  2  pairs  raised  4  young  in  Nercwys  Forest  and 
a  pair  was  present  at  Ruabon  Moor  into  April  but  no  sign  of  nesting  there.  The  only  other 
records  were  of  one  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec. 22nd  and  one  trapped  at 
Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  June  1 1th.  which  had  been  ringed  there  in  October  1997. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN GLUSTIOG 

Breeding  season  records  were:  PEMBROKE:  5  pairs  bred  at  Skomer.  fledging  5  young: 
BRECON:  one  pair  bred  on  Abergwesyn  Common:  MONTGOMERY:  a  pair  at  Lake 
Vymwy  RSPB;  MEIRIONNYDD:  birds  present  in  one  area;  DENBIGH:  a  bird  summering 
on  Ruabon  Moor,  without  any  evidence  of  breeding;  the  autumn  max.  roosting  at  Skomer 
was  8.  Otherwise  a  total  of  17  recorded  up  to  May  16th.  singles  on  Skokholm  PEMBROKE 
in  June  and  July  which  may  have  come  from  Skomer,  and  24  from  Sept.  19th  in 
GLAMORGAN  (4),  CARMARTHEN  (6),  PEMBROKE  (14,  some  of  which  were  perhaps 
from  Skomer),  BRECON  (3),  CAERNARFON  (11),  ANGLESEY  (2)  and  FLINT  (3). 
Approximate  monthly  totals  from  these  records  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

73652  11029  12  9 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europcieus  *  TROELL  WR  MA  WR 

1996:  In  MEIRIONNYDD  a  male  singing  at  Penrhynduedraeth  on  May  31st  and  3  on  June 
7th. 

1998:  Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed.  They  do  not  represent  a  complete  survey 
of  the  Welsh  population.  GLAMORGAN:  a  total  of  13  pairs/males  in  8  upland  forest  sites; 
CARMARTHEN:  2  males  at  Dolgafros  and  one  at  Rhvdcymerau;  PEMBROKE:  one  at 
Goodwick  on  May  23rd:  CEREDIGION:  1-2  pairs  noted  at  one  site;  BRECON:  6  males  in 
Crychan  Forest  and  one  at  Caehopkin/Y  Wem;  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy 
RSPB  and  5  males  in  Dyfnant  Forest;  2  were  seen  at  Cors  Dyfi  in  August;  CAERNARFON: 
a  female  in  Gwydyr  Forest  on  June  19th,  a  pair  at  Llyn  Bodgynydd  on  July  7th  and  a  bird  at 
Treborth  on  30th;  DENBIGH:  4  pairs  raised  8  young  in  Nercwys  Forest,  up  to  6  males  in 
Clocaenog  Forest  and  breeds  on  Fenn  Moss. 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

A  very  early  bird  at  Swansea  Docks  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb. 27th  and  a  late  bird  at 
Lavemock  Point  there  on  Nov.  10th.  Passage  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor 
were  low,  with  max.  in  spring/early  summer  of  300  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res,  GLAMORGAN 
on  June  27th  and  250  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  during  May.  In  autumn  max.  were 
400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  on  July  11th  and  200+  at  Llyn  Traffwll  ANGLESEY  in  early 
August.  See  also  page  00. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  A.  melba  *  GWENNOL  DDU’R  ALP  A  U 

One  at  Llanelli  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr. 26th. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops*  COPOG 

Very  few  records  as  follow's:  one  on  the  CARMARTHEN/CEREDIGION  border  from 
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Feb. 22nd  to  Mar. 6th  was  later  seen  at  Pencader  CARMARTHEN  over  Mar.l2-13th.  In 
PEMBROKE  singles  at  Caldey  from  Mar.9-1 1th.  Broad  Haven  on  Apr. 29th  and  Barafundle 
on  Sept. 24th. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  *  PENG  AM 

All  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  singles  at  Penrhyngwyn  from  Sept.l3-23rd  and 
Penclacwydd  on  20th  were  perhaps  the  same  bird;  PEMBROKE:  singles  at  Skokholm  from 
Aug.29-Sept.lst  and  on  Sept.  10th,  at  Skomer  on  Sept. 2nd,  6-8th  and  25-27th,  Goodwick  on 
14th  and  Martins  Haven  over  19-20th;  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Ynys-hir  over  Oct.  17-1 8th; 
CAERNARFON:  singles  at  Bardsey  from  Sept.  1 -5th  and  on  19th  and  Conwy  RSPB  from 
29th  to  Oct. 4th. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

The  Society  continued  to  gather  records  to  build  up  a  picture  of  present  distribution.  All 
records  would  be  most  welcome.  Those  for  1998  are  summarised  briefly  here  and  a  more 
detailed  report  will  be  published  in  the  future.  GLAMORGAN:  stated  to  be  ‘thriving’  in  E. 
Glamorgan,  where  there  were,  for  example,  9  pairs  in  143  ha  of  mixed  habitats  at 
Ystrad/Llwynynipia  and  8-10  in  the  Llyfni  valley;  breeding  was  proved  at  2  other  sites, 
suspected  or  pairs  seen  in  10  more  and  birds  were  present  in  a  further  2 1 .  In  Gower  breeding 
proved  in  9  sites  and  birds  present  in  15  more;  CARMARTHEN:  recorded  from  13  sites  in 
the  breeding  season  and  2  more  outside  that;  PEMBROKE:  a  sample  survey  of  50  tertrads 
spread  over  most  of  the  county  found  birds  present  in  34.  Distribution  was  largely 
unchanged  since  1984-88  in  the  limestone  grasslands  in  the  south  but  a  decline  elsewhere 
may  have  occurred;  CEREDIGION:  a  pair  bred  at  Llandewi  Brefi,  rearing  2  young  and 
singles  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  5  other  sites;  BRECON:  located  in  39  sites 
throughout  the  county,  with  confirmed  breeding  in  10.  As  in  1997  a  marked  preference  for 
areas  of  unimproved  grassland  and  common  noted;  MONTGOMERY:  breeding  proved  at 
one  site  and  probable  at  4  more;  CAERNARFON:  breeding  noted  in  3  sites  and  probable  in 
2  more  and  single  birds  seen  in  16  sites;  ANGLESEY:  noted  as  declining  rapidly  and 
mainly  found  in  the  SE,  where  bred  in  Glen  Woods  Llangoed  and  recorded  at  5  other  sites; 
DENBIGH:  noted  at  at  least  17  sites.  See  also  p.213. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  D.  minor*  CNOCELL  FFL4ITH  LEIAF 

1997:  In  CARMARTHEN  noted  in  14  sites  in  the  breeding  season,  with  pairs  known  in  3,  2 
rearing  young. 

1998:  This  rather  scarce  species  is  probably  under-recorded  and  all  records  received  are 
listed.  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  proved  only  at  Cwm  Clydach  (2  pairs)  but  recorded  from 
15  other  sites  during  the  year;  CARMARTHEN:  noted  in  1 1  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  5 
holding  pairs;  PEMBROKE:  reported  from  7  sites,  including  one,  Geliy,  with  3  pairs; 
BRECON:  noted  in  5  localities  in  the  Usk  valley  and  neighbouring  parts,  2  holding 
successful  breeding  pairs;  MONTGOMERY:  noted  at  4  sites  in  the  breeding  season; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  noted  in  3  sites;  CAERNARFON:  noted  in  5  sites,  with  breeding 
possible  in  one:  DENBIGH:  bred  by  Pen  y  Cae  Res.  and  noted  in  4  other  sites. 

WOODLARK  Lulliila  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Only  one  record  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Records  Panel:  single  at  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1 1th.  Unfortunately  3  other  records  were  not  submitted  to  the  Panel. 
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SKYLARK  Alauda  ai'vensis  EHEDYDD 

In  most  counties  maximum  counts  of  wintering  flocks  were  of  the  order  of  45  to  100  but 
larger  numbers  were  noted  at  Wemffrwd,  GLAMORGAN  (200  on  Jan.  30th)  and  at  Samau, 
CEREDIGION  (300  on  Jan.  7-9th).  See  page  213  for  systematic  breeding  counts  of  this 
species  at  selected  sites.  In  addition  there  are  valuable  data  from  BRECON  as  follows:  69 
pairs  on  820  ha  of  bog  and  grassland  in  the  north  of  the  county  (mean  density  8  pairs/km:), 
25  singing  males  on  1 1.5  Km2  of  Abergwesyn  Common  (mean  density  2.2  males,' Km2),  95 
pairs  on  9.5  Kmr  of  common  south  of  Mynydd  Eppynt  (10  pairs/Km;),  54  singing  males  on 
28  Km:  of  the  Black  Mountains  (1.9  males/km2),  19  singing  males  on  2.4  Km:  of  mixed 
farmland  in  the  south  east  of  the  county.  Similar  systematic  information  from  other  counties 
would  be  most  welcome. 

SHORE  LARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TR.4ETH 

1997:  2  at  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  19th 

1998:  In  PEMBROKE  3  on  the  Castle  Martin  ranges  from  Nov.  21st  until  March  1999.  In 
CAERNARFON  one  on  the  Great  Orme  on  Oct.  17th.  In  FLINT/DENBIGH  4  at  Mostvn 

j 

Dock  in  December  1997  until  Feb.  13th  were  probably  from  Point  of  Ayr,  there  were  5  at 
Gronant  on  Oct.  25th,  increasing  to  24  and  resident  until  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  coast 
between  Point  of  Ayr  and  Gronant,  favouring  the  latter.  The  outer  part  of  the  Dee  estuary 
remains  the  most  regular  locality  for  this  species  and  1998  was  a  very  good  year  there, 
although  numbers  did  not  approach  the  influx  of  1966/67  when  as  many  as  70  were 
estimated  in  the  Gronant  area  and  on  the  Dee  Training  Wall  at  Shotton. 

SAND  MARTIN  Rip  aria  riparia  G  WENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were  made 
as  follows:  GOWER:  338-343  pairs  compared  to  263-267  pairs  in  1997  (largest  numbers 
157-162  pairs  on  R.  Loughor  above  Pontardulais);  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  breeding 
confirmed  at  4  sites  (Junction  34/M4  6  pairs,  Miskin  18  pairs,  Forest  Farm  21  pairs  and 
Ystrad/Llwynypia  3  pairs);  CARMARTHEN:  101  nests  on  R.  Tywi  at  Rhandirmwyn; 
BRECON:  breeding  at  9  sites,  totalling  264  pairs  -  on  May  2nd  several  adults  were  found 
dead  under  a  low  sand  bank  along  the  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog,  predated  by  Mink  as  they  clung  to 
the  face  while  excavating  nest  burrows;  MONTGOMERY:  breeding  at  3  sites,  Dolydd 
Hafren  150  pairs,  Cwm  Llinau  20  pairs  and  Pwll  Penarth:  ANGLESEY:  up  to  10  pairs 
nested  at  Hen  Borth,  also  bred  near  Rhosneigr;  CAERNARFON:  small  colony  at  Port 
Neigwl. 

Spring  passage  max.  were  much  lower  than  in  1997  with  600  at  Llangorse  Lake 
BRECON  on  April  23rd,  200+  at  Valley  Lakes,  ANGLESEY  on  April  2nd.  150  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  April  10th  and  100  at  Trefeiddan.  PEMBROKE  on  March 
30th.  Likewise  autumn  passage  max.  were  down  compared  to  1997  with  600-700  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  20th  and  August  14th  and  a  peak  for  PEMBROKE  of 
only  40,  at  Skokholm  on  September  21st. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  At  a  study  farm  near  Llangollen  DENBIGH 
only  9  pairs  laid  as  against  17  in  1997,  13  in  1996  and  9  in  1995;  all  pairs  laid  second 
dutches  but  none  a  third:.  Probably  due  to  cold  April  weather  and  the  late  arrival  of  some 
birds,  laying  was  both  late  and  staggered;  by  May  1 8th  only  3  first  clutches  were  complete 
(with  5  eggs  each)  and  no  other  pair  had  begun  to  lay.  In  BRECON  three  observers 
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commented  on  the  poor  numbers  of  breeding  swallows  in  their  areas. 

Spring  arrival  was  noted  from  the  very  early  date  of  February  3rd  when  there  were  2  at 
Llangaffo  ANGLESEY.  Thereafter  peak  numbers  were  relatively  low  with  max.  of  600  at 
Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  May  1 1th,  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN 
on  April  23rd  and  300  at  Strumble  Elead,  PEMBROKE  on  May  8th.  In  autumn  there  was  a 
marked  and  substantial  passage  during  the  period  Sept.  19th-23rd,  coinciding  with  an  area 
of  stationary  high  pressure  over  the  British  Isles  and  associated  sunshine,  warm 
temperatures  and  light  east  to  south  east  winds.  Notable  counts  during  this  period  included: 
Sept.  19th,  2390+  passed  BlackpilL  GLAMORGAN  in  15  minutes;  Sept  20th,  4000 
Ramsey  PEMBROKE  (to  23rd)  and  3,500  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE;  Sept.  21st,  6000+ 
over  Clyne  Common  GLAMORGAN  in  3  hours;  Sept.  22nd,  2030+  flying  east  Mynydd 
Margam,  c.2700  flying  east  Taibach  and  10000  in  3  hours  at  Lavernock  Point,  all 
GLAMORGAN.  There  was  a  further  wave  of  passage  later  in  the  month  and  into  early 
October  with  “thousands”  at  the  Ogmore  estuary  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  27th,  3,000  on 
Skomer  PEMBROKE  the  same  day  and  2,000  on  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  7th.  The 
last  record  of  the  autumn  was  one  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  16th. 

Reedbeds  are  favoured  roost  sites  for  passage  birds  and  there  was  a  roost  of  3000-5000 
at  Slebech  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  10th. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  Hirundo  daurica  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

One  at  Bosherston  Pools  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  15th-24th  constitutes  the  earliest  British 
record,  it  arrived  in  the  middle  of  an  unseasonally  warm  spell  with  strong  southerly  winds. 
The  record  was  accepted  by  the  BBRC  for  the  period  Feb  20th-23rd. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Deli  chon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  The  largest  spring  gathering  was  200  at  Conwy  RSPB  on 
May  10th.  Peak  counts  in  autumn  were  higher  than  usual  with  80  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE 
on  Sept  21st,  150  at  Lavernock  Point  GLAMORGAN  and  c.300  over  Mynydd  Margam 
GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  22nd,  200  at  St.  Gwynno  Forest,  200  at  Nash  Point  and  up  to  5000 
at  Lavernock  Point  all  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  27th.  In  addition  there  was  a  large  post¬ 
breeding  flock  reported  from  Cathedine  BRECON  Sept  21st-24th. 

TREE  PIPIT  Anthus  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  In  BRECON  counts  of  singing  males  or  pairs  included  5 
on  442  ha  of  bog  and  4  on  139  ha  of  common  in  the  north  of  the  county. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  Anthus pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA UN 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  In  addition  surveys  in  BRECON  recorded  247  singing 
males  or  pairs  on  829  ha  of  bog  and  grassland  (mainly  on  old  pasture)  and  common  in  the 
north  of  the  county  (density  of  30  pairs/km2)  and  130  on  9.5  km2  of  common  south  of 
Mynydd  Eppynt  (13.6  pairs/km2).  Main  dispersal  took  place  in  September  with  maxima  of 
300  at  Nash  Point  GLAMORGAN  on  the  25th  and  400  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  the 
16th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  Anthus  petvosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GR.4IG 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213. 

Birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  race  littovalis  were  as  follows. 

1996:  One  in  summer  plumage.  Red  Wharf  Bay  ANGLESEY  on  April  23rd. 
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1998:  One,  Stackpole  PEMBROKE  on  April  14th,  2  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  March 
30th. 

WATER  PIPIT  Anthus  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y DWR 

1996:  One,  Cefni  Estuary  ANGLESEY  Jan. 29th  and  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  Dec 
6th- 15th. 

1997:  2,  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuary  MEIRIONNYDD  at  each  end  of  the  year. 

1998:  GWENT:  single  at  Abergavenny  Castle  Meadows  on  Jan.  2nd,  Gobion  on  Feb.  8th. 
and  Peterstone  Wentlooge  on  Feb.  28th  and  on  Dec.  31st.  PEMBROKE:  One,  Ramsey 
April  12th.  CEREDIGION:  up  to  3  at  Aberleri,  Jan.  1st  -  Mar.  16th  and  Nov.  14th  to  year 
end,  one  Ynys-las  April  4th,  2  Ynys  hir  on  Oct.  28th  and  singles  near  Aberystwyth  Nov 
29th,  Dyfi  estuary  Dec.  13th  and  Clarach  Dec.  25th.  BRECON:  One,  Glasbury  Jan  31st. 
CAERNARFON:  Singles  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Oct.  20th,  Nov.  6th  and  1 1th  and  Dec.  12th 
and  31st. 

RICHARD'S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

1996:  One  at  Llanfairfechan  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  27th  which  increases  the  Welsh  total 
to  6  for  that  year.  There  was  only  one  accepted  record  in  1997  and  none  in  1998. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  records  received  were:  BRECON:  8  breeding  pairs  or  males  were  found  in  their 
usual  grassland  haunts  between  Ffordd-fawr  and  Dderw  Pool,  but  more,  12,  were  found  in 
fields  of  potatoes  or  barley  in  farmland  away  from  the  valley  of  the  river  Wye.  Away  from 
those  areas  3  pairs  were  found  in  the  Manest  Court/Llangorse  Sailing  Club  meadow  area 
and  2  pairs  were  located  along  the  Usk  near  Scethrog;  RADNOR:  4  pairs  at  Glasbury  on 
May  9th  and  12  birds  including  7  juveniles  there  on  Aug  13th;  MONTGOMERY:  at  least  3 
pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren. 

Single  males  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  race  flava  were  noted  at  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  28th,  Apr.  30th,  May  30th  and  Sept.  27th-28th. 

BLACK-HEADED  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  feldegg  SIGLEN  FELEN 

A  male  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  May  8th-9th  was  the  2nd  Welsh  record;  a 
recent  BBRC  review  has  rejected  the  record  of  a  male  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May 
8th  1976. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  alba  SIGLEN  F FAITH 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  Significant  roosts  of  100  or  more  were  noted  as  follows: 
100  at  Queen  St.  Cardiff  on  Feb.  14th,  300  at  Cardiff  City  Centre  on  Dec.  1st  and  up  to  100  at 
Heath  Hospital  Cardiff  on  Oct.  7th,  Nov. 8th  and  Dec. 24th,  all  GLAMORGAN;  an 
exceptional  roost  of  1000  was  recorded  at  the  Gulf  Refinery  PEMBROKE,  in  the  warm 
pipes  area  on  May  18th. 

The  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  alba  (White  Wagtail)  was  less 
marked  than  usual  with  max.  of  only  25  in  spring,  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on 
Apr.  21st-22nd  and  40  in  autumn  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  in  August. 

WAXWING  B omby cilia  garv ulus*  CYNFFON SIDAN 

1996:  CAERNARFON,  10  at  Asda  car  park  Llandudno  on  Feb.  26th  and  one  at  Llanrhos  on 
same  day. 
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1998:  GLAMORGAN,  4  in  Victoria  Park,  Canton,  Cardiff  on  Jan.  24th;  CAERNARFON, 
one  at  Nantmor  on  Dec.  2nd;  FLINT,  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Dec.  6th-7th. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  nibecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

In  CAERNARFON  a  completely  white  specimen  at  Llanberis  was  present  for  several 
months  from  at  least  August  into  1999  and  attracted  much  media  interest.  See  also  page  213. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicians  ochruros  TINGOCH  DU 

C.9  were  apparently  wintering  in  the  early  months  in  GLAMORGAN  (4),  CARMARTHEN 
( 1 ),  PEMBROKE  (3)  and  CAERNARFON  ( 1 ).  A  small  spring  passage  was  noted  between 
Mar.  4th  and  May  17th  involving  only  about  13  birds,  with  just  one  record  in  June  (a  male 
at  Machen,  GLAMORGAN  on  June  22nd).  Otherwise  a  small  autumn  passage  involved 
c.30  birds  and  about  13  birds  were  present  in  December.  A  very  poor  year  for  this  species. 

REDSTART  Phoenicians  Phoenicians  TINGOCH 

For  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  see  page  213.  Information  on  breeding 
densities  is  sparse  so  a  count  of  23  singing  males  at  a  sample  plot  of  45  ha  on  Gwenffrwd 
RSPB  CARMARTHEN  in  1997  is  of  interest. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  A  study  of  3  upland  sites  in  GWENT  involved  85  pairs 
which  fledged  352  young.  With  1997  results  given  in  brackets  there  were:  Blorenge,  35 
pairs  fledged  135  young  (19  pairs,  64  young),  Mynydd  Gam  -  Clochdy,  29  pairs  fledged 
134  young  (21  pairs,  1 10  young)  and  Mynydd-y-Gam-Fawr,  21  pairs  fledged  83  young  (4 
pairs,  20  young).  In  addition  to  374  pulli  24  adults  were  ringed  of  which  8  were  re-trapped 
and  site  faithful  to  the  study  area.  BRECON:  In  the  north  of  the  county  there  were  70  pairs 
in  442  ha  of  bog  and  17  pairs  on  139  ha  of  common,  with  a  density  of  15  pairs/km2  and  a 
slight  decline  of  8  pairs  (12.5%)  on  the  sites  counted. 

STONECHAT  Saxicola  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  000.  Additional  information  is  rather  fragmentary  but  is 
summarised  in  full  as  there  are  strong  indications  of  an  increase  in  breeding  numbers. 
GWENT:  at  4  upland  sites  15  pairs  nested  and  fledged  86  young  (10  pairs  in  1997); 
GLAMORGAN:  on  the  Gower  bred  at  16  sites  and  probably  bred  at  7  more,  there  were  20 
pairs  along  c.8km  of  cliff  top,  Caswell-Little  Tor;  in  the  remainder  of  the  county  numbers 
were  at  an  all  time  high  at  Ystrad/Llwynpia  with  7  pairs  (5  in  1997),  6-8  pairs  bred  in  the 
Llyfni  valley  and  breeding  also  occurred  at  9  other  sites  and  males  at  two  others; 
PEMBROKE  in  addition  to  Ramsey  and  Dowrog  Common  there  were  6  pairs  at  Esso 
refinery;  BRECON:  In  the  north  of  the  county  5  pairs  were  found  on  442  ha  of  bog  and  one 
pair  on  139  ha  of  common  land;  there  were  records  of  7  further  pairs  MONTGOMERY:  3- 
4  breeding  pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi  and  at  least  4  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy.  MEIRIONNYDD: 
breeding  pairs  near  Ffestiniog  and  Dysynni  valley;  CAERNARFON:  In  addition  to 
Bardsey  also  bred  at  Rowen,  Morfa  Bychan,  Black  Rock  Sands,  Great  Orme  and  Talysam; 
ANGLESEY:  22-25  pairs  bred  at  South  Stack  and  7  pairs  at  Cemlyn;  DENBIGH:  6 
breeding  pairs  on  Ruabon  Moor  and  6  at  Horseshoe  Pass,  Llangollen. 

WHEATE AR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  000.  Earliest  record  was  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Feb. 
25th.  On  Bafdsey  CAERNARFON  spring  passage  was  very  brief  but  the  largest  ever 
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recorded  with  a  peak  of  561  on  Mar.  30th,  58  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  race 
leuchorhoa.  On  ANGLESEY  there  was  a  peak  of  150  at  Cemlyn  on  Mar.  29th  with  at  least 
20  at  Penmon  on  the  same  date.  The  latest  record  of  the  year  was  at  Port  Talbot  Harbour 
GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  1st. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y MYNYDD 

A  survey  of  this  species  in  the  Rhinog  Mountains  MEIRIONNYDD  was  undertaken  as  a 
comparison  with  a  study  carried  out  in  the  years  1966-75,  using  the  same  criteria  for  site 
occupation.  Of  27  sites  that  were  occupied  in  the  earlier  survey  only  12  (44%)  were 
occupied  in  1998.  The  56%  decline  was  difficult  to  attribute  to  any  one  cause  as  most  of  the 
sites  visited  appeared  to  continue  to  have  suitable  habitat  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sites  in 
the  north  where  there  had  been  a  complete  loss  of  heather. 

Elsewhere  breeding  information  was  rather  patchy,  consisting  of  the  following: 
CARMARTHEN;  only  2  records,  at  Cynghordy  on  Mar.  16th  and  Apr.  10th  (male  singing); 
BRECON:  9  males  or  pairs  were  noted  at  7  sites  and  breeding  proved  at  two  of  these; 
MONTGOMERY:  4  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy;  CAERNARFON:  Pair  reared  3  young  at  Pen  yr 
Ole  Wen,  2  pairs  nested  in  Cwmystradllyn  quarry  and  2  in  Nant  Peris,  4  calling  males  on 
Mynydd  Mawr  and  on  Tryfan  on  July  28th,  birds  also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Fron,  Penmaenmawr,  Cwm  Pennant  and  above  Ro  wen;  DENBIGH:  only  one  pair  proved 
to  have  bred  in  Horseshoe  Pass/Ruabon  Mountain  area.  In  addition,  in  1995  there  were  6 
territories  established  in  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  area  MEIRIONNYDD. 

FIELDFARE  Turdus  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

In  general  relatively  scarce  in  the  first  winter  period  and  the  only  flocks  numbering  more 
than  300  were  in  GLAMORGAN,  1500+  at  the  Ogmore  estuary  on  Jan.  10th  and  300+  at 
Merthyr  Mawr  on  Jan.  25th.  The  second  winter  period  was  much  more  productive  with  a 
pronounced  passage  between  Nov.  4th- 1 5th  when  the  following  flocks  were  noted: 
GLAMORGAN:  320+  over  Tai  bach  on  Nov.  4th,  300  near  Lisvane  on  Nov.  1 1th,  400+  at 
Kenfig  NNR  on  Nov  1 1th,  450+  over  Waunarllwydd  on  Nov.  14th  and  300+  at  Llangenith 
Burrows  on  Nov.  15th;  CARMARTHEN:  600  at  Cynghordy  on  Nov.  10th; 
CEREDIGION:  500+  at  Cors  Caron  on  Nov.  6th;  BRECON:  1500  across  Mynydd  Eppynt 
on  Nov.  7th  and  400+  on  Mynydd  Aberyscir  on  Nov.  15th;  DENBIGH:  major  passage 
noted  between  Nov.  6th-8th  including  a  flock  of  more  than  1000  moving  along  a  broad  front 
just  east  of  Ruabon  Mountain.  Most  birds  passed  through  Wales^quickly  and  the  highest 
number  recorded  following  the  November  passage  was  250  near  Tirabad  BRECON  on  Dec. 
23rd. 

REDWING  Turdus  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

Relatively  scarce  compared  with  1996  and  1997  and  the  only  counts  in  excess  of  300  were 
as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  over  Taibach  c.1450  on  Oct.  26th,  c.2100  on  Nov.  4th  and 
c.1600  on  Nov.  1 1th,  at  Aberthaw  a  peak  of  1000+  on  Nov.  14th;  BRECON:  near  Cradoc 
300  flying  to  roost  on  Nov.  8th;  CAERNARFON:  at  Braich  y  Pwll  300+  flying  at  first 
light,  Nov.  7th. 

CETTES  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

L997:  CARMARTHEN:  at  least  16  singing  males  at  5  sites. 

1998:  All  records  were:  GWENT:  At  Uskmouth  up  to  3,  Feb.  22nd  until  at  least  June 
14th,  at  least  2  birds  singing  Aug  -  Dec,  female  trapped  on  Aug.  28th;  at  Alphasteel  up  to  3 
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birds  singing  in  May,  also  single  birds  in  song  at  Ringland  Way,  Newport  on  Mar.  21st  and 
at  British  Steel  Llanwern  on  May  30th;  GLAMORGAN:  At  Kenfig  NNR  one  on  Oct.  1st, 
2  on  Dec.  13th  with  at  least  one  remaining  into  1999;  bred  Red  Jacket  Pill  and  present 
Oxwich  (max.  5  in  West  Marsh  Mar.  22nd  and  5  in  East  Marsh,  Apr.  25th),  Pant  y  Sais 
(max.  3)  and  Crymlyn  Bog  (max.  2)  CARMARTHEN:  at  least  14  singing  males  at  8  sites. 
PEMBROKE:  one,  possibly  2,  Freshwater  East  Apr.  25th  and  singles  on  Ramsey  May  17th 
and  Angle  Bay  Nov.  15th.  On  Teifi  Marshes  reserve  (part  CEREDIGION)  up  to  6  males 
Jan-Feb  but  only  2  April-May,  possibly  as  many  as  4  female  territories;  BRECON:  at 
Llangorse  one  seen  Jan.  10th  and  one  singing  on  Aug.  16th;  ANGLESEY:  2  singing  on 
many  dates  at  Valley  Lakes. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

The  number  of  records  suggest  that  this  species  is  increasing  in  Wales  and  there  were  some 
good  concentrations  of  territorial  birds  noted.  The  following  aggregations  of  5  or  more 
were  recorded:  CEREDIGION:  20  territories  in  a  survey  of  part  of  Cors  Caron  NNR; 
BRECON:  12-14  territories  found  on  442  ha  of  bog  in  the  north  of  the  county  (3.5 
pairs/km2).  ANGLESEY:  8  ‘reeling’  birds  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  NNR  on  June  29th,  and  at 
least  5  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  at  Penrhos;  DENBIGH:  at  Ruabon  Mountain  ‘reeling’  birds  heard 
at  12+  sites.  See  also  table  at  page  214. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalns  schoenobaenus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

Systematic  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  included  GLAMORGAN:  30+ 
males  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  CARMARTHEN:  24  males  at  Penclacwydd  and  16  males  at 
Ffrwd  Fen.  CEREDIGION:  74  territories  in  a  survey  of  part  of  Cors  Caron  NNR,  23 
territories  at  Ynys-hir.  BRECON:  10  territories  located  in  442  ha  of  bog  at  Bronffynon  and 
2  on  100  ha  at  Waun  Rydd.  MONTGOMERY:  12  territories  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
ANGLESEY:  11  pairs  at  Cemlyn  and  8  territories  on  Afon  Cefni  from  the  A5  to  Llyn 
Cefni.  On  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  it  was  the  poorest  passage  ever  recorded  there,  with 
max.  of  only  20  in  spring  and  5  in  autumn.  See  also  table  on  page  214. 

REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalns  scirpaceus  TELOR  YR  CYRS 

In  addition  to  the  usual  sites  there  were  up  to  8  territories  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
MONTGOMERY,  the  first  record  for  the  reserve. 

GREAT  REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  TELOR  MAWR  Y CORS 

One,  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  May  21st.  This  was  the  first  record  from  Skomer  and  the 
8th  for  Wales. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  TELOR  A  UR 

One,  at  Skerries  ANGLESEY  on  June  1st.  This  constitutes  the  first  record  for  Anglesey. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  Hippolais polyglotta  TELOR  PER 

In  GLAMORGAN  one  on  Oct.  26th  (site  withheld).  In  PEMBROKE  one  at  Strumble  Head 
on  Oct.  4th-5th  and  in  CAERNARFON  one  trapped  on  Bardsey  on  May  24th  and  one  at 
Port  Meudwy  on  Sept.  21st-22nd. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  HARTFORD 

An  historic  moment  with  the  first  recorded  breeding  of  this  species  in  Wales,  reflecting  the 
increase  and  spread  of  the  English  breeding  population  since  the  mid  1980s.  The  site  and 
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county  are  withheld  but  are  in  south  Wales  where  a  pair  successfully  fledged  two  broods, 
although  a  third  brood  failed. 

There  was  one  additional  record  away  from  the  breeding  area:  one  at  Nash  Point 
GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  27th. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

Male  trapped  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  24th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  Sylvia  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

At  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  one  found  dead  at  the  lighthouse  on  Sept.  18th  and  a  live  bird 
was  seen  there  on  the  following  day. 

WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  communis  LLWYDFRON 

See  counts  of  breeding  birds  on  page  213.  On  GOWER  it  was  noted  that  this  species  is 
becoming  more  widely  distributed,  most  numerous  in  coastal  areas  eg  10  singing  males 
along  1.2  km  stretch  of  coastline  near  Pennard  on  May  19th. 

As  with  Sedge  Warbler  passage  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  was  described  as  “incredibly 
poor”  with  spring  max.  of  only  1 1  on  May  1 1th  and  autumn  max.  of  only  6  on  Sept.  2nd. 

GARDEN  WARBLER  Sylvia  borin  TELOR  YR  ARRD 

An  extremely  late  record  of  one  at  Porth  Clais  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  15th. 

BLACKCAP  Sylvia  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

The  usual  pattern  of  wintering  records  with  28  noted  in  January  and  February  and  45  in 
November  and  December,  although  not  all  November  birds  were  necessarily  wintering. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

1997:  One  at  Aberdaron  CAERNARFON  on  October  1 1th  and  19th. 

1998:  Singles  at  Nantffyllon-Maesteg  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  3rd,  Strumble  Head  on  Oct. 
22nd  and  Porth  Clais  on  Nov.  lst-6th  PEMBROKE,  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  18th 
and  Soldiers  Point  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  31st. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus  collybita  SIFF  SAFF 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  213.  Wintering  birds  were  recorded  as 
follows:  GLAMORGAN:  at  5  localities  in  the  first  winter  period  (max.  7  at  Kenfig  NNR) 
and  7  localities  in  second  winter  period  (max.  8  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  Nov.  20th).  Birds 
showing  the  characteristics  of  one  of  the  eastern  races  were  present  at  Roath  -  Cardiff  on 
Dec.  9th  and  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  various  dates  in  November/December.  CARMARTHEN: 
at  Kidwelly  Quay  4  on  Jan.  24th  and  6  on  Dec.  22nd.  PEMBROKE:  January  records  from 
4  sites  and  November/December  records  from  9  sites  with  max  of  10  at  St.  Ishmaels. 
Singles  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  race  abietinus  at  Porth  Clais  on  Nov.  8th  and 
tristis  at  Skokholm  on  Nov.  23rd  and  Porth  Clais  on  Dec.  1st.  CEREDIGION:  2  reported  in 
first  winter  period  and  5  in  the  second.  BRECON:  2  January  records  and  2  December 
records.  CAERNARFON:  2  in  first  winter  period  and  12  in  November  including  one 
showing  the  characteristics  of  one  of  the  eastern  races  at  Bwlchtocyn.  ANGLESEY:  one  at 
Cemaes  Bay  on  Jan.  27th.  FLINT:  one  at  Alyn  Waters  Country  Park  on  Dec.  10th. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HEL  YG 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  213.  At  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  there  was  a 
very  poor  spring  passage  with  max.  of  130  on  April  20th;  birds  showing  the  features  of  the 
northern  race  acredula  were  trapped  there  on  May  1 0th  and  May  22nd. 
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GOLDCREST  Regulus  regulus  DR  YW  EURBEN 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  Spring  migration  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON 
was  quite  exceptional:  first  migrants  of  the  year  were  noted  on  Feb.  25th,  then,  small 
numbers  through  to  mid  March  with  a  constant  turnover  of  birds  coming  to  a  climax  on 
Mar.  29th  when  over  2150  were  counted  in  the  plantation;  just  1000  were  left  on  the  30th 
and  only  25  there  on  the  next  day.  These  were  dramatic  numbers,  the  more  so  since  passage 
is  usually  more  marked  on  the  Welsh  islands  in  autumn.  In  contrast  the  Bardsey  autumn 
peak  in  1998  was  a  disappointing  70  on  Sept.  17th  and  elsewhere  the  max.  was  150+  on 
Ramsey  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  15th. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

Recorded  in  GLAMORGAN,  CARMARTHEN,  PEMBROKE,  CAERNARFON, 
ANGLESEY  and  DENBIGH,  the  latest  date  in  spring  was  one  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on 
May  20th  and  the  earliest  in  autumn  was  one  at  Penrhyngwyn  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept. 
14th;  there  were  no  sightings  from  June  to  August.  Most  records  refer  to  single  birds  with  a 
max.  of  6,  possibly  8,  at  Kenfig  NNR  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  4th,  3  remaining  into  1999. 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

One  on  the  Skerries  ANGLESEY  on  June  1st  was  the  only  record. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

1998  was  in  general,  a  very  poor  breeding  season  for  this  species  thanks  to  unusally  cold 
and  wet  weather  during  the  crucial  period.  The  following  results  were  obtained  from  nest 
box  schemes:  GLAMORGAN:  at  Cwm  Clydach  there  were  1 14  pairs  in  nest  boxes,  only 
3.3  young  fledged/box,  the  worst  breeding  season  since  the  study  began  there  in  1986;  at 
Coed  y  Bedw  8  pairs  fledged  25  young  (3.1/nest).  CARMARTHEN:  at  Gelli  Aur  10  pairs 
fledged  19  young  (1.9/nest),  at  Whitland  19  pairs  fledged  49  young  (2.6/nest)  and  at  the 
Gwenffrwd  218  pairs  fledged  911  young  (4.2/nest).  CEREDIGION:  at  Ynys-hir  69  pairs 
fledged  134  young  (1.9/nest);  of  the  69,  25  pairs  deserted  at  egg  stage,  8  at  juvenile  stage,  8 
were  predated  by  weasel  and  3  females  found  dead  in  boxes;  DENBIGH:  the  study  block 
at  Llangollen  had  only  38%  occupancy  (compared  with  47%,  50%  and  58%  in  1997,  1996 
and  1995  respectively)  but  in  contrast  to  other  areas  5.8  young  fledged/box,  presumably 
reflecting  the  fact  that  the  Llangollen  area  escaped  the  worst  of  the  June  downpours. 

WILLOW  TIT  Parus  montanus  TITW'R  HELYG 

This  species  remains  a  thinly  distributed  resident  and  it  is  therefore  worth  summarising  the, 
admittedly  incomplete,  breeding  season  information  received:  GLAMORGAN:  only 
proved  breeding  at  Peace  Park  but  also  present  in  spring  at  Aberaman,  Cwmbach,  Llwyn 
Hir-Rudry,  Parc  Slip,  Pyle  and  Killay.  CARMARTHEN:  at  least  4  singing  males  near 
Rhydcymerau.  PEMBROKE:  reported  in  breeding  season  from  1 1  sites,  with  an  editorial 
comment  “have  they  really  become  this  sparse?”  BRECON:  family  parties  noted  at  Battle 
Hill,  Pentrebach,  Wern  Iago,  Glasfynydd  Forest  and  near  Llanfihangel  Nant  Bran. 
MERIONETH:  3  at  Arthog  Bog  on  Apr.  26th  and  2  there  on  Aug.  23rd.  ANGLESEY:  one 
singing  at  Penrhos  Llugwy  on  Apr.  13th.  DENBIGH:  Pair  at  Erddig  Park  on  Apr.  22nd  and 
present  Ruabon  Moor  plantation  on  Apr.  28th. 

TREE  CREEPER  Certhia  familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

An  island  record  of  one  from  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  March  22nd  was  unusual,  although 
not  unique  as  there  has  been  a  record  as  far  offshore  as  Grassholm.  See  also  p.213. 
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ISABELLINE  SHRIKE  Lanins  isabellinus  CIGYDD  GWDW 

A  female,  age  and  race  still  to  be  decided  if  possible,  at  Cemlyn  ANGLESEY  July  2nd  to 
Aug.  16th.  This  was  the  4th  Welsh  record.  The  bird  was  first  reported  on  June  24th  but  the 
first  date  in  the  submission  to  the  British  Bird  Rarities  Committee  was  Julv  2nd. 

j 

LESSER  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanins  minor  CIGYDD  GLAS 

One  at  Lower  Camhedryn.  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  22nd.  This  was  the  9th  Welsh  record. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanins  excnbitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

All  records  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  one  at  Mynydd  Bach  near  Bryn  on  Dec.  4th  and 
nearby  on  Dec.  13th:  CARMARTHEN:  one  Rhydcymerau  on  Apr.  7th,  one  Rhvdcymerau 
on  Nov.  14th  and  one  Cilycwm  on  Dec.  17th.  PEMBROKE:  one,  Slebech  Park,  about  Dec. 
12th;  CEREDIGION:  one  Cwm  Berwyn,  Apr.  16th  and  one,  Cors  Fochno  on  Oct.  11th 
remained  throughout  the  winter;  BRECON:  near  Usk  Reservoir,  one  on  Oct.  23rd.  2  early 
November,  one  on  Nov.  7th  also  seen  in  Carmarthen  and  one  at  Crychan  Forest  on  Nov.  5th 
and  one  at  Lower  Neuadd  Res.  on  Dec.  16th;  MONTGOMERY:  one  at  Lake  Vymwy 
through  November.  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Coed  y  Brenin,  Nov  30th  .  CAERNARFON: 
one  between  Felinheli  and  Griffiths  Crossing  on  Dec.  18th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lanins  senator  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

1994:  male  at  Llangranog  CEREDIGION  on  April  30th 
1998:  male  trapped  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May  1 1th. 

NUTCRACKER  Nncifiraga  caryocatactes  MALWRCNAU 

1968:  One  at  Beddgelert  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  27th  brings  the  Welsh  total  to  9  records. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

The  Welsh  breeding  population  has  assumed  even  greater  significance  in  recent  years  as  the 
overall  UK  population  has  declined  substantially,  with  only  2  pairs  in  Northern  Ireland  and 
56  pairs  in  Scotland,  where  numbers  have  declined  by  48%  in  12  years.  Fortunately  the 
Welsh  population  appears  to  be  stable,  and  on  the  Isle  of  Man  88  pairs  in  1998  was  the 
highest  total  this  century.  In  Wales  considerable  efforts  are  going  into  the  well-being  of  this 
species,  notably  through  the  work  of  local  groups  producing  Chough  conservation 
strategies,  provision  of  nestboxes  where  suitable  natural  nest  sites  are  not  available,  through 
research  by  colour  ringing  to  understand  movements  and  population  dynamics,  winter  roost 
counts  and  research  by  RSPB  staff  to  determine  Chough  habitat  preferences.  The  work  of 
Tony  Cross,  Adriene  Stratford  and  Bob  Haycock  has  resulted  in  colour  ringing  over  40 
adults  and  1000  pulli  since  1985.  Sightings  of  colour  rings  are  beginning  to  show  high 
mobility  amongst  young  birds,  eg  young  from  south  CEREDIGION  joining  the  roost  at 
Craig  yr  Aderyn  MEIRIONNYDD,  young  from  the  Llyn  CAERNARFON  and  ANGLESEY 
joining  a  roost  at  Llanberis  CAERNARFON  and  young  from  PEMBROKE  colonising 
GOWER.  Such  information  is  vital  in  addressing  the  critical  question  of  winter  survival  of 
young  birds. 

The  information  which  follows  has  been  supplied  by  I.  D.  Bullock,  A.  V.  Cross,  J. 
Harrop,  M.  Humphreys,  A.  Moralee,  Pembroke  Chough  Study  Group,  J.  L.  Roberts,  R.  I. 
Thorpe,  A.  Stratford  and  G.  A.  Williams.  Annual  figures  are  for  numbers  of  pairs. 

GLAMORGAN  1963  1982  1992  1995  1996  1997  1998 

0  0  1  0  0  12 
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Extinct  in  Glamorgan  since  1895,  a  pair  returned  to  GOWER  in  1990  and  bred  from  1991- 
1994,  when  the  adults  were  shot.  Although  birds  were  present,  they  did  not  breed  again  until 
1998,  when  they  were  unsuccessful. 

PEMBROKE  1963  1982  1992  1995  1996  1997  1998 

47-50  49-54  53-58  43-52  42-52  45-50  42-45 

The  population  has  declined  slightly  since  the  peak  in  1992.  Perhaps  in  part  the  result  of 
reduced  observation  since  the  national  survey  of  1992,  there  has  been  a  definite  decline  in 
the  numbers  of  pairs/occupied  sites  in  north  and  mid  PEMBROKE  (J.  Hodges  pers.comm). 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  numbers  breeding  in  south  PEMBROKE  in  1999  (R.  Haycock). 


CEREDIGION 

1963 

1982 

1992 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

inland 

5 

4 

2 

2 

female 

1 

1 

coastal 

9 

14 

12 

12 

13 

13 

13 

MONTGOMERY 

> 

J 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

A  decline  in  the  breeding 

population  in  Montgomery  since  1992. 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1963 

1982 

1992 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

7 

12 

8-9 

17 

15-16 

13-15 

15 

The  increase  in  the  figures  is  probably  due  partly  to  better  coverage.  Distribution  has 
changed,  with  the  isolated  sites  in  south  MEIRIONNYDD  being  abandoned,  following  the 
trend  shown  in  south  CEREDIGION  and  MONTGOMERY,  but  compensated  by  increases 
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on  the  coastal  fringe.  There  are  also  signs  that  the  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  population  in  the  north 
of  the  county  is  starting  to  decline,  with  counts  of  9  in  1995,  8-9  in  1996,  7-8  in  1997  and  7 
in  1998. 


CAERNARFON 

1963 

1982 

1992 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

Llyn 

24 

28 

38-45 

31-41 

43-47 

44-48 

42-43 

inland 

18 

23 

19-21 

23-26 

21-25 

22-28 

25-28 

A  complex  picture  due  to  improved  coverage  in  recent  years.  The  inland  populations  is  felt 
to  be  still  stable  but  there  are  signs  that  the  coastal  Llyn  population  is  starting  to  decline, 
based  on  evidence  from  Bardsey  and  Aberdaron. 

ANGLESEY  1963  1982  1992  1995  1996  1997  1998 

2  8  13-16  26  26  29  32 

DENBIGH  1  1  10  0  0  0 

Although  the  Denbigh  site  has  not  been  occupied  since  1992,  small  groups  of  birds  are  still 
seen  occasionally  flying  over  the  area. 

WALES 

Overall  numbers  of  Choughs  in  Wales  since  1992  appear  remarkably  stable,  the  declines  in 
inland  populations  being  countered  by  increases  on  the  coast.  The  table  below  gives  overall 
numbers  for  Wales  and  the  maximum  number  of  occupied  sites  by  vice-county. 


1963 

1982 

1992 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

WALES 

113-118 

139-144 

151-177 

156-178 

162-181 

170-187 

173-180 

Glamorgan 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Pembroke 

50 

54 

58 

52 

52 

50 

45 

Ceredigion  inland 

5 

4 

2 

2 

female 

1 

1 

coastal 

9 

14 

12 

12 

13 

13 

13 

Montgomery 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Meirionnydd 

7 

12 

9 

17 

16 

15 

15 

Caernarfon  inland 

18 

23 

21 

26 

25 

28 

28 

Llyn 

24 

28 

45 

41 

47 

48 

43 

Anglesey 

2 

8 

16 

26 

26 

29 

32 

Denbigh 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CARRION  CROW  Corvits  corone 

BRAN  DYDDYN 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see 

page  213. 

Hooded  Crows  were 

recorded 

as  follows: 

PEMBROKE:  on  Ramsey  singles  on  Mar.  22nd-27th,  Apr.  6th,  and  July  3rd  with  up  to  3  on 
5  dates  in  May.  CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey  one  showing  characteristics  of  this  race  on 
Mar.  14th- 15th  and  Apr.  27th  whilst  a  bird  showing  intermediate  features  of  both  races  was 
seen  on  Apr.  2nd;  at  Dinas  Dinlle  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  at  Foryd  Bay  singles  on  April  10th 
and  Sept.  23rd.  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Cemlyn  on  Dec.  2nd,  one  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  2nd, 
hybrid  at  Penrhos  on  Apr.  16th;  DENBIGH:  one  at  Llangollen  present  until  at  least 
November;  FLINT:  one.  Point  of  Ayr  Apr.  13th.  See  also  note  page  228. 

RAVEN  Coi'vus  corax  C IGF  RAN 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  213.  Other  information  came  from  E. 
GLAMORGAN  where  breeding  was  proved  at  17  sites  and  BRECON  where  successful 
breeding  was  recorded  at  19  sites.  In  the  Ruabon  Moor/Berwyn  fringe  study  area 
DENBIGH  ( Welsh  Birds ,  Vol.  2  No.  3  1999),  2  new  nesting  territories  were  located  and. 
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unlike  in  1997,  all  known  pairs  present  in  the  area  laid  eggs;  the  mean  fledged  brood  per 
pair  averaged  2.2  from  1 1  nests. 

On  ANGLESEY  the  major  roost  at  Newborough  Forest  numbered  1600  on  Jan.  14th, 
1 100  on  Feb.  14th,  650  on  Mar.  22nd,  750  on  Oct.  25th  and  1323  on  Dec.  16th.  There  was 
also  a  roost  of  61  birds  in  the  forest  above  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Dee.  3rd.  Elsewhere  the 
largest  flock  reported  was  170-180  on  Mynydd  Eppynt  on  Oct.  8th- 1 1th. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Some  major  roost  counts  were:  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  NNR  7500  on  Nov.  15th; 
BRECON  at  Ffrwdgrech  20000  on  Feb.  8th  and  33000  on  Dec.  28th;  CAERNARFON:  at 
Conwy  RSPB  peak  of  250,000  on  Nov.  7th;  ANGLESEY:  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  peak  of 
250,000  on  Nov.  28th.  See  also  p.213. 

At  Red  Wharf  Bay  ANGLESEY  there  was  a  remarkable  record  of  500,000  birds  flying 
west  in  huge  waves  just  after  dawn  on  January  24th. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

An  adult  at  Lansbury  Park,  Caerphilly  GLAMORGAN  on  June  19th  and  a  juvenile  in  a 
garden  at  Newtown,  Swansea,  GLAMORGAN  from  Nov.  13th-30th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF AN  Y MYNYDD 

All  breeding  season  records  are  given  for  this  species,  but  are  almost  certainly  incomplete. 
1997:  CARMARTHEN:  8  pairs  at  4  sites  in  Tywi  valley 

1998:  GLAMORGAN:  c.  5  pairs  bred  in  farm  buildings  at  Monkton,  single  pair  at 
Pendoylan.  PEMBROKE:  Pair  unsuccessfully  occupied  a  nest  box  at  Templeton; 
BRECON:  90  pairs  located  across  the  county  during  the  breeding  season; 
MONTGOMERY:  a  nest  box  scheme  in  a  private  garden  near  Newtown  had  21  breeding 
pairs  and  single  pairs  nested  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  Pwll  Penarth.  CAERNARFON:  3  birds 
on  Bardsey  on  May  1 8th.  ANGLESEY:  2  seen  at  Talwm  on  Apr.  25th  and  one  at  Llangaffo 
on  Apr.  29th.  Winter  counts  are  summarised  on  p.2 1 2. 

RED-EYED  VIREO  Vireo  olivaceus  TELOR  LLYGATGOCH 

On  Sept.  19th  one  was  found  dead  under  the  lighthouse  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON.  This 
constitutes  the  5th  Welsh  record. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  in  the  tables  on  page  213.  The  few  flocks  reported  are 
summarised  in  the  table  on  p.2 12.  They  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  complete  record  for  this 
very  common  species  as  observers  tend  to  report  only  the  largest  flocks.  However  it  was 
noted  that  in  PEMBROKE  the  autumn  passage  was  still  at  a  low  ebb  with  very  small 
numbers  passing  through  the  islands  and  the  largest  movements  noted  were  at  Strumble 
Head  with  200  flying  W  on  Oct.  23rd  and  265  flying  NW  on  Nov.  6th.  On  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  there  was  a  light  spring  passage  with  max.  of  55  on  March  14th,  and  an 
autumn  passage  max.  of  241  on  Oct.  20th;  nearby  on  Braich  y  Pwll  there  was  a  max.  of  370 
on  Oct.  23rd. 

BRAMBLING  Fringilla  monti fringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

1998  was  a  poor  year  for  this  species  with  a  scattering  of  records  and  mostly  small  numbers 
in  both  winter  periods.  Max.  were  reported  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN,  1 1  at  Kenfig  NNR 
on  Nov.  11th;  CARMARTHEN:  50  at  Dinefwr  Park  on  Feb.  24th;  PEMBROKE,  10  at 
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Oakhill  on  Nov.  15th;  CEREDIGION:  100+  Cwm  Ystwyth  on  Nov.  14th;  BRECON:  25  in 
Brecon  on  Feb.  4th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  2  at  Dysynni  valley  Nov.  15th;  CAERNARFON: 
10+  flew  over  Great  Orme  on  Nov.  7th;  ANGLESEY:  2  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  31st  and  at 
Llangoed  on  Nov.  2nd.  DENBIGH:  8  at  Ruabon  Jan.  21st. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  213.  Winter  flocks  are  summarised  in  the 
table  on  p.2 1 2. 

GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  213.  Post  breeding  and  winter  flocks  are 
summarised  in  the  table  on  p.2 12.  Substantial  passage  was  again  noted  at  Lavemock  Point 
GLAMORGAN  with  max.  of  500  on  Sept.  22nd  and  a  good  spring  and  autumn  passage  was 
recorded  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  with  max.  of  67  on  May  9th  and  50  on  Sept.  29th. 

SISKIN  Carduelis  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

Winter  flocks  are  summarised  in  the  table  above  and  showed  a  marked  decrease  from  the 
huge  numbers  recorded  in  1997.  Even  so  immigration  was  noted  in  the  Llangollen/Ruabon 
Moors  area  DENBIGH.  In  that  area  a  female  was  incubating  in  a  tall  Douglas  fir  by  the  end 
of  March  and  at  least  2  more  pairs  were  nesting  in  nearby  gardens  in  April-May  and  3  nests 
were  found  in  upland  plantations.  Birds  were  recorded  between  mid  April  and  July  in  9 
plantations  in  the  area. 

LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  213.  In  addition  there  were  30  pairs  on  c.8 
km  of  cliff  top  between  Caswell  and  Little  Tor  on  Gower  GLAMORGAN,  and  in  BRECON 
54  pairs  on  442  ha  of  bog  and  39  ha  of  common  in  the  north  of  the  county  at  a  density  of  4-6 
pairs/knf,  showing  a  41%  increase  on  sites  counted  in  1996  and  1997. 

Post  breeding  and  winter  flocks  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  p.2 12.  In  PEMBROKE 
150  in  weedy  fallow  at  Treleddyd  Farm  was  the  only  substantial  flock  found  in  an  extensive 
survey  of  agricultural  land  in  January  -  February.  Max.  were  500  at  St.  Ann's  Head 
PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  26th,  and  300  on  Point  of  Ayr  saltmarsh  FLINT  on  Oct.  28th  and  305 
on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  in  September. 

TWITE  Carduelis  flavirostris  LLINOS  YMYNYDD 

Only  one  breeding  season  record  (Aber  valley,  CAERNARFON  on  June  1 1th)  is  not  a  true 
reflection  of  the  current  breeding  status  of  this  species. 

Wintering  flocks  were  recorded  from  the  North  Wales  coast  between  FLINT  and  Foryd 
Bay  CAERNARFON.  Monthly  max.  at  Flint  were  1 10  in  Jan.  50  in  Feb.  55  in  March,  58  in 
Nov.  and  75  in  Dec;  the  flock  was  regularly  present,  feeding  on  Flint  Castle  marsh  and 
drinking  and  bathing  at  puddles  along  the  sea  wall.  Peak  counts  elsewhere,  all 
CAERNARFON,  were  80+  at  Foryd  Bay  on  Feb.  20th,  40  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  Oct.  12th,  20+ 
Llanfairfechan  on  Mar.  25th,  10  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Oct.  25th;  in  DENBIGH  there  were 
c.12  on  Llandulas  Beach  on  Feb.  17th  and  16  at  Pensam  on  Mar.  18th.  Outside  North 
Wales  the  only  record  was  4  at  Machynys  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  5th. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Less  breeding  information  than  in  1997  but  confirmed  or  probable  breeding  records  received 
as  follows:  GLAMORGAN  probably  bred  at  Whiteford  Plantation  and  Margam  Park  where 
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there  were  c.  1 2  including  juveniles  on  July  25th;  birds  present  in  suitable  habitat  at 
Cwmbach,  Garw  Forest-Maesteg  and  St.  Gwynno  Forest.  CARMARTHEN:  8  pairs  at 
Pembrey  Forest  on  Jan.  27th  with  courtship  feeding  noted;  CEREDIGION:  a  pair  nested  at 
Ynys-hir  and  a  max.  of  26  there  on  May  12th.  DENBIGH:  family  party  at  un-named  site 
on  April  28th,  12+  there  on  May  14th. 

Otherwise  a  scattering  of  records  from  PEMBROKE,  BRECON,  MEIRIONNYDD, 
CAERNARFON  and  ANGLESEY  with  max.  of  50  at  Pentraeth  Forest  ANGLESEY  on 
May  31st,  35  at  Aber  CAERNARFON  on  Nov.  15th,  30  at  Llyn  Elsi  CAERNARFON  on 
Jan.  23rd  and  25  at  Newborough  Forest  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 27th  where  they  were  present 
up  to  June  4th. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCH 

One  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  June  5th-7th. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  one  at  Draethen  on  Nov.  1st;  CARMARTHEN:  pair  at 
Brechfa  in  both  1997  and  1998,  at  Llandovery  one  on  May  31st  and  2  on  Aug.  17th,  at 
Ffairfach  a  male  on  July  6th,  one  Penybanc  September,  one  Llandeilo  churchyard  Dec.  19th; 
PEMBROKE:  2,  Skomer  June  14th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  at  Llanelltyd,  4  and  possibly  up  to 
7  on  Mar.  23rd,  c.8  into  roost  on  Nov.  14th,  12  in  churchyard  on  Nov.  17th  with  one  on 
Nov.  20th;  at  Abergwynant  4  on  June  29th  and  at  Dolgellau,  20  on  June  27th  and  3  on  July 
14th. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

1996:  CAERNARFON  one,  Conwy  RSPB  on  Nov.  15th 

1998:  GLAMORGAN:  One,  Blaen  y  Cwm  nr  Nash  Point  on  Oct.  13th;  PEMBROKE: 
one,  Marloes  Sept.  24th,  2  Strumble  Flead  Oct.  15th,  2  Castle  Martin  Nov.  15th; 
CAERNARFON:  male  on  spit  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  Mar.  26th-27th;  ANGLESEY:  one 
Abermenai  Point  Nov.  29th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

Fewer  than  in  1997  with  only  7  records  in  the  early  winter  period  of  1998,  up  to  Mar.  18th. 
In  the  second  winter  period  recorded  from  Oct.  6th  onwards,  in  GWENT,  PEMBROKE, 
CEREDIGION,  BRECON,  CAERNARFON,  ANGLESEY,  DENBIGH  and  FLINT.  As 
usual  the  most  favoured  localities  were  on  shingle  ridges  at  the  north  of  the  Dee  Est.  FLINT 
and  Pensam/ Abergele  DENBIGH;  at  the  former  site  there  were  3  on  Oct.  26th  building  up 
to  26  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  max.  at  the  latter  site  was  15  on  March  18th.  All  except 
two  records  were  from  the  coast. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MEL  YN  YR  EITHIN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  but  declining  species  are  given  on  page  213. 
In  addition  counts  of  singing  males  were  noted  as  follows  in  1998:  CARMARTHEN:  14 
pairs/singing  males  recorded  in  Burry  port  area;  PEMBROKE:  a  sample  survey  of 
breeding  season  occupancy  located  presence  in  56  tetrads  across  the  county,  including  3  on 
the  St.  Davids  peninsula,  suggesting  that  there  has  been  little  change  in  distribution  since  the 
comprehensive  survey  of  1984-88;  CEREDIGION:  19  singing  males  in  5  knv  of 
arable/grassland  near  Mwnt.  BRECON:  c.l  10  singing  males  or  pairs  noted  in  areas  of  mixed 
farmland  in  the  south  east  of  the  county  with  a  further  34  on  commons  adjacent  to  those 
areas  visited.  In  the  northern  half  of  the  county  18  pairs  were  noted  at  3  sites  while  in  the 
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west  12  pairs  were  noted  at  3  sites.  DENBIGH:  evidence  of  decline,  one  observer  noted  2 
males  singing  on  traditional  breeding  hill  but  no  other  records  for  the  year. 

The  few  recorded  autumn  and  winter  records  are  noted  in  the  table  below.  Max.  was  50 
between  Llanfilo  and  Tredustan  BRECON  on  Oct.  19th;  at  a  feeding  station  at  Brynteg 
ANGLESEY  there  were  12  on  Mar.  8th  but  down  from  max.  of  46  two  winters  ago. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  BTL4S  Y  GERDDI 

Male  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  May  9th- 1  1th  was  often  in  full  song.  At 
Lavemock  Point  GLAMORGAN  2  on  Aug.  29th-31st. 

LITTLE  BUNTING  Emberiza  pusilla  BRAS  LLEIAF 

One  at  Ffairfach,  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  17th  was  the  first  record  for  that  county  and  the 
13th  for  Wales. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus  BD4S  Y  CYRS 

Systematic  counts  are  listed  in  the  tables  on  page  213.  In  addition  there  were  c.  100  singing 
males  or  pairs  located  in  the  breeding  season  in  BRECON;  in  the  north  of  the  county  48 
males  or  pairs  were  found  in  442  ha  of  bog  and  4  pairs  on  139  ha  of  common,  giving  an 
overall  density  of  9  pairs/km2,  there  was  an  increase  of  64%  at  Bronffynon. 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  Emberiza  melanocephala  BR.4S  PENDDU 

1995:  Male,  Aberdaron  CAERNARFON  on  June  2nd-5th 

CORN  BUNTING  Milana  calandra 
1997:  One  at  Peterstone-super-Ely  GWENT  on  July  1 1th. 

1998:  Male  singing  near  Shotton  Steelworks  FLINT, 
continues  to  maintain  its  precarious  status  in  Wales. 

AUTUMN  AND  WINTER  FINCH  AND  BUNTING  FLOCKS  IN  WALES  IN  1998 


Number  of  flocks 

Total  birds 

Average  flock 

size 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Tree  sparrow 

1 

3 

14 

192 

14 

64 

Chaffinch 

5 

13 

976 

1404 

195 

108 

Brambling 

5 

195 

39 

Greenfinch 

3 

7 

300 

984 

100 

141 

Goldfinch 

1 1 

4 

685 

670 

62 

168 

Siskin 

1 

13 

50 

699 

50 

54 

Linnet 

23 

7 

3449 

971 

150 

139 

Crossbill 

5 

87 

17 

Yellowhammer 

7 

154 

22 

BRAS  YR  YD 
March  29th.  Thus  the  species 
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COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  IN  WALES  IN  1998 


One  of  the  difficulties  publications  such  as  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  always  face  is  to  give  any 
idea  either  of  the  numbers  of  common  and  widespread  birds  in  an  area  as  large  and  diverse 
as  Wales  or  of  changes  in  their  populations.  For  some  species,  such  as  hirundines,  thrushes 
or  finches,  it  is  possible  to  give  some  indication  of  continuing  status  by  giving  regular 
summaries  of  winter  or  passage  flocks,  although  changes  in  these  may  not  reflect  local 
conditions.  Ringing  totals  also  provide  some  clues.  But  for  many  common  species  these 
sources  have  little  to  say.  Table  1  therefore  lists  some  counts  of  breeding  numbers,  based 
largely  on  singing  males,  in  defined  areas.  The  sites  are  numbered  in  the  table  and  are  listed 
below. 

1.  GOWER  Drummau,  Birchgrove,  Swansea.  53.7  ha.  Well  wooded  grass  farmland  devoted 
to  hay  and  grazing.  CBC.  2.  GWENT  Goldcliff.  68.8  ha.  Mixed  farmland,  mainly  grass 
grazed  cattle/sheep,  with  hay/silage.  Some  arable  crops.  CBC.  3.  FLINT  Llanasa.  87.7  ha. 
Mixed  farmland,  mainly  grass  with  cattle  and  sheep.  Some  arable  crops  and  one  small 
plantation.  CBC.  4.  CEREDIGION  Coed  Penrhyn-mawr.  13 '8  ha.  Sessile  oak  woodland, 
ungrazed,  some  larch.  CBC.  5.  CEREDIGION  Denmark  Farm.  16.2  ha.  Mixed  farmland 
nature  reserve.  CBC  6.  BRECON  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD.  c.  12,000  ha.  Open  grass  moorland 
with  wooded  stream  valleys,  scattered  plantations  and  one  substantial  area  of  forest.  Only 
part  can  be  covered.  7.  E.  GLAMORGAN  Ystrad/Llwynypia.  143  ha.  Open  hill  (40%),  hill 
farmland  (17%),  woodland  (26%)  and  riverside  and  suburban  habitats  (17%).  8. 
PEMBROKE  Dowrog  NR.  80  ha.  Damp  heathland.  9.  GOWER  Langland  Bay  GC.  35.5  ha. 
Golfcourse  with  mature  boundary  hedges,  small  copses  and  cliff-top  with  rough  grass.  10. 
PEMBROKE  Skokholm  NR.  106  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken,  not  recently 
stocked;  11.  PEMBROKE  Skomer  NR.  289  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken  and 
some  heather,  not  recently  stocked;  12.  PEMBROKE  Ramsey  NR.  254  ha.  Offshore  island, 
grassland  with  bracken,  recently  stocked  (sheep  and  deer);  13.  CAERNARFON  Bardsey 
NR.  178  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland,  scrub  and  heath,  recently  stocked  (sheep  and 
ponies).  CBC  indicates  that  the  site  is  a  census  area  for  this  long-running  national  survey. 

In  time  it  should  be  possible  to  make  some  useful  analyses  of  these  data.  However, 
looking  very  briefly  at  a  few  species  of  current  conservation  concern,  these  counts  for  the 
past  5  years  suggest  a  fairly  stable  picture  for  Green  Woodpecker,  Song  Thrush,  Willow 
Warbler,  Reed  Bunting  and  probably  Bullfinch,  an  increase  in  Linnets  but  quite  sharp 
declines  in  Skylarks  and  Starlings  and  perhaps  in  Yellowhammers.  Several  common  species 
also  have  surprisingly  limited  distributions  within  the  counts,  with  Spotted  Flycatcher  only 
occurring  in  5  out  of  the  total  of  17  sites  visited  at  least  once.  Starling  in  7  and 
Yellowhammer  in  6.  Such  points  will  need  to  be  analysed  in  detail  in  the  future  as  the 
volume  of  information  expands. 

This  note  has  included  a  summary  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS)  in  Wales  since 
1996  but  the  report  for  that  survey  will  now  be  found  in  the  paper  detailing  the  Monitoring 
Review  for  Welsh  bird  populations  on  page  216. 
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TABLE  1.  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  AT  SELECTED  WELSH 

SITES  IN  1998 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Grey  Heron 

P 

P 

- 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

. 

- 

Mallard 

P 

5 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Sparrowhawk 

- 

P 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Buzzard 

P 

1 

1 

1 

1 

50# 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Moorhen 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

5 

Stock  Dove 

- 

P 

P 

- 

0 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Woodpigeon 

9 

14 

6* 

4 

3 

50# 

15 

2 

5 

- 

4 

- 

8 

Collared  Dove 

1 

2 

P 

- 

- 

5 

6 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cuckoo 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tawny  Owl 

- 

0 

- 

P 

1 

6 

1 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14# 

9 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

P 

2 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Skylark 

1 

7 

5 

- 

0 

190 

19 

11 

0 

17 

10 

22 

0 

Swallow 

5 

5 

P 

- 

2 

50 

4 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

8 

House  Martin 

P 

3 

P 

- 

0 

42# 

3-4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Tree  Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

P 

1 

1 

- 

1 

130 

26 

20 

4 

26 

73 

20 

48 

Rock  Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

19 

P 

P 

Pied  Wagtail 

1 

P 

1 

- 

1 

30 

P 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Wren 

20 

49 

11 

19 

15 

90 

110 

13 

16 

18 

46 

17 

54 

Dunnock 

7 

11 

12 

1 

10 

7 

23 

3 

11 

- 

11 

6 

9 

Robin 

27 

25 

13 

11 

15 

150 

106 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Redstart 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

80 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whinchat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

26 

5 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stonechat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-2 

7 

7 

1 

- 

- 

17 

7 

Wheatear 

- 

- 

P 

- 

- 

35 

P 

- 

- 

10 

29 

57 

7 

Blackbird 

13 

29 

11 

14 

12 

100 

61 

6 

15 

4 

14 

6 

- 

Song  Thrush 

6 

5 

2 

9 

4 

90 

20 

1 

8 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

P 

1 

1 

1 

15 

6-7 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

- 

6 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Whitethroat 

- 

-> 

3 

3 

- 

2 

4 

6 

16 

4 

- 

11 

7 

- 

Garden  Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

5 

6 

50 

2-3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blackcap 

5 

2 

2 

11 

1 

2 

17 

0 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

17 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chiffchaff 

6 

14 

1 

14 

1 

12 

9 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

2 

1 

1 

8 

24 

250 

44 

14 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Goldcrest 

1 

P 

2 

6 

1 

55 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

P 

- 

- 

1 

0 

6 

1 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pied  Flycatcher 

- 

- 

1 

15 

18 

45 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Long-tailed  Tit 

1 

2 

P 

1 

2 

3 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Coal  Tit 

3 

- 

1 

5 

2 

30 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Blue  Tit 

13 

13 

13 

25 

18 

83# 

P 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Great  Tit 

6 

11 

3 

11 

8 

80# 

37 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nuthatch 

2 

- 

1 

6 

2 

10 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Treecreeper 

P 

P 

P 

7 

0 

4 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jay 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

12# 

P 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

214 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Magpie 

3 

7 

3* 

1 

4 

37# 

3 

4 

4 

- 

12 

5-6 

10 

Jackdaw 

- 

9 

P 

- 

- 

335# 

P 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

25 

Carrion  Crow 

7 

6 

2* 

2 

3 

150# 

10 

5 

4 

2 

7 

8 

10 

Raven 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

42# 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Starling 

2 

- 

P 

- 

- 

10 

P 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

0 

House  Sparrow 

1 

- 

2* 

- 

1 

P 

23 

0 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chaffinch 

16 

25 

25 

22 

17 

300# 

39 

3 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Greenfinch 

2 

8 

2 

~  * 

1 

2 

7 

1 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Goldfinch 

2 

8 

3 

- 

4 

4 

3 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Linnet 

2 

3 

9 

- 

1 

17 

4 

4 

5 

1 

5-6 

37 

15 

Bullfinch 

P 

2 

P 

P 

5 

4 

P 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Yellowhammer 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

7 

- 

0 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

- 

5 

- 

- 

2 

11 

6 

8 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Note:  A  dash  indicates  that  none  was  counted,  0  that  the  species  was  absent  but  has  bred,  p 
that  the  species  was  present  but  no  clear  territories  were  established,  *  that  counts  are  of 
nests  and  #  that  counts  are  of  birds  not  pairs  or  territories. 
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BIRD  POPULATIONS  IN  WALES  1994-1998:  A  MONITORING  REVIEW. 


R.  I.  THORPE ,  RSPB,  Maes  y  Ffynnon,  Penrhos  Garnedd ,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

INTRODUCTION 

An  understanding  of  population  trends  in  birds  is  fundamental  to  developing 
conservation  strategies,  evaluating  their  success  and  providing  a  valuable  indicator  of  the 
‘health’  of  our  countryside.  Throughout  Wales  individuals  and  organisations  undertake  or 
coordinate  bird  surveys  and  monitoring  projects  that  allow  population  estimates  and  trends 
to  be  identified.  This  paper  aims  to  present  information  relevant  to  Wales  for  the  period 
1994-1998,  identify  gaps  in  our  knowledge  and  encourage  observers  to  provide  more 
information  in  future  years.  It  is  intended  to  make  this  an  annual  report. 

The  report  is  produced  on  behalf  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO), 
Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW),  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB), 
Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  (WRSG),  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  (WOS)  and  Wildfowl 
and  Wetlands  Trust  (WWT). 


METHODS 

Sources  of  data 

The  main  sources  of  data  used  in  compiling  the  report  were  as  follows: 

For  seabirds  details  on  numbers  and  productivity  were  extracted  from  Walsh  et  al  (1995), 
Thompson  et  al  (1996,  1997,  1998),  Thompson  et  al  (1999)  and  from  RSPB  Cymru  reserve 
reports.  For  scarce  species  the  main  sources  were  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  1994-1998, 
published  by  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society,  but  additional  information  was  obtained 
from  CCW  reports,  RSPB  Cymru  annual  reserves  reports,  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group 
reports  and  fdes  and  annual  reports  of  the  Welsh  Kite  Trust.  The  data  on  duck  and  wader 
populations,  for  estuarine,  inland  and  non-native  species  came  from  the  Wetland  Bird 

Table  1.  Hierarchy  for  determining  species  of  importance  in  Wales 

1.  Globally  threatened  and/or  endemic  species  where  Wales  holds  an  important  part  of  the  UK 
population. 

2a.  Species  of  UK  conservation  concern  which  have  declined  by  50%  or  more  in  the  UK  and  for  which 
Wales  holds  or  recently  held  an  important  proportion  of  the  UK  population. 

2b.  Species  of  UK  conservation  concern  with  significant  populations  in  which  there  has  been  a  decline 
of  50%  or  more  in  recent  years  in  Wales. 

3a.  Important  species  for  which  Wales  holds  at  least  20%  of  the  UK  population. 

3b.  Globally  threatened  and  endemic  species  for  which  Wales  does  not  hold  an  important  proportion  of 
the  UK  population. 

3c.  Species  seriously  declining  in  the  UK  which  are  also  declining  significantly  (most  probably  by 
more  than  50%)  in  Wales  but  for  which  the  Welsh  population  is  small  by  UK  levels. 

4a.  Species  not  of  UK  conservation  concern  whose  populations  in  Wales  have  decreased  by  50%  or 
more. 

4b.  Species  not  of  UK  conservation  concern  for  which  Wales  holds  20%  or  more  of  the  UK  population. 
4c.  Species  not  of  UK  conservation  concern  whose  populations  have  decreased  at  least  moderately  (20- 
49%)  in  Wales. 

4d.  Species  of  UK  conservation  concern  whose  populations  are  not  considered  to  be  decreasing 
significantly  in  Wales. 

4e.  Species  of  UK  conservation  concern  which  occur  at  4  or  fewer  colonies  in  Wales. 

Survey  (WeBS)  data  base  for  1994-1997  (WWT).  Data  for  changes  in  farmland  bird 
populations  was  based  on  the  results  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS)  of  the  BTO. 
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Compiling  the  Report:  important  Welsh  species 

The  RSPB  Cymru  conservation  strategy  (Prater  1999)  identified  a  group  that  were  classified 
as  important  Welsh  species  for  which  conservation  action  is  considered  a  priority  in  Wales. 
Three  principle  aspects  were  used  to  define  this  priority  group;  they  are  species  identified  as 
UK  priority  species,  species  (primarily  breeding  waders  and  farmland  birds)  which  have 
declined  alarmingly  in  recent  years  and  species  for  which  Wales  has  particular  importance 
in  a  UK  and  international  context  (Anon.  1995,  Anon.  1996,  Anon.  1997).  Table  1  gives  the 
hierarchy  for  determining  species  of  importance  in  Wales. 

For  some  of  these  species  well-established  monitoring  schemes  provide  data  on 
population  trends  but  for  others  there  is  no  information  available  (Table  2). 


Table  2.  Monitoring  of  important  species  in  Wales.  Figures  in  ()  under  species  covered  refer  to  the 
hierarchy  in  Table  1. 

Monitoring  type  Species  covered 


Collation  of  all  records  submitted 
to  County  Recorders 
Annual  monitoring  of  breeding  numbers 
and  productivity 


Bittern  (2a),  Quail  (4d),  Corncrake  (3b),  Aquatic 
Warbler  (3b) 

Red  Kite  (2a),  Roseate  Tern  (2a),  Sandwich  Tern  (4e), 
Arctic  Tem  (4e),  Little  Tern  (4e) 


Monitoring  of  breeding  numbers  and 
productivity  at  key  sites 


Annual  sampling 
Breeding  Bird  Survey 


Manx  Shearwater  (3a),  Storm  Petrel  (4e),  Hen  Harrier 
(3c),  Red  Grouse  (4a),  Black  Grouse  (2b),  Golden  Plover 
(4a),  Lapwing  (2b),  Redshank  (4a),  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  (3a),  Chough  (3a),  Com  Bunting  (3c) 

Kestrel  (4c),  Merlin  (4d),  Peregrine  (4b),  Bam  Owl  (4c) 
Curlew  (4b),  Skylark  (3c),  Swallow  (4c),  Redstart  (4b), 
Song  Thrush  (4d),  Starling  (4c),  Linnet  (4d),  Bullfinch 
(4d),  Yellowhammer  (4a) 


Seabird  monitoring  scheme 
Maximum  monthly  counts  of  wintering 
population  at  key  sites 
No  current  monitoring  scheme 


Gannet  (3a),  Herring  Gull  (4c) 

Greenland  Whitefronted  Goose  (2b),  Shelduck  (3a), 
Pintail  (3a),  Common  Scoter  (3a) 

Grey  Partridge  (3c),  Dunlin  (4a),  Snipe  (4c),  Black 
Guillemot  (4e),  Turtle  Dove  (3c),  Nightjar  (4c), 
Grasshopper  Warbler  (4c),  Spotted  Flycatcher  (4d),  Tree 
Sparrow  (3c),  Twite  (3c),  Reed  Bunting  (4d) 


Habitats  (breeding) 

To  examine  the  'health'  of  certain  habitats  population  trends  of  associated  species  were 
investigated.  Farmland,  woodland  and  coastal  habitats  were  selected  as  the  only  habitat 
types  for  which  a  reasonable  quantity  of  data  was  available.  The  species  and  habitat 
associations  were  defined  following  Gibbons  et  al  (1993,  Table  13).  The  actual  species 
included  in  compiling  the  tables  were  those  for  which  a  reasonable  sample  size  was 
available  from  BBS  or  those  covered  by  the  Seabird  Monitoring  Programme. 

Habitats  (wintering) 

To  see  if  trends  in  populations  of  wintering  birds  indicated  a  change  in  the  ‘health'  of 
estuarine  and  inland  wetlands,  the  WeBS  data  were  investigated.  Maximum  counts  of 
selected  species  in  each  winter  from  1993/94  to  1997/98  were  used  to  calculate  the  % 
population  change  between  years  in  both  habitats. 
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Non-native  species 

As  a  first  step  towards  providing  a  statement  of  the  current  population  trends  in  this  group, 
the  maximum  winter  counts  of  Canada  and  Greylag  Geese  and  Ruddy  Duck  have  been 
extracted  from  the  WeBS  data.  No  information  is  currently  available  on  trends  in  the 
breeding  populations  of  this  group. 

National  surveys  (1994-1998) 

During  the  period  under  review  UK  surveys  of  Hen  Harrier,  Black  Grouse  and  Lapwing 
were  made.  A  future  programme  of  single  species  bird  surveys  for  the  UK,  until  2005,  has 
now  been  agreed  between  the  Statutory  Conservation  Agencies  and  RSPB,  to  be  known  as 
SCARABBS  (Statutory  Conservation  Agency/RSPB  annual  breeding  bird  scheme). 

RESULTS 


Important  Welsh  species 

Information  on  the  population  trends  or  current  status  for  a  total  of  22  species  classified  as 
important  in  Wales  has  been  collated  and  results  are  detailed  below.  Although  data  does 
exist  for  some  other  species  in  this  group,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  extract  it  now. 

Manx  Shearwater 

Work  during  the  1990s  has  developed  tape  playback  census  techniques  for  this  species  and, 
in  1998,  the  breeding  populations  on  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  Middleholm  in  Pembrokeshire 
were  estimated  at  c.  102,000,  46,000  and  3000  pairs  respectively  by  this  method.  Due  to 
different  techniques  used  in  the  past,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  population  trends  over  time.  In 
1996  there  were  6927  apparently  occupied  burrows  on  Bardsey  Caernarfonshire,  a 
considerably  higher  figure  than  previous  estimates  of  2500-4500  pairs. 

Storm  Petrel 

The  population  on  Skokholm  was  estimated  at  3-4000  pairs  in  1995,  compared  to  4-8000 
using  a  different  technique  in  1994.  Information  from  other  sites  is  not  available. 

Gannet 

The  colony  on  Grassholm  Pembrokeshire  was  counted  in  1995,  when  26,277  apparently 
occupied  sites  were  located. 

Bittern 

Although  it  bred  regularly  on  Anglesey  from  1955  until  the  mid  1970s,  with  a  maximum  of 
11  ‘boomers’,  this  species  is  now  only  a  non-breeding  visitor.  Between  1994  and  1998  a 
total  of  92-94  individuals  was  recorded,  averaging  c.19  per  year  (Table  3).  This  compares 
with  an  average  of  1 1  per  year  between  1 988  and  1 99 1  (Lovegrove  et  al  1 994). 

Table  3.  Monthly  maximum  counts  of  Bitterns  in  Wales  for  the  winters  1993/94-1998/99  and  the 


distribution  of  birds  by  vice-countv. 


Monthly  max. 

(no.  of  individuals) 

Winter 

Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May 

1993/94 

7 

5 

6  3 

2 

1 

1994/95 

1 

1 

2 

2  2 

2 

1995/96 

1  1 

3 

10 

8  8 

6 

2 

1996/97 

3 

7 

15  7 

8 

1 

1997/98 

1 

4 

4  4 

2 

1998/99 

1 

7 

218 


No.  of  individuals  in  each  rear 

Vice-county 
Glamorgan 
Gwent 
Carmarthen 
Pembroke 
Ceredigion 
Caernarfon 
Anglesey 
Flint 
Total 

Red  Kite 

The  data  in  Table  4,  provided  by  the  Welsh  Kite  Trust,  demonstrates  the  continuing  good 
fortunes  of  the  Welsh  Kites.  Productivity  has  remained  fairly  stable  at  0.8- 1.0  young 
fledging  per  breeding  pair.  In  2000  a  UK  wide  survey  of  this  species  is  planned. 

Table  4.  Red  Kite  population  for  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Productivity  is  young  reared  per 


breeding  pair 

Breeding  Other 

Total 

Unmated 

Successful 

Young 

Productivity 

Total  birds 

1994 

pears 

111 

pears 

27 

pairs 

138 

birds 

94 

pairs 

70 

reared 

99 

0.89 

Apr. 

370 

Aug. 

469 

1995 

127 

19 

146 

106 

79 

117 

0.92 

398 

514 

1996 

130 

31 

161 

122 

90 

119 

0.92 

444 

556 

1997 

151 

26 

177 

135 

99 

129 

0.85 

489 

612 

1998 

164 

31 

195 

130 

110 

171 

1.04 

520 

682 

Hen  Harrier 

Until  1994  an  endeavour  was  made  to  monitor  all  nesting  attempts  of  Hen  Harriers  in 
Wales.  A  national  survey  in  1998  produced  a  total  of  28  territorial  pairs,  of  which  20  were 
proved  to  breed.  This  compares  with  27  territorial  pairs  in  1988.  That  survey  apart,  annual 
coverage  has  decreased  since  1994  but  2  areas  (denoted  A  and  B)  in  north  Wales  have  been 
comprehensively  examined.  Information  from  areas  A  and  B  is  presented  in  Table  5. 

Table  5.  The  number  of  occuped  Hen  Harrier  sites  and  breeding  success  at  the  2  core  breeding 


areas  in  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Source  WRSG  data. 


No.  of  occupied  sites  (pairs) 

Young  per 

occupied  site 

Young  per  successful  nest 

Area  A 

Area  B 

Area  A 

Area  B 

Area  A 

Area  B 

1994 

15-16 

6 

0.5 

0.8 

4.0 

2.5 

1995 

13 

6-7 

0.8 

0.45 

3.3 

0.7 

1996 

11 

8 

0.7 

1.3 

4.0 

3.3 

1997 

9-10 

10 

0.4 

1.75 

4.0 

3.0 

1998 

8 

8 

2.1 

2.2 

3.4 

3.5 

Area  A  has  traditionally  been  the  stronghold  of  the  species  in  Wales  and  it  is  worrying  to 
see  the  decline  in  the  number  of  occupied  sites  since  1994.  Nevertheless  young  reared  per 
occupied  site  for  both  sites  combined  was  0.6  in  1994,  0.7  in  1995,  0.9  in  1996,  1  in  1997 
and  1.95  in  1998,  a  continuous  increase,  although  young  per  successful  nest  fluctuated 
between  2.6  and  3.4  annually.  Williams  (1999)  discussed  breeding  Hen  Harriers  in  Wales 
between  1988  and  1994. 

Black  Grouse 

In  1995  a  total  of  153  displaying  males  were  recorded  at  82  leks,  with  a  further  11  non- 


1994 

4-5 


2 

9-10 


1995 

5-6 

1 

3 

4 
2 


18-19 


1996 

8 

6 

3 


2 

1 

21 


1997 

7 


9 

4 

5 

29 


1998 

1 


2 

2 

3 

15 
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lekking  males.  This  compares  with  232  lekking  males  and  32  non-lekking  in  1986  and  204 
lekking  males  in  1992  (Williams  1996). 


Quail 

As  with  the  rest  of  the  UK  the  numbers  of  Quail  reported  in  Wales  fluctuate  annually. 
Annual  totals  of  Quail  reported  in  Wales  during  1994-1998  are  shown  in  Table  6. 


Table  6.  Numbers  of  Quail  reported  in  Welsh  vice-counties  between  1994  and  1998 


1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

Gwent 

4 

1 

Glamorgan 

5+ 

4 

4+ 

3 

1 

Carmarthen 

2 

5 

Pembroke 

6 

2 

4 

8 

4-5 

Brecon 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Radnor 

6 

Ceredigion 

1 

7 

7-8 

Meirionnydd 

1 

2 

Caernarfon 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Anglesey 

5 

1 

5 

Flint 

4-5 

2 

Total 

31-32+ 

11 

18+ 

31 

17-19 

Corncrake 

The  number  of  records  of  Corncrakes  in  Wales  continues  to  decline  (Table  8),  with  none  in 
1997  or  1998.  The  last  possible  breeding  reported  was  in  Caernarfonshire  in  1996. 

Table  7.  Recent  records  of  spring/summer  Corncrakes  in  Wales.  All  records  for  single  birds 
except  those  marked  *  which  were  of  pairs.  There  has  been  none  since  1996. 

Vice-county  1994  1995  1996 

Anglesey  2* 

Caernarfon  1  * 

Pembroke  2  2 

Radnor  2 


Lapwing 

A  national  survey  by  the  BTO  in  1998  repeated  that  undertaken  in  1987.  It  revealed  a  77% 
decline  in  the  number  of  breeding  Lapwing  in  Wales,  from  7448  pairs  in  1987  to  1689  in 
1998.  See  also  pages  176-178  this  issue  for  further  information  for  1998. 


Curlew 

Although  the  BBS  indices  for  Wales  indicate  a  decreasing  population  in  3  out  of  the  4  years, 
the  overall  population  trend  for  1994  to  1998  is  for  a  2%  increase.  This  compares  with  an 
overall  trend  of  -12%  for  the  UK  as  a  whole  (Table  10  below).  See  also  page  182  this  issue 
for  further  information  for  1998. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Data  from  selected  sites  show  that  the  coastal  population,  as  distinct  from  rooftop  breeding 
birds,  has  declined  annually  since  1994  (Table  1 1  below). 

Sandwich  Tern 

Sandwich  Tern  numbers  have  fluctuated  in  Wales  since  recolonisation  in  the  early  1970s. 
The  average  of  c.530  pairs  for  the  period  1994-1998  compares  with  averages  of  539  pairs 
between  1990-92  and  653  pairs  between  1985-89,  see  Table  8.  The  overall  pattern  of 
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stability  in  the  1990s  these  averages  suggest  should  be  viewed  against  the  sharp  annual 
fluctuations  shown  in  Table  1 1  below. 

Roseate  Tern 

This  species  continues  to  breed  on  Anglesey  but  the  numbers  are  much  decreased  from  the 
130-151  pairs  that  bred  annually  between  1969  and  1986  (Table  8). 

Arctic  Tern 

The  population  increase  of  this  species  on  Anglesey,  which  started  in  1969,  continues 
(Table  8).  Annual  changes  are  shown  in  Table  1 1  below. 

Little  Tern 

At  the  one  remaining  breeding  colony  at  Gronant  both  numbers  and  breeding  success  have 
fluctuated  during  the  period  (Table  8). 

Table  8.  The  numbers  of  pairs  and  productivity  of  terns  in  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Little  Terns 
breed  only  in  Flintshire  and  all  other  terns  only  in  Anglesey.  Source  RSPB  Cymru  data. 


Sandwich  Ter 

77 

Roseate  Tern 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Productivity 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Productivity 

sites 

pairs 

sites 

pairs 

1994 

1 

400+ 

0.9 

3 

21 

1 

1995 

1 

650 

0.8 

1 

10 

0.8 

1996 

1 

650-700 

1.1 

1 

1 

1 

1997 

1 

450 

1.3 

2 

3-4 

0.6 

1998 

1 

460 

1.0 

3 

5-6 

0.2 

Arctic  Tern 

Little  Tern 

1994 

3 

1075+2 

1 

1 

77 

1.7 

1995 

4 

1277 

0.8 

1 

65 

0.6 

1996 

3 

1202 

1 

1 

78 

1.7 

1997 

4 

1257 

1.6 

1 

80+ 

0.1 

1998 

4 

1305 

0. 7-1.4 

1 

35-40 

0.5 

Skylark 

The  BBS  population  indices  show  annual  fluctuations  but  the  overall  trend  was  for  a  9% 
increase.  This  compares  with  a  5%  decrease  in  the  UK  population  as  a  whole  (Table  10 
below). 

Song  Thrush 

As  with  Skylark,  Song  Thrush  numbers  fluctuated  annually  but  the  overall  trend  was  for  a 
small  increase,  of  5%.  This  compares  with  a  1%  decrease  in  the  UK  population  as  a  whole. 

Aquatic  Warbler 

A  scarce  passage  migrant  with  16  individuals  recorded  between  1994  and  1998.  All  records 
were  for  south  Wales  and  fell  between  Aug.  4th  and  Sept.  18th  (Table  9  overleaf). 

Starling 

Starling  numbers  showed  a  decline  in  all  but  one  year  since  1994  and  the  overall  decline 
was  of  38%,  a  significant  decline  at  the  5%  level.  This  compares  with  a  decline  of  13%  in 
the  UK  population  as  a  whole  (Table  10). 

Linnet 

The  population  fluctuated  annually  but  the  overall  trend  was  for  a  3%  decrease.  This 
compares  with  a  decline  of  10%  in  the  UK  population  as  a  whole  (Table  10) 
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Table  9.  Aquatic  Warbler  records  in  Wales  1994-1998  by  site  and  vice-county 


Site 

Vice-county 

Year 

Number  of  individuals 

Kenfig 

Glamorgan 

1995 

'  8 

1997 

1 

Oxwich 

Glamorgan 

1997 

1 

Teifi  Marshes 

Pembroke/ 

Ceredigion 

1995 

3 

Uskmouth 

Gwent 

1996 

1 

1997 

1 

Llangorse  Lake 

Brecon 

1997 

1 

Yellowhammer 

Yellowhammers  declined  in  all  but  one  year  since  1994  and  the  overall  pattern  was  for  a 
decline  of  27%.  This  is  not,  however,  statistically  significant.  This  compares  with  a  decline 
of  16%  in  the  UK  population  as  a  whole  (Table  10). 

Table  lO.Population  changes  in  some  important  Welsh  species  from  1994-1998.  Data  for  breeding 
species  from  BBS.  An  *  indicates  that  change  was  significant  at  the  5%  level.  Overall 
patterns  in  breeding  species  are  compared  to  those  for  the  UK  as  a  whole.  Winter  data 
from  WeBS. 


%  Change 

Wales 

UK 

Breeding  species 

1994-95 

1995-96 

1996-97 

1997-98 

overall 

overall 

Curlew 

-25 

-11 

-32 

+26 

+2 

-12* 

Skylark 

-9 

+  19 

-4 

+  11 

+9 

-5* 

Song  Thrush 

+7 

-22 

-4 

+21 

+5 

-1 

Starling 

-22 

+6 

-8 

-19 

-38* 

-13* 

Linnet 

+53 

-4 

+2 

-37 

-3 

-10* 

Yellowhammer 

-13 

+  13 

-13 

-10 

-27 

-16* 

Wintering  species 

■ 

Greenland  Whitefronted  Goose 

-8 

-13 

-25 

+80 

Shelduck 

-11 

+  19 

+3 

-29 

Pintail 

-13 

+  146 

-21 

+48 

Table  11.  Population  changes 

in  coastal  species  in 

Wales  during  1994-1998 

%  Change 

Species 

1994-95 

1995-96 

1996-97 

1997-98 

Fulmar 

+3.1 

-0.7 

+  10.4 

-8.7 

Cormorant 

-0.3 

-1.7 

-0.6 

+8.8 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

-19.1 

-3.6 

-1.8 

-10.2 

Herring  Gull 

-1.0 

+2.1 

-2.2 

+  10.5 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

-1.8 

-2.4 

+  17.5 

+  1.7 

Kittiwake 

-9.1 

-3.5 

-6.0 

-12.6 

Sandwich  Tem 

+62.5 

-7.6 

-33.3 

+2.2 

Arctic  Tem 

+  18.0 

-4.9 

+3.7 

+3.8 

Guillemot 

+2.0 

-1.3 

+  13.3 

+  15.7 

Razorbill 

-2.0 

-8.4 

+  12.2 

+  12.9 

Mean 

+5.23 

-3.20 

+1.32 

+2.41 

±  1  SE 

7.01 

1.00 

4.58 

3.17 

ill 


Habitats:  breeding 

Tables  1 1  and  12  present  population  changes  in  species  associated  with  3  habitats,  coastal, 
farmland  and  woodland.  Some  of  the  farmland  species  are  also  shown  in  Table  10  and  terns 
in  Table  8.  In  Tables  1 1  and  12  the  means  are  the  average  of  the  percentage  changes  for 
each  species  in  each  year,  devised  as  an  index  of  the  health  of  the  habitats  concerned. 
Overall  there  seem  to  be  few  major  changes  or  consistent  trends  over  the  period  reviewed. 

Table  12. Population  changes  in  terrestrial  species  in  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Data  from  BBS  (see 
reference  list).  For  explanation  of  means  see  text. 

%  Change 


Farmland  Species 

1994-95 

1995-96 

1996-97 

1997-98 

Woodpigeon 

-10 

+26 

-10 

+  10 

Skylark 

-9 

+  19 

-4 

+  11 

Whitethroat 

+  15 

+35 

+8 

-32 

Jackdaw 

+21 

+3 

-24 

+  13 

Rook 

-20 

+  102 

-43 

+5 

Starling 

-22 

+6 

-8 

-19 

Greenfinch 

-5 

+4 

+49 

-8 

Goldfinch 

+  17 

+2 

+  10 

-16 

Linnet 

+53 

-4 

+2 

-37 

Yellowhammer 

-13 

+  13 

-13 

-10 

Mean 

2.7 

20.6 

3.3 

8.3 

±  1  SE 

7.42 

9.82 

7.63 

5.68 

Woodland  Species 
Pheasant 

+2 

-12 

-4 

+5 

Wren 

+22 

-45 

+  12 

+32 

Dunnock 

-2 

-1 

+  17 

-5 

Robin 

+  16 

-18 

-15 

+  16 

Blackbird 

+9 

-7 

-1 

+  12 

Song  Thrush 

+7 

-22 

-4 

+21 

Blackcap 

+  13 

+4 

+23 

0 

Chiffchaff 

+27 

-6 

+  12 

+2 

Willow  Warbler 

+9 

-14 

+  1 

-2 

Blue  Tit 

+9 

+26 

-7 

-13 

Great  Tit 

+  14 

+  11 

+2 

-15 

Chaffinch 

-8 

+3 

-3 

-10 

Mean 

9.83 

-6.75 

2.75 

3.58 

±  1  SE 

2.8 

5.17 

3.18 

4.14 

Habitats:  wintering 

The  number  of  birds  wintering  in  both  coastal  and  inland  localities  in  Wales  are  very 
dependent  on  weather  conditions  elsewhere  in  the  UK  and  Europe.  They  are  therefore  likely 
to  fluctuate  markedly  between  years.  Table  13  shows  the  annual  changes  in  wintering 
populations  in  estuaries  and  inland  waters.  Means  are  calculated  as  for  Tables  1 1  and  12  for 
the  same  purpose.  Table  14  shows  trends  in  the  wintering  populations  of  some  non-native 
species. 


Table  13.  Changes  in  wintering  populations  of  waders  and  waterfowl  in  estuarine  and  inland 
waters  in  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Data  from  WeBS. 

%  Change 


Inland  waters 

1994-95 

1995-96 

1996-97 

1997-98 

Little  Grebe 

-15.7 

113.3 

-33.1 

23.4 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

-5.8 

-22.7 

22.7 

60.9 

Mute  Swan 

17.8 

31.9 

36.1 

0 

Wigeon 

-21.9 

91.6 

-19.2 

-36.6 

Gadwall 

-25.8 

-27.5 

98 

52.5 

Teal 

83.8 

-7.7 

-15.2 

63.2 

Mallard 

-29.3 

65.3 

6.1 

-19.3 

Shoveler 

-11.6 

18.4 

19.4 

97.7 

Pochard 

-12.8 

57.5 

-26.9 

30.4 

Tufted  Duck 

3.2 

-9.5 

18.8 

29.6 

Goldeneye 

-20.8 

-14.7 

33.1 

23.2 

Goosander 

-54.1 

50.8 

65.2 

44.5 

Mean 

-7.75 

28.89 

17.08 

30.79 

±  1  SE 

9.76 

13.58 

11.16 

10.77 

Estuaries  (wildfowl) 

Little  Grebe 

22.8 

39.3 

-22.6 

4.6 

Cormorant 

17.6 

-10.4 

11.7 

-48.5 

Mute  Swan 

5.2 

-4.3 

-16.3 

-5.8 

Wigeon 

-9.3 

24.6 

11.1 

-26.1 

Teal 

-18.6 

34.1 

35.3 

-21.5 

Mallard 

17.3 

-13.1 

-3.8 

-15.7 

Shoveler 

21.8 

97.2 

-38.4 

-27 

Pochard 

16.2 

18.4 

-19.4 

-5 

Tufted  Duck 

-15.1 

66 

-65 

-47.3 

Goldeneye 

66.7 

-32.6 

9 

-48.7 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

12.4 

51.8 

-34.5 

-27 

Mean 

12.45 

24.64 

-12.08 

-24.36 

±  1  SE 

7.04 

11.61 

8.55 

5.53 

Estuaries  (waders) 

Oystercatcher 

20.3 

-24.8 

17.8 

-39.9 

Ringed  Plover 

2.3 

-2.9 

-3.9 

19.4 

Golden  Plover 

1121.1 

17.2 

-4.2 

-63.3 

Grey  Plover 

8.8 

-28.6 

15.2 

-37.2 

Lapwing 

356.8 

-63.6 

-9.7 

43.6 

Knot 

-19 

202.2 

-20.7 

-75.9 

Sanderling 

74 

-58.7 

13.9 

-17.5 

Dunlin 

-14 

18.7 

-3.3 

-43.1 

Snipe 

32.9 

-8.1 

-9.7 

-27 

Black-tailed  Godwit 

-37.1 

-17.4 

16.5 

25.4 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

-33 

39.5 

92.1 

-60.2 

Curlew 

39.6 

-36.6 

-4.2 

3.2 

Redshank 

11.8 

-28.3 

36.3 

-19.9 

Turnstone 

13 

-34.5 

-5.7 

-23.9 

Mean 

112.68 

-1.85 

9.31 

-22.59 

±  1  SE 

81.82 

17.49 

7.53 

9.38 
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Table  14.Popu!ation  changes  in  non-native  wildfowl  wintering  in  Wales  during  1994-1998.  Data 
from  WeBS. 


%  Change 


Species 

1994-95 

1995-96 

1996-97 

1997-98 

Greylag  Goose 

-11.4 

-0.3 

+32.6 

-5.8 

Canada  Goose 

-2.6 

+63.6 

+5.4 

-3.6 

Ruddy  Duck 

-27.6 

+0.8 

+48.0 

+46.8 

DISCUSSION 

The  aim  of  this  paper  was  to  present  information  on  the  population  trends  for  selected 
species  and  to  investigate  the  “health”  of  some  habitats  based  on  the  changes  in 
characteristic  bird  species  associated  with  those  habitats.  A  five  year  period  is  a  short  period 
of  time  over  which  to  draw  many  conclusions  on  the  changing  fortunes  of  Welsh  Birds,  but 
the  data  collated  in  this  paper  forms  the  most  readily  accessible  source  of  current 
information  on  many  species  in  Wales. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  future  reports  the  information  will  become  more  comprehensive  for 
the  important  species,  contain  information  on  scarce  breeding  species  (ie  those  with 
breeding  populations  of  <100  pairs  in  Wales)  and  also  contain  further  discussion  on  trends 
as  these  become  clearer. 

If  you  have  any  relevant  information  that  could  be  included  or  comments  then  please 
send  them  to  the  author. 
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NOTES 


DARTFORD  WARBLER  BREEDING  IN  WALES 
First  Welsh  breeding  record 

Following  recent  first  breeding  records  for  Wales,  of  Hoopoe  (Upupa  epops)  in 
Montgomeryshire  in  1996  and  Eider  (Somateria  mollisima)  in  Anglesey  in  1997  ( Welsh 
Bird  Report  No.  10,  1996),  Dartford  Warbler  (Sylvia  undata)  bred  for  the  first  time  in  Wales 
in  1998. 

The  pair  was  first  recorded  in  late  May,  when  they  were  seen  carrying  food,  attracting 
immediate  attention  by  their  continuous  and  unfamiliar  alarm  calls.  On  May  27th  4  recently 
fledged  young  were  found  and  the  family  group  was  seen  on  several  subsequent  days  up  to 
300  m  from  the  nest  site.  On  June  29th  a  second  nest  was  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first 
site,  which  contained  4  young  but  this  nest  was  found  predated  on  July  8th.  On  the  15th  the 
male  was  relocated  c.300  m  from  the  original  site  and  his  behaviour  suggested  a  third  nest. 
This  was  found  on  Aug. 2nd,  with  3  young  3  days  old  and  one  infertile  egg.  The  young 
fledged  successfully  and  the  family  group  remained  together  until  at  least  Sept.  1st. 

The  general  habitat  of  the  site  resembles  that  of  Dartford  Warbler  on  Dorset  heathland, 
with  a  mixture  of  heather  (Calluna  vulgaris)  and  young  Pines  (Pinus  sp.),  although  there  is 
very  little  Gorse  (Ulex)  present.  All  nests  were  situated  in  heather,  between  30-45  cm  above 
the  ground. 

Although  none  was  found  in  October,  adults  were  relocated  on  the  site  in  November 
and  at  least  one  bird  was  present  until  Mar.  15th  1999,  when  it  was  seen  with  a  pair  of 
Stonechats  (Saxicola  torquata).  Sadly,  however,  none  has  been  seen  since  and  on  Apr.  1 5th 
there  was  a  substantial  snow  fall  over  the  breeding  site. 

The  monitoring  work  at  this  site  was  undertaken  by  2  observers  who  have  decided  to 
remain  anonymous,  to  ensure  that  the  location  of  the  nesting  site  remains  confidential.  My 
role  has  been  merely  to  confirm  the  presence  of  breeding  birds,  which  I  was  shown,  and  to 
ensure  that  the  record  is  published. 

I.T.  Williams 
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GOLDEN  ORIOLES  IN  RADNORSHIRE 


Having  seen  my  first  Welsh  Golden  Oriole  (Oriolus  oriolus)  in  July  1959  at  Carew,  in 
Pembrokeshire  where  it  is  not  an  unusual  visitor,  it  was  only  when  browsing  through  Birds 
in  Wales  (Lovegrove  et  al  1994)  that  I  realised  its  apparent  rarity  in  mid  Powys.  They  say 
‘there  is  a  scattering  of  records  from  all  counties  except  Radnorshire,  although  the  4 
Breconshire  records  are  all  from  the  19th  century’.  Although  I  noted  a  record  in  the  Welsh 
Bird  Report  for  1992  of  a  Golden  Oriole  in  Llangynidr,  bringing  Breconshire  into  the 
present  century,  Radnorshire,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  still  had  no  confirmed  reports. 

Having  recently  checked  my  field  notes  for  the  last  2  decades,  however,  I  now  realise 
that  the  Golden  Oriole  has  been  present  but  flitted  past  the  ornithological  literature.  My  first 
record  was  of  a  male  which  I  watched  for  some  time  in  a  tall  tree  close  to  the  R.  Wye  behind 
Bridgend,  Newbridge-on-Wye,  Radnor,  in  May  1979  which  eventually  flew  W  into 
Breconshire.  In  June  1982  I  was  shown  a  Golden  Oriole  (said  to  be  one  of  two  present  at  the 
time)  near  Llanbwchllyn;  I  was  also  told  that  the  species  had  been  seen  in  more  or  less  the 
same  locality  for  ‘several  previous  years’. 

Although  not  a  Radnorshire  record,  in  May  1995  an  unusual  bird  was  reported  from  3 
different  farms  within  a  2  Km  radius  of  each  other  in  Llysdinam  parish,  on  the  Breconshire 
bank  of  the  R.  Wye  by  Newbridge-on-Wye.  As  no  2  records  coincided  in  time,  I  presumed 
this  was  just  one  bird  which  I  eventually  tracked  down  and  again  found  to  be  a  male  Golden 
Oriole. 

F.M.  Slater 

To  the  Radnorshire  records  above  should  be  added  a  record  of  a  pair  at  an  unnamed  site  in 
1998  (Welsh  Bird  Report  1998).  Ed. 

HOODED  CROW  NESTING  IN  ANGLESEY 

In  June  1996,  on  a  visit  to  South  Stack  RSPB,  we  stayed  at  Tyn-y-Cytin  guest  house  nearby. 
On  an  evening  walk  on  the  8th  we  saw  briefly  2  Hooded  Crows  (Coitus  corone  cornix)  in 
the  grounds  of  the  guest  house.  On  the  following  morning  we  were  able  to  watch  these  birds 
again,  flying  to  and  from  a  Scots  Pine  (Pinus  sylvestris)  in  the  guest  house  grounds.  On 
closer  examination  it  was  clear  that  the  adults  had  a  nest  in  this  tree  and  were  feeding  young. 
At  least  2  chicks  were  clearly  visible.  Although  we  do  not  know  whether  these  chicks  finally 
fledged.  DR  did  see  2  Hooded  Crows  still  present  on  a  subsequent  visit  to  the  area.  In  our 
opinion  these  birds  were  typical  Hooded  Crows,  a  form  with  which  we  were  all  familiar  in 
Scotland,  rather  than  hybrids. 

R.  Bagguley,  M.  Bagguley,  D.  Richardson 

Hooded  and  hybrid  Hooded/Carrion  Crows  have  been  recorded  regularly  in  NW  Anglesey 
in  recent  years  but  this  is  the  first  intimation  we  have  had  that  they  may  sometimes  breed.  It 
is  also  worth  noting  that  J.L.  Roberts  has  recorded  nest  building,  at  least,  by  a  hybrid  bird  in 
the  Ruabon  area  recently.  Ed. 


WELSH  BIRDS 


‘Welsh  Birds’  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice 
annually,  in  June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the  Welsh  Bird 
Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Ringing  in  Wales. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with 
results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here. 
All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow 
the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up 
and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and 
published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with  captions  to 
tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This  follows 
standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and 
succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either 
Welsh  or  English. 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for 
binding,  if  readers  so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal 
Bookbinders  Ltd,  Ynyscedwyn  Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT,  who 
have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him.  Binding  will  be  in  black  buckram,  with  gold  lettering  and 
the  Society’s  logo  on  the  spine,  at  a  price  of  £15  per  volume. 


